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To azzohom i may concern: 
BeitknownthatI,CARLW.SWANSON,aciti-, 

Zen of the UnitedStates,residingatChicago, 
in the County of Cook and State of Illinois, 
haveinventedcertainnewandusefulImprove 
mentsin Paint-Brushes.ofwhichthefollowing 
is a Specification. 
My invention relates to paint and similar 

brushes,and hasforitsobjecttofacilitatethe 
rapid manipulation of the brush when used 
for lining and similar fine work,where the 
Spread of the bristles and the application of 
the paint delivered thereby is required to be 
uniform and even along a straight line,as 
where two ormorediferentcolorsareapplied 
Side by Side to the Same or adjacent surfaces 
and their meeting margins are required tobe 
Sharp and distinct. Nice work of this char 
acter when executed with theordinarypaint 
brusbrequires a steady handand painstaking 
Care on the part of the painterandis a labori 
ous and time-consumingoperationevenatthe 
hands of the most experienced and skilled 
workmen. My invention is designed to ren 
der Such workeasierand quicker of perform 
ance and Superior as to results;and to these 
ends my invention consists in the combina 
tion,withtheusualform ofpaint-brush,ofan 
attachmentin the nature of aguardorshield 
having the peculiarities of construction and 
coóperation withthe brushfiber,Substantially 
as hereinafter described and claimed. • - 
My invention will be readily understood 

whenconsideredinconnectionwiththeaccom 
Danyingdrawings.whichillustrateapreferred 
embodiment thereof,and wherein? 

Figure lisa planview of a brush equipped 
With my attachment,the latter being shown 
in advanced or operative position relatively 
to the brush fiber. Fig.2is a Central longi 
tudinal Sectional view thereofwith theguard 
or shield shown in retracted or inoperative 
position;and Fig.3is an end view of Fig.1. 
Referringtothe drawings,Adesignatesthe 

headofthebrush Bthehandle.hereinshown 
asintegral with thehead,Cthe bunchof bris 
tles or other brush fibersecured in or to the 
head,andDthethinbandorferrule Surround 
ingthejoint betweenthebrush-fberandhead, 

allasisusual and well knownin the ordinary 
forms offat paint and Similar brushes. 

Referring now to the principal novel ele 
ment of my invention and to the means for 
actuating the Same,Edesignates aflatguard 
plate or shield overlying one side of the 
brush fiber and having an integral inner or 
shank portion E',bent into rectangular form 
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in Cross-section to embrace and have a loose, 
slidingfitonand overtheheadandfiberof the 
brush. Oneside oftheshank E/of theguard 
has anintegral rearwardly-extending arm F 
terminating in an apertured or slotted in 
wardly-turned end portion.f These several 
parts E,E/,F,and.f of theguard may con 
veniently andcheaplybe cutand bentinto-the 
required forms from a single blank of some 
suitable thin sheet metal,Such astin. 
G designates each of a pair of lugs orears 

extending outwardly from and at right an 
gies to theopposite Sides,respectively,of the 
shank of the guard,which lugs may Simply 
and conveniently be formed by cutting out 
and bending back integral portions of the 
metal of the guard,as shown. 
As a means for maintaining theguard nor 

mally retractedand the brushfiber exposed I 
haveshowntheheadand handleofthebrushas 
providedwith a continuouslongitudinaly-ex 
tendinggroove Hinoneside thereof,in which, 
isfixedlymountedarod Constitutingaguide 
and Support for a coil-Spring K,Surrounding 
theSame. Oneendofthisspringabutsagainst 
the inner end wall of the groove H,whileits 
other end abuts againstthe apertured orslot 
ted end.fof the arm F,which slidingly em 
braces the guide-rod Z - 
Themanner ofoperating the brushisasfol 

