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The present invention relates to a carrying case for a
portable sewing machine of the type provided with a free
arm. S :
Numerous types of cases of this general character are
known. The case according to this invention relates to
the type of case comprising two sections, of which one
is stationary relatively to the bottom of the case, while
the other is movable and is adapted to serve as a work
table for the sewing machine. - The moving section is
provided with an opening to enable it to be engaged
about the free arm of the sewing machine when it is used

as a work table.
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In known cases of this.type, the means for securing the -

movable section to the stationary section is complicated

and lacks security. Further, the closing of the opening.

in the movable section, when it is not being used as a
work table, is effected by means of a part which is inde-
pendent of the case, and for this reason risks being easily
mislaid.
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Accordingly, the primary object of this invention is to

remedy the aforesaid disadvantages by providing novel
locking means for securing the two sections together when
the case is in closed position.

Another object is to provide a carrying case wherein
the two sections are readily separable from each other
when the movable section is to be used as a work table.

A still further object is to provide novel guide means
to prevent disengagement of the upper edges of the re-
spective sections and at the same time ensure proper fitting
of adjacent edges of the two sections when the case is
closed. e :

One form of construction of the case according to the
invention is shown diagrammatically and by way of ex-
ample in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of the closed case.

Fig. 2 is a'view in perspective showing the case open,
and the movable section being separated from the fixed
section.

Fig. 3 is a view in perspective showing the movable
section engaged around the free arm of the sewing ma-
chine so as to constitute the work table.

Fig. 4 is a partial section of the case in the closed posi-
tion, made in a plane perpendicular to the plane of con-
tact of the two sections.,

Fig. 5 is a section of a detail of the locking device and.

the hinged plate with the opening of the movable section
closed and the case in locked condition. .

The case for the portable sewing machine, with a free
arm, shown in the drawing, comprises two sections 1
and 2 and a base 3. The section 1 is stationary relatively
to the base 3; while the section 2 is movable. -Said mov-
able section 2 is adapted to serve as a work table for the
sewing machine and for this reason it is provided with an
opening 4 enabling it to engage around the free arm §
of a sewing machine 6 (Fig. 3). The plane of contact
of the two sections 1 and 2, one against the other in the
closed position of the case, coincides substantially with
the largest median plane of said case.
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The means for locking the movable section 2 in closed
position comprises a plate 7 connected by means of a
hinge 8 to the edge 9 of the base 3 of the case. Sgﬁd
plate 7 is adapted, on the one hand, to cover the opening
4 provided in the movable section 2 and, on the other
hand, to ensure the maintenance of the movable section
2 in the closed position. A locking device designated
generally as 10, is carried by the hinged plate 7. The
bolt 11 of said locking device is constituted by an elastic
blade adapted to flex when it is moved into locking posi-
tion. The extremity of said bolt 11 has formed therein
a notch 12, adapted to co-operate with a flanged strip 13
secured along ‘the edge of the opening 4 to retain the
bolt 11 in locking position (see Fig. 5). The bolt 11 is
provided with a handle 14 by means of which it is pos-
sible to cause the said bolt 11 to slide in two openings 15
and 16 of a casing 17 secured to the plate 7. When the
bolt 11 is moved into its locking position, the extremity
18 thereof, which is in the form of a ramp, slides on the
strip 13 of the opening 4 while imparting a flexing move-
ment to the bolt. When the notch 12 comes opposite
the strip 13, the bolt 11, by reason of its elasticity,
siraightens slightly and snaps into locking position.” The
notch 12 prevents any accidental movement of the bolt
11 under the action of shocks or vibrations, for example,

" during transport of the case and the sewing machine which
it encloses.

