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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WINFIELD S. READ, OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BLACKBOARD-ERASERS. » 1

Specification forming part of Letters Patent Nb. 135,487, dated February 4, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

_ Be it known that I, WINFIELD S. READ, of
Oakland, in the county of Alameda and State
of California, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Blackboard-Erasers, of which
the following is a specification: ]

The objéct of this invention is to furnish
convenient and efficient means for erasing the
chalk-marks from blackboards in school-rooms
and similar places; and it consists in a pad
formed with' a wooden back and a corduroy or
ribbed face, as hereinafter described.

The drawing represents a perspective view

of the eraser with a part broken away to show,

the construection.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A is a wooden block or the back of the eraser,
of snitable size, usually about three inches
wide and eightinches long, with its side edges
grooved to afford a hold for the hand, as rep-
resented in the drawing. B isawadding; and
C represents a carpeting over the wadding,

the wadding and carpeting being equal in size |

to the side of the block. Orver these layers I
place my corduroy or ribbed covering D, which
is of sufficient size to lap .over the inclosed
soft layersonto the wood A, soas to be confined
to the wood by means of a strip of leather, E,
and nails F, as seen in the drawing,

The corduroy covering D is so placed that
the ribs thereof run longitudinally, as repre-

sented; but I do not confine myself to that
particular arrangement, as the ribs may run
transversely or diagonally, if desired; but the
eraser would be rendered less tseful thereby.

The advantages of this corduroy or ribbed
covering is, the chalk-dust will be detached
from the blackboard by the ribs and will find
a lodgment in the grooves between the ribs,
from whence it readily drops into the chalk-
box below. The chalk-dust is not compressed
and ground into the surface, as in the ordinary
eraser, but the ribbed wearing surface is kept
clean while it perfectly wipes and leaves a
clean surface on the board.

I do not confine myself to the particular
goods known as “corduroy,” as other ribbed
goods may be employed.

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— '

1. A Dblackboard-eraser having a surface
composed of ribs and grooves, substantially
as and for the purposes described.

2. An eraser having a face covered with
corduroy or similar material over a soft cush-
ion of wadding and carpeting, or similar ma-
terial, substantially as shown and described.
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