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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

N/
3. M Claims Nos.: 34-36 and 121-123
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international ap?lication, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive

concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group [: Claims 1-33, 37-120, and 124-174, directed to a system for non-invasively adjusting the curvature of a spine wherein rotation of
the driving member in a first direction causes the second threaded driver to move the first end of the second rod into the cavity of the
housing.

Group Ii: Claims 175-191 directed to a system for adjusting the curvature of a spine wherein the first rod and second rod are parallel.

The inventions listed as Groups |-l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

-*-Coitinued in Supplermnental Box-*-

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-33, 37-120, 124-154 and 156-174

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2015)
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-*- Box lll - Observations where Unity of Invention is Lacking -*-
SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEAIURES

The invention of Group | includes the special technical features of a first interface rotationally coupling a first threaded driver to the
driving member, the first threaded driver threadingly engaging the first threaded portion of the first rod; a second interface rotationally
coupling a second threaded driver to the driving member, the second threaded driver threadingiy engaging the second threaded portion
of the second rod; and wherein rotation of the driving member in a first direction causes the first threaded driver to move the first end of
the first rod into the cavity of the housing along the first longitudinal axis, not required by the claims of Group II.

The invention of Group Il includes the special technical features of the second ends of the first and second rods being coupled to a first
and second vertebra of the spinal system, the second vertebra immediately adjacent the first vertebra; and wherein the direction from
the first end to the second end of the first rod is generally parallel to the direction from the first end to the second end of the second rod,
not required by the claims of Group |.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups I-Il share the common technical features of a housing having a first end and a second end and a cavity between the first end and
the second end; a first rod having a first end telescopically disposed within the cavity of the housing along a first longitudinal axis at the
first end of the housing and having a first threaded portion extending thereon, and a second end configured to be coupled to a first
portion of a spinal system of a subject; a second rod having a first end telescopically disposed within the cavity of the housing along a
second longitudinal axis at the second end of the housing and having a second threaded portion extending thereon, and a second end
configured to be coupled to a second portion of the spinal system of the subject; and a driving member rotatably disposed within the
cavity of the housing and configured to be activated from a location external to the body of the subject. However, these shared technical
features do not represent a contribution over prior art as being anticipated by US 2012/0283781 A1 to Arnin et al. (hereinafter 'Arnin’),
which discloses a housing (housing 209, Fig. 2) having a first end (upper end of housing 209, Fig. 2) and a second end (lower end of
housing 209, Fig. 2) and a cavity between the first end and the second end (inner space of housing 209 in which sleeve 203, rods
201/202, motor 206 and other components are contained, Fig. 2); a first rod (rod 201, Fig. 2) having a first end telescopically disposed
within the cavity of the housing along a first longitudinal axis at the first end of the housing (lower end of rod 201 is disposed within the
upper end of housing 209 along an axis formed by rod 201, Fig. 2; rods are telescopically disposed because they can be moved in and
out of the housing 209 by rotation of sleeve 203, para [0026]) and having a first threaded portion extending thereon (rod 201 is
threadingly received by sleeve 203 at the first end, para [0026], and thus has threads; Fig. 2), and a second end configured to be
coupled to a first portion of a spinal system of a subject (upper end of rod 201 has mounting structure 215 for attachment to spinal
structure, para [0027]; Fig. 2); a second rod (rod 202, Fig. 2) having a first end telescopically disposed within the cavity of the housing
along a second longitudinal axis at the second end of the housing (upper end of rod 202 is disposed within the lower end of housing 209
along an axis formed by rod 202, Fig. 2; rods are telescopically disposed because they can be moved in and out of the housing 209 by
rotation of sleeve 203, para [0026]) and having a second threaded portion extending thereon (rod 202 is threadingly received by sleeve
203 at the first end, para [0026), and thus has threads; Fig. 2), and a second end configured to be coupled to a second portion of the
spinal system of the subject (lower end of rod 202 has mounting structure 215 for attachment to spinal structure, para [0027]; Fig. 2);
and a driving member rotatably disposed within the cavity of the housing (actuating motor 206 and gear 204 are disposed within the
cavity of housing 209, Fig. 2; gear 204 rotates to rotate the sleeve 203, para [0028]) and configured to be activated from a location
external to the body of the subject (motor 206 and gear 204 can be controlled by external unit via remote control, para [0028]).

As the common technical features were known in the art at the time of the invention, these cannot be considered special technical
feature that would otharwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups I-Il lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.

NOTE: Claims 34-36 and 121-123 are unsearchable because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the
second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). Accordingly, they are not included with any invention.

NOTE: Claims 176 to 191 appear to contain typographical errors as to their dependency. It is evident from the claims that they are
intended to be dependents from independent claim 175 in some fashion. Accordingly, they are included in groups above as such.

Claim 154 in its entirety recites "The system of claim 153 further comprising:". However, this recitation is not a complete sentence and
fails to further limit the invention in any manner. Claim 155 then recites in its entirety, "an external remote controller configured to
produce a rotating magnetic field capable of rotating the radially-poled permanent magnet." This appears to be a typographical error -
the recitations of claims 154-155 are intended to be the substance of a single claim, rather than split amongst two separate claims.
Accordingly, for the purposes of this search report and written opinion, claims 154-155 are re-written as reciting "154. The system of
claim 1563 further comprising: an external remote controller configured to produce a rotating magnetic field capable of rotating the radially
-poled permanent magnet.” As a result, while claim 155 is included in Group |, it does not exist in the application as construed.

Fotm PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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