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My invention relates to a new and useful cap-
sule computer and delivery device and has for

one of its objects to provide an exceedingly simple-

and effective device which is relatively smail,

compact, light in weight and readily portable
whereby it may be employed by a druggist upon

his prescription bhench, when compounding cap-
sules, tablets, pills and the like, to expedite his
work and reduce to a minimum the likelihood of
making and dispensing more or less than the re-
quired number of articles ordered.

Often during the compounding of medicinal
capsules, pills and the like, a druggist is so en-
grossed with his work that he misses count of
the articles completed and it becomes necessary
to stop, possibly several times, to reckon the num-
ber of finished individual items, resulting in con-
siderable loss of time. Therefore, another object
of this invention is to produce a device having
a plurality of compartments in which individual
articles are separately placed for- indicating or
computing the number of such articles by view-
ing the device to ascertain the number of filled
compartments which may be arranged in rows of
bredetermined numbers to assist the counting
performance. The device may also be utilized in
computing the number of any small articles by
dropping them one at a time into- the compart-

ments until certain ones of said compartments are

occupied, as one row, two rows or any certain
number of rows and a fraction of another row.
Unless a drug store is especially well equipped
with apparatus for handling medicinal items, sueh
as capsules, in particular, pills, tablets and the
like, these items are -usually placed: upon the
bench and then picked up, one at a time, or placed
in some make-shift pouring appliance and placed

or dumped into a container, such as a box or

bottle. To overcome these objectionable features,
another object of the present invention is to Dro-
vide a tray to receive the articles atter-being com-
puted, said tray having a spout whereby the
articles may be poured as & group from the tray
in one operation.

A further object of this invention is to produce
& device of the kind mentioned comprised of a
tray, provided with a spout, slidably connected to
2 footed and compartmented cradle, said tray
initially functioning as a bottom for the cradie
body and subsequently acting as a gathering and
dispensing medium to direct articles formerly
within the cradle into a suitable container in
which they are delivered to a custoiuer. )

A still further object of the inventiqn is to pro-
duce an article computer and delivery device con-
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sisting: of & eradle member ineluding a front end
wall, side walls, a rear end wall having a portion
extending below the plane of the front end and.
side-walls to function as a leg or foot, front offset
frem the outside suriaces of their respective side-
walls and partitions between the end and side.
walls to-form compartments, and a tray member
including a bottom and side walls having a nor-.
mally open rear end elosed by the rear end wail
of the cradle member and provided with a spout
at the forward-end, said tray member being ver-
tically slidably connected to the cradle. member
with a snug terce fit whereby the tray member
may- be held in either an elevated or depressed
Dosition: relative to-said cradle- member to. fune-
tion as & bottom for the eradle niember-or.a pour-
ing medium for articles whick have descended
irom said cradle member due-to depression of said
tray member,

With the above and other objects in view this
invention consists. of the details of construction
and combination of elements hereinafter set
forth and then. designated by the claims. .

In order that those skilled in the art to which
this invention appertains. may. understand how
to make:and use-the same, I will describe its con-
struction in detail, referring by numerals to the
accompanying. drawings: forming a part hereof,
in which: :

Fig. 1 is a top plan. view of a capsule. counter
and delivery device constructed in accordance
with my invention, .

Fig.-2.is a.side elevation thereof with the tray
elevated so the device is. ready for use as a com--
buter.and holder for articles. in. individual sepa~ .
rate compartments.

Fig. 3 is a:section on the line 3—3 of Fig, 1 with
the tray member in the elevated Dosition.

Fig. 4 is a similar view showag the. tray mein-
ber depressed.. )

Fig. & is a. view in perspective and locking at
the front end of the device while in a, tilted posi-
tion for the-pouring operation.

Fig. 6 is an exploded view, in: perspective, with
portions broken away and shown in section to
iHustrate the assembling relation of the two mem~
bers:

In carrying out my invention as herein el
bodied (0 represents the upper or cradle and sup-
porting member and {1 is the companion-or tray
member vertically slidably mounted within por-
tions of said cradle member and supported by the
latter due to a forece fit between the members.

The cradle 10-includes a body §2 comprised of
a front end wall {3, parallel side walls 4, o rear
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end wall (5, the lower portion of which projects
below the plane of the bottom edges of the front
end and side walls, and longitudinal and trans-
verse partitions 16 and 1T, respectively, dividing
the interior of the body into a pluralivy of rows
of separate and individual compartments {8. The
tops and bottoms of all of said compartments are
normally open and the upper edges of the walls
and partitions are, preferably, frush or in the
same plane.

The rear end wall i5 extends a sufficient dis-
tance below the lower edges oi the other walls of
the body to also function as one or the rear sup-
porting leg or foot. The tront end oI the body is
supported by front side legs {9 which are omset
laterally from the boay side walls i4 to torm ver-
tical shoulders 20 opposed to the rorward or inner
face of the rear wall 18 and its lower portion or
pendant extension and spaced a definite distance
thereirom.

The tray {1 consists of a bottom 2{, perpendic-
uiar sice walls 22 and a forwardly exscenaing
spout 23, of any suitable configuratsion, project-
ing irom the iorward portion or ena oI sald pot-
tom. The front and rear enas Oi the tray are
normally open and the rear eage of the bot-
tom 21 is susstantially the same distance from
the forward eages of the siae walis as that be-
tween the inner face oi the rear wail to and
the shoulder 2y so that porwons of the tray have
a force fit with said rear walil and snouliqaers.
In adaition the tray slae walls 24 telescope on
the exteriors of tie craale slae walls 14 with a
force fit. Also the slae eages of tie tray pot-
tom may be notched at 24 CONCIZUOUS the 10r-
ward eages of the tray side waus whnereny une
boraer eages of said notcnes may engasze tne
forward siae legs with a orce fit. 'nus 10 wall
be apparent that the tray pottorn snugly buv
forcioty siaably fits withun the iegs oi tie craale
and the tray siue wails are simiiariyy arranged
with relation to the craale siae wals ana uhe
shouicers 2y and said tray slae waus are of sui-
ficient height to overiap the craale sioe walls
whether the tray is elevated, Fig. 3, or aepressed
as depicted in Fig. 4. when the tray 1s 1 tne
lower position it is level with tae bottom enas
of the 1ront sice legs 1Y and that poruion of the
cradle rear wall which runctions as the rear leg.

