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(54) Title: BACKPACK WITH SEGMENTED CONSTRUCTION BODY PROTECTING FEATURES
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(57) Abstract:  Backpacks, even
those for outdoors sports, generally
comprise an envelope of relatively
flaccid textile material attached to
a structured back-engaging frame,
board or pad. Extreme sports such
as skiing, motorbike racing, snow
boarding, hell-skiing and such would
benefit from greater protection to
the person’s back, as well as to
the contents of the backpack. The
disclosed backpack (2) includes a
segmented and shaped back board
(40) which permits limited flexing in
certain directions to help protect the
user’s back from overextension. The
container or packing portion (24) of
the backpack (2) has corresponding
rigid segments (16) interconnected
by flexible textile portions (20). The
segmented packing portion (24) and
the segmented safety board (40) work
together to protect both the contents
of the backpack (2) and the back of
the user.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claim Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claim Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I___] Claim Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

2. l:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite
payment of any additional fee.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. }x‘ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-41,47 and 48

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.
I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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BOX II. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-41, 47-48 the backboard being connected to the shell by straps

Group II: Claims 1-40, 42, 47-48 the backboard being connected to the shell by molded portions

Group III: Claims [-40, 43, 47-48 the backboard being connected to the shell by mating frame portions

Group IV: Claims 1-40, 44, 47-48 the backboard being connected to the shell by tongue and groove mechanisms
Group V: Claims 1-40, 45-48 the backboard being connected to the shell by reinforced zippers

The inventions listed as Groups 1-5 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2,
they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the recitation to the connecting mechanisms is
broad and encompassing, The patentability relies on the specificities of each of the mechanisms as set forth in the dependent claims 41-45.
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