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To ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Be it known that I, ASA HuRD, of Yonkers, in the county of Westchester, and State of New York, have 

invented certain new and useful Improvements in Buckles; and I do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, making a portion 
of this specification, in which 

Figure is a plan view of a buckle constructed according to my invention. 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal section of the same. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding parts in both figures. 
This invention relates to that class of buckles in which a tongue designed to pass through the strap is dis 

pensed with, and its object is to provide a buckle of the variety mentioned, by the use of which the strap shall 
be more effectually prevented from slipping than is found practicable with those hitherto devised, and which 
may, furthermore, be very cheaply manufactured. 

The invention consists in a spring so combined with an extension formed upon the clamping-tongue as to 
insure the requisite clamping or holding-action thereof upon the strap, even when no tension is exerted upon 
the latter. 

The invention further consists in a novel construction, of the frame of the buckle, whereby the same may 
be made at a very moderate eost. 

To enable others to understand the nature and construction of my ihvention, I will proceed to describe it 
with reference to the drawings. 

The frame, A, of the buckle may be made of sheet metal, or other suitable material, and at one end of its 
Aat portion, a, is turned upward, as shown more fully at a, in fig. 2, Formed in this turned-up portion, a, is 
a slot, all, and in the adjacent outer part of the flat portion is a similar slot, b'; there being a transverse bar, 5', 
formed between the two slots, just mentioned, around which is looped and sewed one end of the strap, B. At 
the opposite end of the frame, A, are two spurs or arms, b, between the extremities of which is pivoted a trans 
verse roller, C, which is finely fluted longitudinally, as indicated in fig.1. Pivoted between the rearmost end. 
portions of the two arms, b, as shown at c', is the clamping-tongue D, the forward end of which may be grooved, 
as shown in fig. 2, and is at such distance from the fluted roller, just hereinbefore described, that when the 
strap, B, is placed between such roller and the end of the clamping-tongue, C, it will be tightly clamped, as 
shown in fig. 2, and be thus securely buckled. The inner end of the tongue, C, is extended back, so as to form 
an extension, c', underneath which is placed a spring c", which, by pressibg upward upon the said extension, 
forces down the tongue itself, so that the end of the latter may compress the strap against the roller C, even 
when there is no strain or tension exerted upon the said strap, the end of the tongue in no case passing below 
the axis of the roller C, so that any strain upon the strap, by tending to draw the end of the tongue inward still 
nearer to the roller, will only cause the strap to be held still more tightly. The end of the strap, when thus 
buckled, may be passed through the slot a' in lieu of the loop ordinarily employed to hold down such end. 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination of the spring c" with the extension e' of the clamping-tongue D, substantially as and 

for the purpose specified. 
2. The frame A, constructed with its end a turned at right angles to its fiat portion a, slotted as shown 

at at , and provided with arms b, substantially as and for the purpose specified. 
ASA HURD. 
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J. W. Coombs, 
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