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coin, which coin or coins is used as a weight. 

1 Claim, 2 Drawing Figures 

  





3,786,885 
1. 

POSTAGE ESTIMATOR AND RULER 

This invention relates to postage scales or weighing 
devices, and more particularly to scales combined with 
measuring devices, such as the ordinary desk ruler, let 
ter openers, desk knives and the like. 
A main object of the invention is to provide a novel 

and improved postage scale or estimator which in 
volves a minimum of relatively simple components, 
which is inexpensive to fabricate and which estimates 
postage required on small parcels and letters more ac 
curately than previously known similar devices. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved postage scale which makes use of inexpensive 
materials, which is durable and which can be mass pro 
duced at very low cost. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

means of positioning letters and small parcels of vari 
ous sizes and widths, in such a way as to maintain the 
same relationship between the fulcrum and the small 
parcel or letter being weighed. 
Further objects and advantages will become apparent 

from the following description and claims, and from the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a top view of the reverse side of the ruler 1, 

showing placement of the scale 4, indicating gradation 
lines from 0 to 7 to the right and 0 to 7 to the left and, 
location of fulcrum 2, with flattened point 3, and slot 
5 into which a 5-cents coin will fit. 
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FIG. 2 is a top view of the ruler postage estimator 6, 

placed upon the table 7, with letter 8, placed upon the 
device with its center directly over point 0 on the scale. 
This is accomplished by placing the letter so that the 
same figures appear on both sides of the letter, as indi 
cated by numbers 11 and 12. When the letter 8 is so 
placed, the device will tilt and touch the table 7 at point 
10. 
Five cents coins are placed in the slot 5. until the device 
tilts over to point 9, FIG. 2. and touches the table at 
that point. The number of coins required to effect this 
tilt is the number of ounces of postage required to dis 
patch the letter in the mail. 
While a specific embodiment of an improved postage 

scale or estimator construction has been disclosed in 
the foregoing description, it will be understood that 
various modifications within the spirit of the invention 
may occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, it is in 
tended that no limitations be placed on the invention 
except as defined by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A postage estimator and ruler for weighing small 

parcels and letters, comprising a fulcrum; the point of 
which is flattened and, to the left of which is positioned 
a scale design with gradations from a balance point 0 
to 7 to the right and from 0 to 7 to the left while, upon 
the opposite or right arm of the fulcrum is carved a slot 
with opened end into which a five cents coin will fit. 
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