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This invention relates generally to a collapsible hat
and miscellaneous hanger. More particularly, this in-
vention provides a collapsible hanger useful to support
hats, suits, canes and other articles in a house, office, or
when travelling in an automobile. The hanger can be
folded and placed in a travel kit or collapsed and put
into a coat pocket if necessary.

It is one of the objects of my invention to provide a
collapsible hanger for men’s hats that will fit snugly
within the sweat band of a hat to support the hat and
maintain its shape while the hat is not being worn.

It is another object of my invention to provide a
collapsible hat hanger which can be easily adjusted to
fit any size hat and hold the hat in shape.

A further object of my invention is to provide a col-
lapsible hat and miscellaneous hanger on which suits,
ties, canes or other miscellaneous articles or wearing
apparel may be hung.

A still further object of my invention is to provide a
collapsible hat and miscellaneous hanger which supports
a hat at the sweat band portion, thereby providing a
portion of the hanger for hanging miscellaneous articles.

Another object of my invention is to provide a col-
lapsible hat &nd miscellaneous hanger which may be
collapsed or nested with like hangers to reduce storage,
shipping space and costs incident thereto. Omne other
object of my invention is to provide a collapsible hanger
that can be quickly, easily and economically manufac-
tured.

Gther objects and advantages will be evident from the
following specification wherein reference is made to the
drawing, in which like reference characters refer to like
parts in all views and wherein:

FIGURE 1 illustrates a collapsible hanger, constructed
in accordance with the invention, shown partly in eleva-
tion and partly in cross-section.

FIGURE 2 is a plan view of one portion of the hanger
of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a view partly in cross-section and partly
in elevation of another portion of the hanger of FIGURE
1, taken along the lines 3—3 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 4 is a layout or plan view of a loop band
utilized in the hanger of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 5 is a plan view of the hanger of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 6 is a view, partly in cross-section and partly
in elevation, of the hanger of FIGURE 1 iltustrating its
use in supporting a hat on a door.

Referring to the drawings, and to FIGURE 1 in par-
ticular, shown therein and generally designated by ref-
erence character 10 is a collapsible hanger constructed
in accordance with the invention. As shown therein,
the hanger can consist of a hat or headgear supporting
portion generally designated by reference character 12
and a hanger portion generally designated by reference
character 14.

The hat supporting portion 12 includes an elongated
brace member 15 which comprises an elongated member
16 having a slot 18 (see FIGURE 2) formed therein.
A second elongated member 19 is connected with the
member 16 by a bolt 28 and a wing nut 22. The bolt
29 extends through the slot 18 so that the overall length
of the brace member ¥5 may be adjusted as desired.
The members 16 and 19 have down-turned end portions
24 and 26, respectively, to accommodate a loop band 28.
The loop band 28 may be more clearly seen in FIGURE
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4. The down-turned end portion 24 of the member 16
is perforated (not shown) to receive a bolt 30 and a
wing nut 32 to securely fasten the loop band 28 thereto.

The member 19 also includes, on the down-turned end
portion 26, an in-turned terminal portion 34 which is
used to attach the hat supporting portion 12 to the
hanger portion 14. The terminal portion 34 is formed
at an obtuse angle relative to end portion 26 and is ar-
ranged to lie in juxtaposition with a terminal portion 35
of an elongated end member 36 that is part of the hanger
portion 14. The opposite terminal portion 38 of the
end member 36 is connected through an obtuse angle to
an inverted U-shaped hook or end portion 39 for pur-
poses that will hereinafter become apparent.

The U-shaped end portion 39 includes a pair of spaced,
parallel legs 3%a and 395 connected at approximately
ninety (90°) degree angles to a bight portion 3%9c. As
may be more clearly seen in FIGURE 3, the outermost
leg 39b of the U-shaped end portion 39 is provided with
a keyhole 49 that can be used to attach the hanger to a
screw (not shown) that may be affixed to a wall or other
surface. Alternatively, the U-shaped end portion 39
permits the device to be frictionally secured over the top
edge of a door or other vertical member having a rec-
tangular cross-section in a vertical plane.

The hanger portion 14 further includes an elongated
central member 41 which, in the illustrated embodiment,
has an acute angle formed in the upper end thereof to
form an engaging portion 42 adapted to lie in juxtaposi-
tion to the members 34 and 36. A hole (not shown)
extends through the terminal portions 34 and 35 and
engaging portion 42 to accommodate a bolt 44 having a
wing nut 46 attached thereto for the purpose of holding
terminal portions 34 and 35 and engaging portion 42 in
juxtaposition.

The final element of the hanger portion 14 is a second
end member 48 which is secured to the lower end of
the central member 41 at an angle thereto so that the
members 36, 41 and 48 form three contiguous sides of
an imaginary quadrilateral which is open at one side
thereof. In the illustrated preferred embodiment, the
bent central member 41 and the end member 48 can be
integrally formed so that these elements assume the form
of a Z-shaped bracket. In any embodiment of the in-
vention, the end member 48,. central member 41 and
end member 36 form a three-sided load supporting struc-
ture which transmits the weight of the hat and other
apparel to the door.

