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This invention relates to foundation garments.

It is an object of my invention to provide a
foundation garment which in addition to the
usual supporting and restraining functions will
impart to the wearer a stylish nipped-in waist.

It is another object of my invention to provide
2 foundation garment of the character described
which has but few more parts than a conven-
tional undergarment, is inexpensive to manufac-
ture, and simple to put on and adjust.

Other objects of my invention will in part be
okvious and in part will be pointed out herein-
afver.

My invention accordingly consists in the fea-
tures of construction, combinations of elements
and arrangements of parts which will be exem-~
plified in the foundation garment hereinafter
described and of which the scope of application
will be indicated in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, in which is -

shown one of the various possible embodiments
of my invention,

Fig. 1 is a front view of a lay figure wearing a
girdle constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of said figure;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged rear view of the upper half
cf the girdle as it appears when laid on a plane
surface;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken sub-
stantially along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3; and

Tig. 5 is a perspective view of a buckle which
constitutes one of the parts of said girdle.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the
reference numeral 18 denotes a foundation gar-
ment embodying the present invention.

The foundation garment, by way of example,
may comprise a corset, corselette, pantie girdle
or girdle. For the sake of simplicity, the inven-
tion has been shown in the accompanying draw-
ings and will be described herein as embodied in
a girdle.

The foundation garment includes a sheath for
encircling the body from above the umbilicus to
below the hips. Said sheath, per se may be of
conventional construction. It may comprise a
vertically elongated tube including circumferen-
tiglly resilient portions. In the preferred form
of my invention the tube is made in one piece out
of circumferentially resilient material, for in-
stance being knitted of resilient yarn and there-
fore being longitudinally resilient as well. Such
a girdle is commonly known as a “two-way
stretch” girdle. It should be understood, how-
ever, that the foundation garment need not be
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longitudinally or circumferentially resilient nor
of a single piece of material. If desired, the foun-
dation garment may consist of several panels, as
is customary, including both resilient and non-
resilient panels, the non-resilient panels, of
course, being fabricated from a flexible material
such, for instance, as cloth. Indeed, it cften may
be desirable to include a vertically non-resilient
panel so as to enhance the conventional figure-
shaping function of the garment. To this end I
may incorporate a vertically elongated diamond
shaped panel {2 of non-resilient cloth superim-
posed and stitched on to the front of the girdle
with the longitudinal axis of the diamond coin-
cident with the longitudinal front center line of
the girdle.

The overall contour of the foundation garment
is principally conventional; that is to say, where,
as here, the sheath consists of a tube of knitted
elastic material, the diameter of the tube from
tor to bottom is, in general, uniform so that if
the tube were laid on a plane surface, its two side
edges would constitute straight lines parallel to
one ancther. In the event that at least a sub-
stantial porticn of the sheath congstitutes non-
elastic flexible panels, the sheath when laid on a
plane surface would have its side edges outward-
ly bowed with the maximum width in the vicinity
of the hips.

In a conventional foundation garment the
width of the sheath near the top edge either is
uniform, as is the case if the sheath is a tubular
elastic knit fabric, or the width gradually reduces
toward the top edge in the event that at least a
substantial portion of the sheath consists of flex-
ible non-resilient fabric panels. However, in ac-
cordance with a feature of the present invention
the sheath is constricted near the top edge as in-
dicated at 14 in Fig. 3, the constriction being pres-
ent in the garment as manufactured, i. e. before
it is donned.

The lower edge of the constriction is at or
slightly above the region of the foundation gar-
ment corresponding to the portion of the hody
immediately above the pelvis, i. e. the portion of
the body in the plane of the umbilicus. The con-
striction, although sharp, is not abrupt and ex-
tends upwardly for a comparatively short dis-
tance, e. g. about one and one-half inches, the
plane i§ of minimum width being about centrally
disposed between the upper and lower edges of
the constriction. At the plane of minimum width
the sheath is approximately three-guarters of an
inch narrower than above and below the con-
striction, i. e. about three-eighths of an inch to
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a side. The upper edge of the constriction is well
below the upper edge of the garment, e. g. about
two inches. In other words, the garment is so
constructed as to have a constricted zone whose
lower edge is in the region of the umbilicus, said
zone extending vertically approximately one and
one-half inches. The construction of the re-
mainder of the garment, save for said constricted
Zone, is conventional except as will be pointed out
hereinafter.

The constriction may be provided in any suit-
able manner well known to the art. For instance,
in the event that non-elastic panels are used, the
constriction can be formed by suitably cutting
the panels. Where, as here, the sheath consists
of a single continuous tube of elastic knitted
material on which the fabric panel {2 simgly is
superimposed and stitched, the constricted zone
can be fashioned in the knitting process, for in-
stance, either by decreasing the number of
stitches in the knitting process as the plane of
minimum width is approached and thereafter
increasing the numbper of stitches, or by increas-
ing the tension in the yarn as said plane is ap-
proached and reducing tension as the plane is
left.

In accordance with another feature of my
invention the foundation garment includes a cir-
cumferential belt 18. Said belt is longitudinaliy
regilient, i. e. resilient circumferentially of the
girdle, optionally being non-resilient transversely.
Preferably the belt is less yielding, i. e. harder
to stretch, than the underlying part of the
sheath. The belt is comparatively narrow, e. g. in
the order of an inch. The bottom edge of the
helt is between the plane of minimum width and
the lower edge of the constriction.

