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This invention relates to a holding and mount-
ing device for the electric light sockets of Christ-
mas tree lighting outfits, and has more particular
reference to gn improved device of this kind which
simulates the body of a candle and produces the
eifect of a burning candle when the lamp in the
socket held by the device is lighted.

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simple and efficient device of the above kind
which is easy and inexpensive to manufacture,
and which may be readily applied to the lighting
outfit and mounted on or removed from the
branch of the Christmas tree.

The exact nature of the present invention will
become apparent from the following description
when considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of s device em-
bodying the present invention;

Figure 21s a central vertical seetion through the
device of Figure 1, with the device mounted on the
branch of a Christmas tree and holding a socket
carrying an electric light bulb; :
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Figure 3 is a horizontal section through the de- »

vice alone, taken on a line 3—3 of Figure 2 ; and

Figure 4 is a rear elevational view showing a
portion of a lighting outfit with one of the present
devices operatively associated with each of 3 plu-
rality of the bulb-carrying sockets of the outfit,

Referring in detail fo the drawing, the present
device consists of an elongated cylindrical tube 5
which is made of pasteboard or other suitable
material and is slotted longitudinally from end
to end at one side, as at 6. 'The split tube is
resilient and is adapted to snugly receive an elec-
tric light socket 7 in the upper end thereof, with
the external flange 8 on the upper end of the
socket seated on the upper end edge of the tube.
The wires 9 connected to the socket are entered
within the tube 5 through the slot 6 0 as to extend
through the lower end of the tube.

Near its lower end, the tube 5 has a circum-
ferential elongated slot 10 that extends substan-
tially one-half the circumference of the tube and
is adapted to have the branch i1 of a Christmas
tree wedged therein so that the device is effec-
tively held in an upright position on the branch
with the latter disposed substantially diametric-
ally of the tube. The slot 10 is preferably cen-
trally intersected by the slot 6, as shown, and the
longitudinal walls of slot 10 are serrated as at 12
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to effectively grip the tree branch. The usual
light bulb 3 is shown as carried by each socket, 1.
By slotting the tube circumferentially as at 10,
the device is found to be more effectively mounted
than by slotting the tube longitudinally. By
splitting or slotting the tube from end to end ag
at 6, the wires 8 will remain within the tube and -
will present a most sightly appearance by not
protruding from the tube between its ends.

From the foregoing description, it is believed
that the construction, manner of use and ad-
vantages of the present invention will be readily
understood and appreciated by those skilled in the
art. Minor changes in details of construction
may-be resorted to, such as fairly fall within the
spirit'and scope of the invention as claimed.

What we claim as new is: ’

1. A holding and mounting device for an elec-
tric light socket, comprising an elongated cylin-
drical tube slotted longitudinally from end to end
ab one side, said tube being resilient and adapted
to snugly receive an electric light socket in the
upper end thereof with the external flange on
the upper end of the socket seated on the upper
end edge of the tube, the longitudinal slot permit-
ting entry of the wires connected to the socket

therethrough within the tube so as to extend

through the lower end of the latter, said tube
further having a circumferential elongated slot
near its lower end that extends substantially one-
half the circumference of the tube and is adapted
to have the branch of a. Christmas tree wedged
therein so that the device is held in an upright
position on the branch with the latter disposed
substantially diametrically of the tube.

2, The construction defined in claim 1, wherein
the circumferential slot is centrally intersected by
the longitudinal slot. :
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