In practice, the tray is elevated, as shown in
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, s0 that the bottoms of ail of the
compartmenis are closed and because of the force
fit between the cradle and tray the iaster wil
yemain elevated until some outside force is ap-
plied thereto. As capsules 25, or other articles,
are made up they are inaividually piaced in sepa-
rate compartments, ¥ig. 3, unti a aesired num-
per of the compartments are occupieda thus com-
puting or inaicating tne requirea number with-
out actually having to count the articles. Upon
completion of the order, the tray siaes are pushed
down by hand until the tray, as a whole, is de-
pressed, Figs. 4 and 5, at which time the articles
will descend with the tray bottom and rest there-
on as indicated in Fig. 4. As the tray sides are
higher than the distance petween the bottom of
the cradle hody and the lower ends of the legs
and since the pendent extension of the cradle
rear wall is as long as the legs i9, the sides and
rear of the tray will be continuously closed. By
grasping the sides of the device, especially the
tray side walls, between the thumb and fingers
and tilting the device with the spout downwardly
the articles can be readily poured into a container,
such as a bottle or box, without the likelihood of
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4
spilling, and delivered to a customer with the
full knowleage that the proper number of articles
are in the container.

The aevice can pe manufactured from any suit-
able material and if maae from any of the well
known p:astlcs 1t will be neat m appearance, easily
mamtamned in a samgary conaition, hignt i
weigns tor ready manipulation, ana compact so
that it may be stored in a small space. ’

Of course I ao not wish to be fimited to the
exact aetails of construction hereir shown and
describea as these may be varied within the scope
of the appenaed claims without aeparting irom
the spirit of my invention.

Having qescribed my nvention what I claim as
new ana useiul is:

1. A capsule computer and delivery device com-

“prising a comparumented craule having a rear

wall also funcuioning as a rear leg, front side legs
at the 1orward end of said boay, ana a tray hav-
ing a spout at the iorward ena and perpenaicular
sice walls ,said tray forcibly verucaly siiuanly
mountea on the cracle I a posivion wnaereby we
tear eng Of the tray 15 ciosea by tne craaie rear
wail and the tray siae walls overlap tne cradie
siae walls and wherepy the tray may he em-
porarily held in an elevated position v0 IUnCuion
as the pottom IOr tiie comparimeniea craaie and
gepressed o proviae an €xit unaer the crauie lead-
ing to the spoub wiile tne slues anu rear remaln
closed.

4. In a device of the characier descrived, a
craale, and a tray cooperatively veréically siiaably
connecsea 1o sala craule, sald craale comprisig a
cumpartnmentea hoay mmciaing a ront ena wail
anu sice waus all or the same height ana a rear
end wall having 1ts upper eage in tae same plane
as the upper euges or said iront and side wails
anag proviaed wih & portion extending below
the lower eages OI Said iront and slae walis, said
extenaing poriion funcktlolung as & real leg 10r
the crauie, iront siae legs on the body oilset
reiative to the craale sice walls, and spoulaers
formea by the rear suriaces or Said ircnt siae legs
and opposeda to the mner surface oi the craaie
rear wall, said tray comprising a bottorn wall,
perpenalcular siae walis and a spout at tne for-
ward end, both enas oI said tray bemng normally
open, the distance hbetween the forwara enus of
the tray siaes and the rear end of the tray bot-
tom being suostantially tie same as the aistance
between the shoulders and the inner suriace of
the cradle rear wall, said shouluers and inner
suriace snugly and forcibly fitting the forward
eages of the tray side walls and rear edge of the
bottom, respecuvely, o maintain the tray in an
elevated position whereby the bottom wall acts
at a bottom 1or the cradie bouy and M a ae-
pressed position to cause articies to travel there-
in towards the spout when the aevice is tilted,
the tray side walls telescoping and overlapping
the exterior iaces of the craale siue walls.

3. The structure accoraing to claim 2 wherein
the tray bottom is notched at both sides con-
tiguous the forward ends of the tray side walls to

- receive the front side legs of the cradle, the edges

of said notches having a force fit with said front
side legs of the cradie.

4. The structure according to claim 2 wherein
the distance between the exterior surfaces of the

-cradle side walls is the same as the distance be-

tween the interior surfaces of the tray side walls
to provide a force fit between the coacting side
walls.

5. In a device of the character described, a
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cradle including a body having longitudinal and
transverse partitions within the same to divide
the interior thereof into rows of individual com-
bartments open at the top and bottom, said body
including a rear wall extending below the bot-
tom thereoi to. function as a support for the
rear end of the cradle, legs at the forward end
of the body to support the forward end of said
cradle, said cradle being located above the sur-

face on which the rear wall and legs are resting, 10

and a tray having a spout at one end, said tray
being forcibly slidably connected to the rear wall
and legs of the cradle whereby the tray is tem-

5

porarily held in an elevated position to function
as the bottom of the cradle and is forcibly de-
pressed while the cradle remains at rest to pro-
vide an opening communicating with the spout.

WILLIAM A. WINNEBERGER.
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