A portion of the belt intermediate its ends,
e. g. the center of the belt, is permanently se-
cured to the cutside of the sheath, preferahly at
the front, for instance by rows of stitching 9
which hold the panel (2 in place, said part of
the belt being concealed beneath the panel for
the sake of appearance. The two ends of the helt
are free. It may be mentioned at this point that,
if desired, the belt may be made into two parts
with each part having an end secured to the
shieath, the space hetween these ends preferably
being fashioned of a circumferentially non-
resilient material.

The sheath and belt are provided with inter-
engageable means for detachably coupling the
ends of the belt to the sheath with the belt under
tension. More particularly, each free end of the
belt has mounted thereon a buckle 26 (¥Fig, 5)
including three parallel bars 22, 24, 25 joined to
one another along one set of ends by a trans-
verse bar 28, the other set of ends heing free.
Cne outer bar 22 has its free end provided with
a retroverted finger 38 whose tip is aligned with
and spaced from the free end of the short middle
kar 28, The finger 30 forms a hook. The other
outer bar 26 has its free end provided with =
right angle finger 32 extending toward the bar
22. The adjacent edges of the outer bar 25 and
middle bar 24 include disaligned humps 34, 36.

Each free end of the belt has its tin turneg
hack and stitched as indicated in Fig. 4 to pro-
vide a vertical loop 38 open at its top and bottom.
Each loop has an outer bar 22 inserted therein,
the finger 30 serving to hold the buckle against
accidental displacement.

The sheath has secured thereto, as by stitch-
ing, a hand 40 of any suitable material, option~
ally, but not necessarily, circumferentially elastic
and, if elastic, less resilient than the sheath.
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This band is located in the same plane as the
belt, 1. e. in registry therewith. The band is so
fagshioned as to provide a circumferentially-
spaced series of vertically extending pockets hav-
ing their upper and lower ends open. This may
be accomplished, for instance, by securing the
ends of the band to the sheath, as with lines of
stitching 42, and providing a series of rows of
stitches 44 parallel to the stitching 42 and spaced
at uniform intervals therebetween. The band,
and therefore each of the pockets, has a height
which is slightly less than the lengths of the outer
bars 26 so that said bars at the two free ends
of the belt can be inserted in any pair of selected
pockets by a user. The fingers 32 prevent the
bars 26 from accidentally slipping out of the
pockets in which they have been inserted. RKow-
ever, the finger is not long enough to interfere
with deliberate action of the wearer in inserting
or removing a bar from a pocket.

The combined length of the belt and band ex-
ceeds the circumference of the sheath at the
constricted zone when the foundation garmsnt is
not being worn, in the event that the sheath is
constituted of a knitted elastic tube. However,
said combined length is considerably less than
the waist measurement of the wearer in the
plane of the umbilicus so that the helt and band
will exert a constricting force. The amount of
constriction exercised can be varied selectively by
placing the bars 26 in different pockets. The
maximum constriction is attained when the two
bars are in immediately adjacent pockets and
minimum constriction when the two bars are in
the outermost pockets.

The joint effect of the narrow belt in the plane
of the umbilicus and the constricted zone of the
girdle in said plane is to nip in the body of the
wearer with comparative abruptness immediately
above the pelvie region thereby providing stylish
and desirable plateaus immediately ahove the
hips. This appearance will be achieved by the
use of either the constricted region of the sheath
or the belt in the location specified. However, in
accordance with the preferred form of my inven-
tion, both said means are employed to give a
sharp, i. e. comparatively abrupt nip-in and thus
a figure appearance of high style.

It thus will be seen that I have provided a
foundation garment which achieves all the ob-
Jects of my invention and is well adapted to meet
the conditions of practical use.

As various possible embodiments might he
made of the ahove invention, and as various
changes might be made in the embodiment above
set forth, it is to be understood that all matter
herein described, or shown in the accompanying
drawings, is to be interpreted as illustrative and
1ot in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A foundation garment comprising a circum-
}"erentially resilient sheath for encircling the hody
in a region from above the umbilicus to helow
the hips, said sheath having a constricted portion
below the upper edge of the garment in the
region of the umbilicus, said garment being wider
above and helow said consiricted pordion, said
constricted region being about one and a half
inches wide and the maximum reduction in cir-
gtlnﬁference being about three-quarters of sn
inch.

2. A foundation garment comprising a circim-
ferentially resilient sheath for covering the torso
from above the umbilicus to below the hips, said
sheath having an upper edge and a lower edge,
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said sheath having a sharply constricted por-
tion which extends circumferentially around the
garment in a horizontal plane substantially co-
ingident with the umbilicus, said constricted por-
vion having an upper edge and a lower edge, the
upper edge of said sheath being above the upper
edge of said constricted portion and the lower
edge of said sheath being below the lower edge
of said constricted portion, said constricted por-
tion being about one and g half inches wide, a
belt about one inch wide, means to attach said
belt to the sheath at the constricted region of
the garment and with portions of the belt ex-
tending around both sides of the garment, and
means to adjustably tense the belt.

3. A foundation garment comprising g circum-
ferentially resilient sheath for covering the torso
from above the umbilicus to below the hips, said
sheath having an upper edge and a lower edge,
said sheath having a sharply constricted portion
which extends circumferentially around the gar-
ment in a horizontal plane substantially coinci-
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dent with the umbilicus, said constricted portion
having an upper edge and a lower edge, the
upper edge of said sheath being above the upper
edge of said constricted portion and the lower
edge of said sheath being below the lower edge of
said constricted portion, a circumferentially re-
silient belt which is less resilient than the sheath,
means to attach said belt to the sheath at the
constrieted region of the garment and with por-
tions of the belt extending around both sides of
the garment, and means to adjustably tense the
belt.
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