The upper edge 19 of the stationary section 1 has a
poriion in the form of a gutter 20 which. is open down-
wardly (see Fig. 4). Opposite the opening of said gutter
20 is located a guide plate 21 secured against the inner
face of the edge 19. As regards the upper edge 22 of
the movable section 2, it is bent upwardly substantially at
right angles. As will be understood readily with reference
to Figs. 2 and 4, it is possible to engage the upper edge
22 of the movable section 2 in the gutter 20 of the sta-
tionary section 1, when the movable section 2 is set sub-
stantially perpendicular to the stationary section (see Fig.
2) and is then lowered against the latter (see Figs. 1 and
4). 1In this position, the guide plate 21 prevents any dis-
engagement of the upper edge 22 of the movable section
2 out of the gutter 20, said section being in the closed
position of the case.

It will also be seen in Fig. 2 that the guide plate 21,
located opposite the opening of the gutter 20, is extended
at 23 along the lateral edges 24 of the stationary section L.
These extensions 23 of the guide plate 21 ensure a perfect
stuperposition of the edges 25 of the movable section 2
against the edges 24 of the stationary section 1. When
the two sections 1 and 2 are thus brought one against the
other, it suffices to lower the plate 7 against the opening
4 and to push the bolt 11 of the lock 16 upwardly until
the notch 12 of the bolt engages against the strip 13 of
the opening 4, so that the maintenance of the case in
the closed position is assured.

Said case also comprises, in the interior of the sections
1 and 2, two reinforcing parts 26 and 27 adapted to en-
sure the maintenance of the sewing machine 6 in the
central portion of the case when it is closed. Said rein-
forcing parts 26 and 27 are covered with a protective
covering 28 to avoid damaging the top of the sewing
machine. Further, the strip 13 of the opening 4 is also
provided- with a protective covering 29, in the present
case a layer of plastic material or rubber, adapted to
avoid damaging the fre¢.arm 5 of the sewing machine
when the movable section 2 is engaged around it. The
friction of said covering 29 against the arm 5 serves to
maintain the movable section 2 in engagement therewith.
A handle 39 is hinged to the edge 19 of the stationary
section 1 for facilitating transport of the case and of the
sewing machine which it encloses.

Numerous modifications of construction of said case
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for a sewing machine may be imagined. Thus, the hook-
ing of the movable section 2 on the stationary section- 1
may be effected in any other manner. For example, it
is possible,.instead and in place of the guiter 20 and of
the folded edge 22, to provide the edges 19: and‘ 22 of

the sectioris' 1 and 2° with removable hiriges; of- the type’

of those used, for examiple, normally for the casings of
type-writers, .
It will, however, be seen-that the constructive solution

envisaged in the form of construction above- described:
with reference to the drawing, is very- simple and permits:
securing the removable section 2 to' the stationary section.
1 to provide complete security for the sewing machine in:

the closed position of the case.
We claim:

1. A carrying case for a portable sewing -machine hav--

ing a free arm, said case comprising first and second sec-

tions each having a top wall; oppositely disposed end walls’
and a.side wall, said first section provided with- & fixed.
base, said second section separable from said first' section
and ddapted to serve as a work table for a sewing- ma--

chine, said second section having an opening in its side
wall for embracing the free arm of said sewing machine

when said second section is used as a work table, a portion:
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of the upper edge of said first section bent into an inverted 25

U-shape, a portion of the upper edge of said second

section bent upwardly so as to lie within the bent upper

edge portion of said first section when the two sections
are-in.closed relation to each other, guide means carried
by said first section along the top edge thereof beneath
said bent portion and underlying the upper edge of said
second section when the case is closed to prevent disen-
gagement of the upper edges.of. the respective sections,
a plate member hingedly connected to said fixed base and
adapted to close said opening in the side wall of said sec-
ond section, and locking means mounted on said plate to

secure said first and second sections’ together when. they

are in closed relation to each other.

2. The carrying case according to claim 1, wherein
said guide means extends. downwardly along the inner
edges of the side walls of said first section to ensure proper
fitting of the edges of 'said first and second sections.

3. The carrying case' according. to claim 1, wherein
said locking means includes a casing carried by said plate

member, a flexible bolt slidably mounted in said casing,

and'means:secured-to the.inner:edge. of said opening in the

side-wall: of said second section:to engage said. bolt when.

the latter is moved to locking position. -
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