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?NDEX CARD? 

Application fied September 11,1923,8erial No. 134,778, 

?his invention relates to index Cards of 
the type customarily used asguide Cards Qr 
dividels to separate into groups the Cards 
or folders in a verticalindex system,and 
particularly to the construction of an index 
slip or label holder which is afixed to.the 
guide Card and is commonly Caled a tab. 
Two pre?rredembodiments of the inyen 

tion are illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings,in which: 
Fig i is a face view of a Card havinga 

tab structure made of metal embodying the 
invention with the index slip or label in 
place; ,· 
Fig,2 is an enlarged vertical Section oR 

line 2?2 of Eig,1; 
Fig.3is anemlargedend view of the Card 

and tab shown in Hig·1; ?… 
Fig,4is a face yiew of the Card of fig 

1 prior to the attachment of the_tab; 
Fig,5shows the tab attached,but omits 

the index slip; 
Figs.6 aná7are face yiews of the rans 

parent labe cover and label,respectively, 
shown in Figs,1 and 2; 4 
Fig 8 is á face view of a modification 

showing a tab made of opaque sheet 
Celuloid; , - 

Fig,9? anenlarged section on the line 
Fig,10? a view of the card prior to the 

attachment of the tab; - 
Fig,1lis a sectiononthe ine 11?11 of 

Fig.10; - 
?ig.i2isaview ofthe unfolded celuloid 

tab: 
fig 13is a section on the line 13?13 of 

Fig·12;and 
?igs.148nd 15 areviews of the ra*- parei.label coyer and label,respectively, 

shown in Figs.8 and 9. ? 
Referring?to the metal guide_tab lus 

tratedin figs.1 and 7,theeard b9dy 16is 
made as usial of any suitably stif sheet 
material such as heavy paper,*dboard, 
fibreboard,orthe like and has at.its upper margin_a substantialy ?ecta*guar.reces? 
defi?ed byverticalends17_anda h9rzontal 
bottom18. The bottom edge 18 of this_Te cessisspaced an appreciable distange below 
the normaltop edge19 of the Card for pur 
poses which wil begome apparent. - 
Thereinforcingtab member Consists.of a 

ineta sheet folded at 21 to provide front 

and rearleaves22and23,respectively This 
tab Straddles the upper margin of the card 
body OYer the Card recess and may be se 
Cured to the Card by rivets,eyelets,or other 
knoVn Qr suitable fastening means. Asthus 
attached the fold line of the tab is spaced 
substantialy above the top edge 19 of the 
Card and an Open space 24 is left between 
? leaves of the projecting portion of the 
tab. - 

A window 25,generaly rectangular in 
shape and sightly shorter horizontaly than 
the Card recess,is cut from the front leaf 
Of the tab and opens into a label-receiving 
pocket formed by the card recess and tab, 
The margins.of the window overhang this 
reCess at the bottom and sides,providing a 
bQttQm fange26 and_side fanges27 behind 
which a label 28 and its enveloping trans 
Darent celluloid goyer 29 may be inserted. 
To permit ease of insertion,notches 30 are 
provided at the lower corners of the tab 
Vindow and a central lower recess31 allows 
the introduction of a finger or implement 
for removing the label and cover. A 
similar recess may be cut from the card 
body at 82. 
After its insertion into the pocket,the 

label is prevented from longitudinal move 
ment bythe Card recess shoülders 17 and is 
restrained from faling outwardly bythe tab 
fanges above mentioned and the top flange 
33formed bythe fold 21. By providingthe 
folded celluloid Cover sheet 29,the label is 
protected from moisture and Soiling and the 
combined insert fits more Snugly Within the 
pocket and may readily be removed as a 
unit; especially when the cover fold is at 
thebottom ofthe window asshownin Fig 2. 
By the Construction above described,a 

cheap but durable tab is provided which 
afords a label pocket of desired height, 
which may be greater than the desired 
height of the tab,without an undue pro 
jection of the tab above_the upper edge of 
the card,A tab which projects an un 
reasonable distance beyond the card?edge, 
for example more than one-half inch,not only_requiresincreased verticalspace in the 
file drawer but subjects the tab to greater 
1everage in handling,which_tends_to bend 
or breakit and decreasesits life,The label 
is efectively restrained from accidental re 
moyal from its pocket;yet the Card itself 
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has no upstanding projections beyond the 
upper straight.edge 19,whigh enables the 
card to be cut from a sheet without Waste. 
The modified construction shown in Figs. 

