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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ESTHER F. ALTMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
St. Petersburg, in the county of Clarion and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Sharpening De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to sharpening de 

vices. 
In carrying out my invention it is my pur 

pose to provide a sharpening element with 
a suitable handle with a moisture retaining 
face or member, whereby moisture may be 
imparted to the implement being sharp 
ened and thence to the sharpening element. 
With the above object and others of a 

similar nature in view, which will herein 
after be more fully set forth, the invention 
resides in the construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts set forth in andfall 
ing within the scope of the appended claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of a device constructed in accord 
ance with the present invention. Fig. 2 is a 
sectional longitudinal view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a detail view illustrating the device 
within a container. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail the 
numeral 1 designates the central member or 
core of my improved sharpener. This mem 
ber is preferably constructed of wood and 
comprises what may be termed a body por 
tion having an extension forming a handle 
2. The body portion has one of its faces 
provided with a sharpening element, such 
as a stone 3, the said element being secured 
to the body in any desired or preferred man 

ner, such as the employment of glue or simi 
lar adhesive materials. The opposite face 
of the body is provided with a coating of 
fabric or other porous, soft material, the 
same being adapted to absorb a sufficient 
quantity of moisture which may be expelled 
therefrom as the said moistened surface is 
drawn over the implement to be operated 
upon by the sharpening element. 
The device is adapted to be carried, when 

not in use, in a casing containing a suffi 
cient amount of water or other fluid, as 
illustrated in Fig. 3 of the drawing, the said casing being provided with a suitable top 
or closer which is flanged to prevent the 
escape or evaporation of the liquid con 
tained within the said casing. 
Having thus described the invention what 

I claim is:- 
In a device for the purpose set forth, a 

flattened core provided with a handle, the 
said core having one of its faces provided 
with a sharpening stone which is glued 
thereon, the opposite face of the core being 
provided with a soft fabric surface of an 
absorbent nature and which is adapted to 
retain a quantity of water, and the core 
adapted to serve as a partition for prevent 
ing the liquid from contacting with the 
sharpening stone, or interfering with the 
connection of the stone to the core. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ESTHER, FLORETTA ALTMAN. 

Witnesses: 
F. F. EDINGER, 
EsTHER EDDINGER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the 'Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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