As shown most clearly in FIGURE 4, the loop band
28 is an elongated member constructed from a plastic
sheet material, such as polyethylene, or from any other
material having sufficient flexibility and also possessing
a substantial degree of resilience. The loop band 28 is
formed into a generally circular or oval configuration
as shown in FIGURE 5. The loop band 28 is provided
at one end with a hole 59 and at the other end with a
plurality of holes 52. When positioned on the hat sup-
porting portion 12 of the collapsible hanger 190, the hole
5¢ and one of the holes 52 will be aligned to accom-
modate the bolt 36 whereby the loop band 28 is attached
to the hat supporting portion 12. A plurality of holes
52 are provided so that the size of the loop band 28 may
be adjusted as required.

FIGURE 5 illustrates the assembled collapsible hanger
10 and clearly shows one configuration which may be
assumed by the loop band 28 when installed thereon.

To use the collapsible hanger 19, it is assembled as
illustrated in FIGURES 1, 5 and 6. The wing nut 22
can be loosened so that the member 16 may be moved
relative to the member 19 to adjust the size of the elon-
gated brace member 15 and to vary the shape of the
loop band 28. Such an adjustment is necessary due to
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the varying configuration of various types of headgear,
that is, some hats are more or less circular and some are
of a long, oval shape. It should be pointed out that
without the inclusion of both the adjustable brace mem-
ber 15, and adjustable loop band 28, it would not be
possible to achieve adjustability in the diameter of the
loop without concurrent distortion in the configuration
of the loop band. In other words, the invention per-
mits hats of any diametric size and peripheral shape to
be exactly fitted by the loop band.

As illustrated in FIGURE 6, a man’s hat 54 shown in
cross-section is positioned on the loop band 28. The
U-shaped end portion 39 of the hanger portion 14 is
disposed over the upper end of a door 56 with the end
member 48 in engagement with a surface 58 of the door
56 so that the hat 54 is supported as illustrated. It is
important to note that the angle formed between the end
member 48 and the central member 41 provides for the
spacing of the hat 54 away from the surface 58 of the
door 56 so that a hanger (not shown) holding a coat
or other article may be conveniently hung in this angle.
The bracket formed by the central member 4% and the
end member 48 may also be used to conveniently sup-
port a cane, umbrella or other similar items. It should
be noted that support of the hanger 19 upon a screw
located in a flat wall surface can be a suitable mode of
mounting the hanger even where no upper edge of a
door or the like is available.

From the foregoing description, it will be understood
that the collapsible hanger 1 may be very quickly and
easily converted into a convenient size for storage. This
is accomplished by loosening the wing nuts 22, 32 and
46, and moving the various members substantially into
the area defined by the loop band 28.

The embodiment described herein is by way of ex-
ample only and many changes and modifications can be
made thereto without departing from the spirit of the
invention or the scope of the annexed claims.

What I claim is:

1. A collapsible hanger for supporting hats and mis-
cellaneous items, said hanger comprising:

a hat supporting portion including

a pair of elongated members having adjacent end
portions adjustably interconnected, each of said
members having relatively down-turned por-
tions, and one of said members having a ter-
minal portion extending angularly with respect
to the down-turned portion thereon, and

an adjustable length loop band encircling said
pair of elongated members and attached to at
least one of said down-turned portions, said
loop band being adapted to fit intc a hat to
provide support therefor;

a hanger portion including

a first end member having a first terminal portion
in juxtaposition with the terminal portion of
said elongated member and having a second
terminal portion, said second terminal portion
“being secured to an inverted, generally U-shaped
end portion having a pair of spaced, parallel
legs each connected through an angle of ap-
proximately ninety degrees (90°) to a bight
portion, said legs being adapted to be disposed
adjacent the parallel side surfaces, and to en-
compass the end surface, of a door or the like
when said hanger is installed on a door; and

a central member extending angularly from said
first end member; and

a second end member extending relatively up-
wardly at an angle from said central member
whereby said second end member is adapted
to support miscellaneous items; and

releasable means connecting said juxtapositioned ter-

minal portions and said central member whereby
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said hat supporting portion and hanger portion are
releasably interconnected.