lows:The Spring Knormallykeepstheguard 
retracted,asshown in Fig.2,Sothatthe outer 
and chief operative portion of the brushfiber 
is exposed,and the brush may be used the 
Sameas any ordinarybrushforbody-workand 
coarse or rough applications of a single or 
continuous color; but when the brush is to 
be used for linework,as in trimmings and 
the like,and clean,Sharp, clear margins are 
required,theoperatorafterhavingdippedthe 
brush pushesdown theguard by pressing his 
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finger against one orthe other of the lugs G 
until the face of the brushfiber Cadjacent to 
the marginal line to be formedis nearly CoV 
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ered by theguard-plate E,as shown in Fig. 
1. This limits and determines the degree of 
Spreadof the bristles onthatside ofthe brush 
accordingto the extent to which the bristles 
are covered by the guard-plate,making the 
limited amount of Spread Substantially even 
and uniform and not liable to produce per 
ceptible variationsin the resultant work due 
to variations in the pressure applied to the 
brush. This enables the brush to be ma 
nipulated much more rapidly than is usual 
in the Case of ordinarybrushes. In painting 
narrow surfaces,such as the edges of door 
and window Casings,which project at right 
angles from the adjacent Wals, the guard 
plate forms a complete and efective shield 
for the latter,at the Same time enabling the 
entire brush to be in action,Since itguards 
the broad Side of the brush fiber. When the 
brush has to beredipped,theoperatorsimply 
withdraWS his fingerfrom the lug G,where 
upon the Spring K retracts theguard andex 
poses the brush fiber. 
While I have hereinshown and described 

my invention as embodied in a flat brush,it 
is obviousthat myimprovedattachment here 
inabove described might also be advanta 
geously applied to a brush of the round or 
oval type. It is also obvious that changes 
and modificationsinthe detailformand StruC 
ture of the elements of my improved brush 
mightbemade bythose skiledinthe art with 
Out departing from the spirit or Sacrificing 
any ofthe advantages of the invention,and 
hence I do not limit theinvention tosuch de 
tailfeatures exceptto the extent that the lat 
ter are made the subject of specific claims. 

I claim— 
1. The combination With a paint-brush, of 

a guard or shield overlying the brush fiber, 
means connected therewith for normally re 
tracting the Sameto expose the brushfiber, 
and means connected thereWith Whereby it 
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may be readilyadvanced overthe brushfiber 
to limitthe Spread of the latter,Substantialy 
as and for the purpose described. 

2. The combination with a paint-brush,Qf 
a guard or shield overlying the brush fiber, 
Said guard having a shank embracing and 
slidablyfittingtheheadof the brush;aguard 
retracting Spring connected tosaid shank and 
lugs projectingoutwardlyfrom Saidshankfor 
engagement by the finger of the Operator to 
advancetheguardoverthefiber,Substantialy 
as described. 

3. The combinationwith a paint-brush hav 
ingalongitudinaly-groovedhandle.ofaguard 
orshieldoverlyingthe brushfiber,Saidguard 
havinga Shankembracing andslidablyfitting 
the head of the brush and Said Shank having 
a rearwardly-extending arm overlying Said 
groove of the handle, of a guard-retracting 
Spring lyinginSaidgroove and engaging the 
end of Said arm,and.lugs projecting Out 
wardly from Said shankfor engagement by 
thefinger ofthe operatorto adyancetheguard 
over the fiber,Substantialy as described. 

4. The Combination withapaint-brush haV?? z 
ingalongitudinally-groovedhandle.ofaguard 
orshield overlyingthe brushfiber,Saidguard 
Jhavingashankembracingand Sidablyftting 
the head of the brush and Said shank having 
a rearwardly-extending arm overlying Said 
groove with an inwardly-bent end entering 
the latter, of aguide-rod in Said groove Slid 
ably engaged by Said inwardly-bent end of 
the arm,aguard-retracting Spring Surround 
ing Said rod and abutting at one end against 
the end Wall of Said groove and at the other 
againstsaidinwardly-bentend ofthearm,and 
outwardly-Drojectinglugsontheoppositeside 
of Said shank adapted to be engaged bythe 
finger of the operator to adyance theguard 
overthe fiber,Substantialy as described. 

CARL W. SWANSON. 
Witnesses: 

SAMUEL N. POND, 
ADA H. POND. 
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