8 to 15?illustrates an opaque celluloid tab 
having several of the advantages set forth 
above In this instance,the card body 33 
has an integral projection 34 at its_upper 
edge and a rectangular aperture 35theTein, 
havingits bottom edge 36 spaced below the 
normal upper edge 37 of the Card. 
Thetab consists of a sheet of Opaque celu 

loid preferably shaped as shown in Fig.12 
which is folded at 88 to provide front and 
rear leaves 39 and 40,respectively,and is 
secured to the card body over projection 34 
by any suitable adhesive applied between 
the meeting surfaces. A Window Opening 
41,slightly smaller than the card aperture 
35,is prgvideq in front leaf 39 and is so 
positioned with respect to aperture.85 that 
the window margins furnish overhanging 
flanges on al four sides of the card aper 
tures Notches 42 at the lower corners of 
window41 permit theinsertion of a label or 
index slip 43 and its protecting cover 44 of 
transparent celluloid,behind these fanges. 
Shalow recesses45 and 46 are provided at 
the loweredge ofthe card aperture and tab 
window,respectively,to permiteasy removal 
of the label and cover. 
In this form of device,the labelis com 

pletely protected from dirt and moisture as 
well as restrained from accidental removal 
within the window pocket by the fanges 
ábove described. 
The principal features which are Common 

to both of the above described forms of tab 
construction include the provision of a card 
tab in which a labelis preyented from end 
wise movement by the_Vertical edges of a 
recess in the Card,and is restrained from 
accidental displacement.from its pocket by 
overhangingflanges of the tab Yindow;and 
the proyision of means_for readily_inserting 
thelabel at the lower edge ofthetab window 
and of a fangeat the lower edge of the win 
dow behind which the bottom of the label 
andits.cover may be slipped afterinsertion. 

I Claim: - - 
1. An index Card having a cut-away por 

tion.adjacent its upper edge,the lower edge 
of the cut-away portion being spaced below 
the topedge ofthe Card,andatab consisting 
of a folded piece of sheet material attached 
to the card over the cut-away portion,said 
tab having a windoy opening extending 
downwardlyto approximatelythe loweredge 
ofthe cut-away portion,the lower margin of 
the window overhangingsaid portionto pro 
vide a_fange behind which a label may be 
slipped wheninsertedinto the window. 
2,An index card having an opening ad 

jacent its upper edge extending below the 
top edge of the card,and a tab consisting 

of a folded piece of sheet material attached 
to the card over said opening and project 
ing above the top edge of the card,said 
tab having a Window at the card recess ex 
tending upwardly above the top edge of the 
gard and downyardly to approximately the 
lOYer edge of the Card opening,the top,side 
and bottom margins of said window over 
langing_the card opening to provide flanges 
for holding a label behind the window,the 
bottom edge of the window_having_a notch 
8t 9ne eorner,at.least,so that a label may 
beinserted.at said lower edge and slipped 
behind said bottom fange. 
3.Anindex comprising a card haying a 

straight upper edgewithout projections and 
provided with a recess,the lower edge of 
the recess being.spaced Substantialy below 
the topedge ofthe card,anda tab consisting 
of a folded piece of sheet material attached 
to the Card over said regess,the fold line 
o *e tab engspaced abovethe topedg? 9 the gard to fom a projecting.tab.sjd 
tab having a Window opening ?? the 
Card recess extending upwardly beyond the 
top edge of the Card and downyardlyto ap 
proximately the lower edge of the eard re 
CBSS? 
4.An index comprising a card having a 

straight_upper edgewithout projections and 
provided.with a regess.the loyer edge ofthe 
Tecess beingspaced sübstantialy beloy the 
topedge of the card,anda tab 6onsisting of 
a folded piece of sheet material attached 
to the Card oyer Said recess,the fold line 
o?*e tab beingspaced above?he top edg? 
of the Card to form a projecting tab,said 
tab_haying a window 0pening adjacent the 
card recess extending upwardy beyond the 
topedge of the Cardand downyardlyto ap 
proximately the lower edge of the éard re 
cess,a notch being provided at a lower car 
ner 9f the Yindowto permit theinsertion of 
a label behind the Window. 
5.An index comprising a card having a 

Straight_upper edge without projections ànd 
provided with a recessintermediateits ends, 
the lower.edge.of the recess being spaced 
substantially below thetopedge of the card, 
and 8 tab consisting of a folded metal sheet 
gttached to the Card over said recess,the 
fold line of the tab being spaced above the 
upper edge of the gard, the tab having a 
windoy opening_adjacent_the card regess 
extending upwardly beyond the top edge of 
the gard an downyardly.to appróximately 
the loweredge of the card reces,the lower 
margi Qf the window oyerhanging the re 
gess of the Card_to provide a label-holding 
fange and notghes being provided at thé 
!ower.corners of the window to permit the 
insertion of a label behind the window. 

Signed by me at Boston,Massachusetts, 
this 9th day of September,1926. 

CHARLES H COBB. 
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