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This case..is a division of my copending appli 
cation Serial No. 751,520, filed. November 5, 1934, 
which has become Pat. No. 2,030,558, dated Feb 
ruary 11, 1936. 
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The main objects of this...invention are: 
First, to provide an improved wood casket 

Which, due to the construction thereof, is not sub 
ject to rupturing stresses caused by differential 
eXpansion and contraction of the material thereof. 
Second, to provide a casket which has a rich 

appearance due to a Crepe paper upholstery ap 
plied to the same as well as due to the provisions 
for the anchoring of the upholstery thereon, 
Third, to provide a casket structure which is 

Simple and economical of manufacture due to the 
inexpensive nature of the material employed in 
its construction. 

Objects relating to details and economies of my 
invention will appear from the description to 
follow. The invention is defined and pointed out 
in the claims. 
A structure which is a preferred embodiment 

of my invention is illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation showing a 
portion of a casket embodying the features of my 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view in side 
elevation of the casket before the covering is 
applied thereto. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary transverse vertical sec 
tion online 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse 
horizontal Section taken on a line corresponding 
to line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of the bare casket. 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse 

Section taken on a line corresponding to line 6-6 
of Fig. 5. 

Referring to the drawing, is a casket having 
side walls 2 and end walls 3 provided with upper 
and lower ornamental rounded moldings 4, 5. 
Rounded corner upright portions 6 carry out the 
design of the upper and lower moldings 4, 5 and 
are joined to the side and end walls by corrugated 
connections. A bottom member 8 is joined to 
the lower molding 5 by nails 9, the nails being 
cement covered nails. 
On the outer surface of my casket structure, I 

paste sheets of heavily creped kraft paper or 
parchmentized paper 0, the ends thereof being 
disposed in longitudinal grooves which I pro 
vide for that purpose. The preparation of the 
paper is illustrated and described in my copend 
ing application Serial No. 751,520 above referred 

(C. 2-3) 
to, and consists broadly in the provision on the 
inner. Side of the paper of a coating of glue or 
cement, as Well as a coating of glue. on the outer 
Surface of the bare casket, followed by the appli 
cation of the paper.to the casket in the manner 
indicated in Figs. .1, 3, and 6. Corrugations 2 
of the Creped paper are preferably arranged to 
extend Vertically of the casket to give the latter 
the appearance of being covered with whole fab 
ric. Such as silk. As stated in the aforementioned 
application, I preferably do not apply the paper 
to the Casket until an order for the casket has 
been received, thus decreasing the number of 
casketS which a dealer must keep in stock. 
A variety of types of coloring matter may be 

applied to the coated paper to give it, its finished 
appearance. When the material is coated with 
Silver lacquer, it has the appearance of drawn 
Or pulled metallic white silk, a very beautiful 
Surface Ornamentation. If desired, a final treat 
ment with a colorless lacquer may be made to 
increase the brilliance of the surface of the paper 
and give it a high gloss. 
An important feature of my invention resides 

in the arrangement of side panels 2, end panels 
3, upper and lower moldings 4, 5 and corner up 
rights 6 with the grain of the wood thereof run 
ning in the same direction. It has been found 
that in the conventional construction, in which, 
for instance, the corner uprights are made from 
a spool having the grain thereof running parallel 
to the axis of the Spool, the latter being quar 
tered to provide the corner member, there exists 
a differential movement between the side and end 
walls and the corner member. This causes the 
paper pasted to the side and end walls to break 
at the joints. I have eliminated this trouble by 
cutting the corner members 6 so that the grain 
thereof runs in the same direction as the grain 
of the side and end walls. Thus, the slight con 
traction and expansion of the members at the 
joint do not break the fabric upholstery. This is 
a very desirable and highly important feature of 
my invention, inasmuch as a break in the paper 
mars the entire surface appearance of the casket. 
The cement or glue which I prefer to use is an 

organic water paste which I apply to both the 
Outer surface of the body to be Ornamented and 
the inner surface of the paper in order to soften 
the latter and facilitate its application especially 
to the curved portions of the Surface to be Orna 
mented. The Water in the paste makes the parch 
ment pliable, but does not otherwise affect it. By 
using the paste in this manner, I also fill up the 
inner flutes or corrugations of the paper and pro 
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Wide a Substantial support for the latter. This 
preserves the shape of the crepe paper in use and 
prevents its being easily injured. At the corners 
of the box, I prefer to lap the paper to prevent 
the same from breaking loose especially in ship 
ment. This lapping of the paper at the corners 
of the box also gives the covering a finished ap 
pearance. 
As clearly ShoWn in FigS. 2, 3, and 6, the joint 