2. A collapsible hanger for supporting hats and mis-
cellaneous items on a door or the like having a pair of
generally vertically extending parallel surfaces and an
end surface interconnecting the vertically extending sur-
faces, said hanger comprising:

a hat supporting portion including

a pair of elongated members having adjacent end
portions adjustably interconnected, each of said
members having relatively down-turned por-
tions, and one of said members having a ter-
minal portion extending angularly with respect
to the down-turned portion thereon; and

an adjustable length loop band encircling said
pair of elongated members and releasably at-
tached to at least one of said down-turned por-
tions, said loop band being adapted to be fitted
into a hat to provide support therefor;

a hanger portion including

a first end member having a first terminal portion
in juxtaposition with the terminal portion of
said elongated member and having a second
terminal portion secured to an inverted, gen-
erally U-shaped end portion having a pair of
spaced parallel legs connected through angles
of approximately ninety degrees (90°) to a
bight portion, said legs being adapted to be
disposed adjacent the parallel surfaces and to
encompass the end surface of a door or the like
when said banger is installed thereon; and

a generally Z-shaped support bracket including

a central member having an end portion in juxta-
position to the first terminal «portion of said
first end member, said central member extend-
ing angularly downwardly from said first ter-
minal portion; and

a second end member extending relatively up-
wardly at an angle from said central member,
said second end member being adapted to en-
gage one of the surfaces of the door or the
like and to support miscellaneous items; and

releasable means connecting said juxtapositioned ter-
minal portions and the end portion of said central
member whereby said hat support portion and
hanger portion are releasably interconnected.

3. A collapsible hanger for supporting hats and mis-
cellaneous items on a generally vertical wall having a
screw or the like connected to the wall and projecting
from the surface thereof, said hanger comprising:

a hat support portion including

a pair of elongated members having adjacent end
portions adjustably interconnected and opposite
end portions bent through an angle in a com-
mon direction, one of said elongated members
having a terminal portion extending angularly
with respect to said opposite end portion there-
of; and

an adjustable length loop band encircling said
pair of elongated members and releasably at-
tached to at least one of said opposite end por-
tions, said loop band being adapted to be fitted
into a hat to provide support therefor;

a hanger portion including

a first end member having a first terminal portion
in juxtaposition with the-terminal portion of
said one elongated member and having a sec-
ond terminal portion secured to an inverted,
generally U-shaped end portion having a pair
of spaced parallel legs connected through an
angle of approximately ninety degrees (90°)
to a bight portion, the outermost of said legs
having an opening extending therethrough
adapted to be placed over the screw to support
said hanger portion thereon; and
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releasable means connecting said hat support por-
tion and said hanger portion.

4. A device for supporting headgear and miscellaneous
apparel from an upright member having a rectangular
cross-sectional configuration in a vertical plane, said de-
vice including:

(a) an adjustable headgear supporting portion for

supporting headgear of various sizes; and

(b) a hanger portion detachably connected to said

adjustable headgear supporting portion;

said headgear supporting portion comprising

(1) a loop band of adjustable diameter; and

(2) a linearly adjustable elongated brace mem-
ber diametrically disposed in said loop band
and adjustable in length for conformity with
adjustments in the diameter of said loop band;
and

(3) means for detachably connecting said head-
gear supporting portion to said hanger portion;

said hanger portion comprising:

(1) an end portion having a bight portion and
two legs projecting normal to said bight portion
to define an open geometric figure complemen-
tary in configuration to three sides of the rec-
tangular cross-section of said upright member
whereby said end portion can be frictionally
engaged with the top of said upright member
with the bight and legs in abutting contact with
three contiguous surfaces thereof; and

(2) a three-sided load supporting portion includ-
ing two end members extending from a central
member so as to constitute three contiguous
sides of an imaginary quadrilateral figure, one
of said end members being connected at an
obtuse angle to the free end of one of the legs
of said end portion and extending from said
one leg in a direction opposite the direction of
extension therefrom of said bight portion, and
the other of said end members being connected
at an angle not exceeding ninety degrees (90°)
to said central member,

said detachable connecting means being connected to

said three-sided supporting portion.

5. A device as claimed in claim 4 wherein said head-
gear supporting portion is secured by said detachable
connecting means to said hanger portion at the junction
of said one end member with said cenfral member and
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extends in a direction opposite the direction of extension
of said end member from said central member.

6. In combination with a vertical member having an
upper end surface and a pair of parallel, vertical side
surfaces extending normal to said upper end surface, a
collapsible hanger for a hat comprising:

a U-shaped portion having

opposed parallel legs engaging the parallel ver-
tical side surfaces of said vertical member, and

a bight portion extending between said legs and
engaging said upper end surface;

three-sided load supporting means including

a central member, and

two end members connected to opposite ends of
said central member and forming with said cen-
tral member, three contiguous sides of an im-
aginary quadrilateral having its fourth side
formed by one of the parallel vertical surfaces
of said vertical member, one of said end mem-
bers being connected to a leg of said U-shaped
portion and extending in the opposite direction
therefrom from the direction of extension
therefrom of said bight portion, and the other
of said end members extending downwardly
at an angle from said one parallel vertical sur-

: face of said vertical member; and

a hat supporting portion detachably connected to said

three-sided load supporting means and including

an adjustable length loop band; and

a linearly adjustable elongated brace member
diametrically disposed in said loop band, said
brace member and loop band being selectively
adjustable both simultaneously and individually
to permit said hat supporting portion to provide
optimum support for hats of varying sizes and
shapes.
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