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The present invention relates to belts and
methods of making the same, and moere pav-
ticularly to apparel belts having a filling or
internal webbing surrounded by leather or
other finish covering.

In Delts of this type wherein the end por-
tion of the covering is stitched adjacent to
the end of the webbing, as is customary, the
covering is liable to become detached or
loosened from the webbing because of the
wear on the threads and the rubbing on the
end of the belt as it is passed through the
buckle, thus giving an unsightly frayed
appearance to the belt.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a belt of this general nature which
1g attractive in appearance and which is con-
structed to prevent fraying or loosening of
the covering at the end of the belt.

With this object in view, the principal
feature of the present invention contem-
plates the provision of a tip covering in the
form of a strip separated from the side
covering and cemented to the end face of
the webbing. This tip covering extends
flush with the side faces of the belt and pro-
tects the edges of the material which is used
to cover the sides of the belt. The tip cover-
ing. therefore, takes all of the rubbing stress
as the end of the belt is passed through the
buckle, thus preventing the side covering
from being frayed or pulled away from the
filling. This feature is of special impor-
tance in belts employing elastic webbing as
the internal fabric in which the contracting
tendency of the fabric renders it a matter
of considerable difficulty to provide a dura-
ble stitched covering according to the usual
methods, In accordance with the present
invention, the tip covering, being firmly
cemented to the end face of the fabric, is not
affected hy stitching or contracting of the
fabric,

In the accompanying drawings illustrat-
ing the preferred form of the invention, Fig.
I 15 an end view of the internal fabric or
webhing; Fig. 2 is a view showing a develop-
ment of a portion of the side covering; Fig.
3 1s a perspective view of the end portion of
the fabric; Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3
showing the application of the side covering
to the fabric; Fig. 5 is a perspective view
of the end portion of the finished belt with

‘the side and edge surfaces of the belt.

the tip applied; Fig. 6 is a transverse sec-
tional view of the belt; and Fig. 7 is a lon-
ﬁji\iudinal section of the end portion of the

elt. : .
~ The present invention is herein illustrated
and described as embodied in a belt hav-
ing an elastic internal fabric to which is
cemented an outer covering of leather. A
suitable length of elastic webbing indicated
at 10 and of the desired width and thicknesas
is covered at its side and edge faces with
a strip of leather 12, the leather being
cemented to the fabric while the latter is in
a stretched condition, in order .that the
leather after contraction may have capacity
for expansion upon stretching of the fabric.
The edges of the leather are joined along a
longitudinal seam 14 at the rear of the belt.
One end of the belt may now be attached to
a buckle of any desired form (not shown),
and the free end is cut off in pointed shape,
as shown in Fig. 4, the webbing and covering
being cut in the same operation in any usual
or preferred manner. This leaves exposed
the end face 16 of the fabric and the edge 18
of the covering 12. A tip covering 20, con-
sisting of a strip of leather similar to that
used for the side covering and conforming
to the contour of the end face of the belt,
is now applied, as shown in Fig. 5. This tip
covering 1s cemented to the webbing along
the face 16 and also (o the edge 18 of the
side covering, the {ip covering being of suf-
ficient width to be substantially fush with
As
shown in Fig. 7, the edges of the tip 20 may
be slightly pressed or rolled in order to pre-
sent a rounded surface at the end of the belt.

Inasmuch as the leather covering material
is relatively thin, the joint at the tip of the
belt is unnoticeable, so that the desirable
appearance of a solid leather helt is obtained,
The tip 20 covers and protects the entire
exposed end of the side covering and pre-
vents the latter from being pulled away from
the fabric as the end of the belt is passed
through the buckle. Since the side cover-
ing is placed upon the fabric when the latter
is in a slightly stretched condition, and also
because of the fact that the tip 20 is applied
directly to the end face of the webbing, all
parts of the covering accommodate them-
selves readily to the stretching of the fabric,
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so that there is no tendency for either part of
the covering to be pulled away.- from the
fabric.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed is:

1. A belt comprising a filling strip, a

finish covering completely surrounding the

sides of the filling strip, and a tip member
consisting of a strip of the finish material
secured fo the end face of the filling and
extending over and covering the exposed
end of the finish covering the tip member
terminating flush with the outer face of the
finigh covering.

9. A belt comprising an internal strip of
webbing, a finish covering surrounding and
cemented to the sides of the webbing, and a
tip member consisting of a separate strip of
finished material ceniented to the end face
of the webbing and extending over the ex-
posed end of the side covering flush with the
outer face. -
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3. A Delt comprising an internal elastic
fabric having = pointed end,-a finish cover-
ing surrounding and ceémented to-the sides
of the fabric, and a narrow tip consisting of
a separate strip of finish covering cemented
to the pointed end face of the fabric and
covering  the .exposed end only to protect
the side covering Trom fraying or loosening
as the belt is passed through the buckle.

4. A method of making a belt which con-
dists in cementing a side covering of finish
material about the sides and edges of a strip
of ejastic webbing while the latter is in
stiretched condition, and ‘theréafter cement-
ing a navow strip of finish material to the
end of the belt extending over the exposed
end of the finish flush with the sides and
eilges thereot.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
nane to this specification.

HORACE J. MARTIN.
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