between the upper and lower moldings 4, 5 and 
the central panel of side wall 2 is provided with 
outwardly opening longitudinal upholstery re 
ceiving grooves if into which the edges of the 
paper covering are tucked. This arrangement 
permits a certain amount of transverse expan 
sion and contraction of the parts of the side and 
end walls without breaking the paper. It also 
very effectively conceals the edges of the paper. 
In Figs. 3 and 6, the mode of receiving the lower 

edge of the paper in downwardly opening groove 
between the molding 5 and the bottom mem 

ber 8 is illustrated. This provides a very secure 
connection for the edge of the paper and conceals 
it, as pointed out above. I make provision in the 
bottom panel of the casket for the expansion of 
the panel, if it occurs, without damaging the 
side and end walls, by slotting the bottom panel 
as indicated at 3 and by slightly Spacing the bot 
tom panel from the bottom moldings 5. The 
spacing is indicated at 4. Further, to counteract 
any tendency of the box to expand and contract, 
I treat both the inside and outside of the Same 
with shellac to make the same substantially im 
pervious to moisture. 

I have illustrated and described my improve 
ments in an embodiment Which I have found very 
practical. I have not attempted to illustrate or 
describe other embodiments Or adaptations as it 
is believed this disclosure will enable those skilled 
in the art to embody or adapt my improvements 
as may be desired. 

Having thus described my invention, What I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a paper covered Wood casket, the con 
bination of side and end Walls having externally 
rounded upper and lower edge moldings and cen 
tral panels provided with longitudinal OutWardly 
opening upholstery receiving grooves, upright 
corner joint members, and upholstery of Crepe 
paper pasted on Said panels, moldings, and joint 
members with the edges thereof in Said grooves 
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and the pleats of the paper extending vertically 
with respect to the side and end Walls, the grain 
of the Wood in said Side and end Walls and in the 
upright joint members at the corners thereof ex 
tending in the same direction to eliminate dif 
ferential expansion and contraction therein. 

2. In a paper covered wood casket, the combi 
nation of side and end walls having externally 
rounded upper and lower edge moldings and Cen 
tral panels provided with longitudinal OutWardly 
opening upholstery receiving grooves, upright cor 
ner joint members, and upholstery of paper pasted 
on said panels, moldings and joint members With 
the edges thereof in said grooves, the grain of the 
Wood in said side and end walls and in the up 
right joint members at the corners thereof ex 
tending in the same direction to eliminate dif 
ferential expansion and contraction therein. 

3. In a casket, the combination of side and end 
walls having externally rounded upper and lower 
edge moldings and central panels having longi 
tudinal outwardly opening upholstery receiving 
grooves, and treated crepe paper upholstery past 
ed on said panels and moldings with the edges 
thereof in said grooves, the pleats of the crepe 
paper extending Vertically. 

4. In a casket, the combination of side and end 
walls having externally rounded upper and lower 
edge moldings and central panels having longi 
tudinal OutWardly opening upholstery receiving 
grooves, and treated crepe paper upholstery past 
ed. On Said panels and moldings with the edges 
thereof in Said grooves. 

5. In a casket, the combination of side and 
end walls having externally rounded upper and 
lower edge moldingS and Central panels having 
longitudinal OutWardly opening upholstery re 
ceiving grooves, and Crepe paper upholstery past 
ed an said panels and moldings with the edges 
thereof in Said grooves. 

6. In a casket, the combination of side and 
end Walls and central panels having longitudinal 
OutWardly opening upholstery receiving grooves, 
and crepe paper upholstery pasted on Said panels 
With the edges thereof in Said grooves. 

7. In a Wood casket, Side and end walls having 
panels and upright corner members, the grain of 
Wood in Said Walls, panels and Inleinbers running 
in a single direction, whereby differential ex 
pansion and contraction are avoided, and crepe 
paper upholstery Secured on said Walls and panels. 

BYRONE. WHITE. 
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