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To ct/t it hot, it 172(t/ CO7 ce/fu. 
Be it known that I, JOHN T. MORAN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Thorn 
dike, in the county of Hampden and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Plumber's Holder, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

plumbers’ holders, consisting, essentially, of 
a peculiarly-constructed pair of tongs and a 
bench-standard for the same. 
The objects of my improvement are, first, 

to provide an implement for grasping and Se 
curely retaining any pipe, gooseneck-faucet, 
or other similar article in use by plumbers 
within the capacity of said implement, and 
which can be manipulated easily and rapidly 
both when seizing and releasing the pipe or 
faucet; second, to furnish an adjustable de 
vice for supporting the above-mentioned im 
plement when in use, and, third, to producea, 
detachable holder in such an inexpensive and 
simple form that it can be sold at a compara 
tively small cost, readily shipped, and easily 
Set up. 

Heretofore it has been the custom of plumb 
ers when wiping a joint to insert the pipe Or 
faucet being operated upon in a pipe-Wrench 
and place the latter in an ordinary wise. The 
principal objections to this method are as fol 
lows: first, because the wrench either can 
not be operated quickly enough or there is 
no means of locking its jaWS tightly upon 
the object between them, or both, and, second, 
because the Wise cannot be raised and lowered 
and often does not swing or turn. I have com 
pletely overcome these objections in my im 
proved holder. 

I attain the objects noted above by the de 
vices illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 
Figure 1 is a side view of my invention, show 

ing it secured to a bench and having a faucet 
in its grasp; Fig. 2, a plan view of the same, 
and Fig. 3 an enlarged side view of the lock 
Strap. 
Similar figures refer to similar parts through 

out the several views. 
The tongs consist of two members pivoted 

together at 4 and so constructed as to form 
the jaws 55 and handles 66. The outer ends 

of the jaws 5 are equipped with the prongS 7, 
and the inside surfaces of said jaws are slightly 
concaved in a longitudinal direction to con 
form more or less closely to the contour of 
the object to be placed between the same. 
The free terminal of the handle 6 passes 
through a hole 8 in one end of the strap 9 and 
is turned over to prevent the latter from be 
coming detached therefrom and at the same 
time permit the strap to be folded back against 
the outer face of the handle, where it will be 
out of the way when the tongs are being 
used without the locking-strap. The free 
terminal of the handle 6 is equipped with 
the spur 10, which is adapted to enter any of 
the remaining holes 8 in the strap 9. When 
the perforated strap 9 is swung clear of the 
spur 10, as indicated by the dotted lines 9 in 
Fig. 2, the jaws 5 of the tongs may be separated 
for the purpose of closing them upon an ob 
ject, such as the faucet l1. The handles 6 
and 6 are now pressed together and the strap 
9 closed over the spur 10, thereby firmly grip 
ping the faucet 11 between the jaws 5. Suf 
ficient resiliency resides in the handles 6 and 
6° to permit the spur 10 to be sprung into the 
nearest available hole S to the pivoted end of 
the strap 9. The faucet 11 is now securely 
held in place and the tongs locked by the 
strap 9. 

It will be readily seen that the operation of 
these tongs is easily, quickly, and positively 
performed. 
The standard consists of the collar 12, which 

is screwed or otherwise fastened to a bench 
13, the rod 14 passing through suitable open 
ings in said collar and bench and the slotted 
head 15 surmounting said rod. The collar 12 
is provided with the thumb-screw 16, which 
is adapted to bear against or release the rod 
14. The head 15 is traversed by the slot 17, 
and the thumb-screw 18 is threaded into one 
side of said head and enters said slot. After 
the tongs are closed upon the faucet 11 one 
of the handles is inserted in the slot 17 and 
the thumb-screw 18 tightened upon the han 
dle, thereby rigidly attaching said tongs to 
the head 15. The thumb-screw 16 is next 
loosened and the rod 14 raised or lowered and 
turned until the faucet 11 is brought into the 
desired position, when said thumb-screw is 
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tightened against said rod. The faucet, 11 is 
now in a convenient position for wiping the 
joint that is to be made there with. 

It will be noticed that the parts herein de 
scribed may be readily detached and placed 
in a small compass and as readily set up. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. In combination with a pair of tongs, hav 

ing one straight handle, a standard 14, capa 
ble of longitudinal and rotary adjustment and 
provided with an opening in its free end to 
receive and grasp one of the handles of said 
tongs, and a set-Screw to bear against the 
handle, substantially as set forth. 

2. In combination with a pair of tongs, a 
collar adapted to be attached to a bench, a rod 
mounted in said collar, and having free on 
gitudinal and rotary movement, means to 

rigidly ?ix said rod in position in the collar 
and means comprising an opening and locking 
means to bear against the handle to secure 
said tongs to the top of the latter, substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. In combination with a pair of tongs, a 
collar capable of being attached to a bench, 
a rod loosely mounted in said collar and hav 
ing longitudinal and rotary movement there 
in, means to rigidly fix said rod in position, 
a slotted head on the latter adapted to receive 
one of the arms of said tongs and means for 
securing the arm to said head, substantially 
as specified. 

JOHN T. MORAN. 

Witnesses: 
DEXTER. E. TILLEY, 
S. SWEENEY. 
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