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~ This invention relates to supporting: de-
vices for trousers and has especially for its
object to provide a -device of this kind
which renders superfluous-the use of any
5 kind of suspenders or of a belt, at the same
time permitting to ‘be worn in fully con-
cealed condition. By means of the support-
ing device forming part of my present in-
vention the trousers may be agreeably and
0 conveniently supported by the shirt, the
fabric of the shirt for this purpose being
drawn over the suspender buttons provided
at the interior of the trousers band and the
so covered-up buttons inserted into an ap-
15 orture of a clasp and thereupon into a slot
adjoining said aperture. In this manner
the buttons which are covered-up with the
fabric of the shirt may be tightly kept with-
in said slot either by mere friction between
20 the slot and the buttons therein or also
by the aid of one or more pairs of enlarge-
ments in said slots, said enlargements serv-
ing as bearing sockets for the buttons.
In contra-distinction to known devices
of the present kind, the clasp according to
my present invention is so constructed that
a pair of adjacent trouser buttons may be
gripped simultaneously, at the same time
securing the clasp to proper position during
30 use. Accordingly my invention provides in
general a clasp of oblong conformation hav-
ing a_central aperture with two slots op-
positely arranged to.each other and adjoin-
ing said aperture permitting a pair of ad-
35 jacent trouser buttons covered-up with the
fabric of the shirt to be inserted one after
‘the other into said central aperture and
thereupon shifted into the adjoining slots
of the clasp. The plate of which the clasp
40 j5 made may be suitably arched to fit the
body of the wearer with the effect that the
latter will not feel the clasp during use.
The clasp according to this invention is
constructed without any movable parts
45 which would complicate the construction of
the clasp and increase the price of produc-
tion such as had ordinarily been the case in
trousers supporting devices of known con-
structions. R 7
As the distance between adjacent trousers
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buttons is not the same on all trousers,
according to my invention further provi-
sions are made to construct the clasp in a
manner to be suitable for use in connection
with trousers buttons having different dis- ‘33
tances from -each other. For this purpose
the aforementioned slots adjoining the cen-
tral aperture of the clasp are provided with

a plurality of enlargements or bearing sock-
ets adapted for the reception of adjacent vo
trousers buttons having. different distances
from each other. In order to render a clasp
of this construction still more useful in con-
nection with trousers buttons having dif-
ferent distances from each other, according
to my invention I provide a further modi-
fied form of clasp which is composed of two
parts which are elastically and flexibly con-

nected with each other permitting to'a cer-

tain extent - longitudinal displacement of ‘70
sald two parts and therewith variation of
the distance of. the longitudinal slots of
these parts. - This elastical and flexible con-
nection between the two parts of the clasp
may, for instance, consist of rubber bands 75
or the like. ' ' ‘

In the drawings Fig. 1 is a side-view of

‘the new clasp in its most simple form, Fig. 2

a view taken on the edge of the clasp shown
in Fig. 1, Fig. 8 a side-view of a second form
of clasp having a plurality of enlargements
or bearing sockets in either slot permitting
use of the clasp in connection with trousers
buttons having different distances from each
other, I'ig. 4 is a partial side-view of a’ clasp
of the general conformation shown in Fig. 1
with an additional lining or resilient or
yielding material for the enlargements or
bearing sockets, Fig. 5 a section along line
5—5 of Fig. 4 showing more clearly the lin-
ing for the enlargements or bearing sockets,
Fig. 6 a view similar to Fig. 4 showing a
somewhat different kind of lining for said
enlargements or bearing sockets, Fig. 7 a
perspective view of a pair of trousers with 95
buttons provided interiorly of the trousers

band and showing a clasp of the form shown

in Fig. 1 in condition of ‘use, that is when

fixed to the trousers buttons which had been

covered-up by the fabric of the shirt and ioo
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inserted through the central aperture of the
clasp into the adjoining slots and the en-
largements or bearing sockets at the end
thereof, Fig. 8 is a partial sectional view
taken vertically through the clasp shown in
Fig. 7 as well as through the fabric of the
trousers and of the shirt in condition of use
of the clasp, Fig. 9 is a side-view on a fus-
ther modified form of my new clasp, said
modified form consisting of two parts which
are connected with each -other by elastical
bands or the like permitting automatic ad-
justment of the clasp with respect to trou-
sers buttons having different distances from
each other, and Fig. 10 is a side-view of a

further modified form of a clasp which sim--

ilarly to Fig. 9 consists of two parts which
are elastically and flexibly connected with
each other, said parts having each a sepa-
rate aperture permitting introduction of the
trousers buttons -covered-up with the fabric
of the shirt and subsequent insertion of said
buttons through a slot adjoining said aper-
ture into enlargements or bearing sockets at
the outer-end of said slots. ‘ ‘

Figs. 1 and 2 show a very simple form of
the new clasp which consists of a plate a
of any desired material, for instance, natural
or artificial horn, wood, papier-miché or the
like, said plate being properly arched to fit
the body of the wearer. The plate a is pro-
vided with a central aperture b permitting
introduction of the trousers buttons and with
two longitudinal slots ¢ adjoining in oppo-
site -direction said aperture 0. At their ends
these slots ¢ are enlarged to form bearing
sockets d for a pair of trousers buttons.

As shown in Figs. 7 and 8 the trousers f
‘may be fastened to the shirt by first placing
‘the fabric ¢ of the shirt over the surface of
a button ¢, which is fastened on the interior
.of the trousers band and now the button
.covered with the fabric of the shirt is in-
troduced into the central aperture b of the
clasp and thereupon outwardly shifted with-
in the slot ¢. The button may be shifted
within the slot ¢ eventually as far as to the
enlarged end or bearing sockets so that said
button together with the fabric of the shirt
placed - therearound will be kept fixed in
proper position during use. In like manner
now a second button -, is covered with the

“fabric of the shirt and introduced into the

central aperture b and mow moved along
the other of said slots ¢. In this-condition
of the clasp the trousers will be properly
suspended en the shirt. Proper support of
‘the trousers by the shirt will be possible by
connecting the trousers with the shirt at two
places of the trousers band. The enlarge-
ments d of the slots ¢ will thus form bearing
sockets for the trousers buttons in condition
of use; such enlargements, however, being
not absolutely mnecessary, since it will be
sufficient if the buttons are merely positioned
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within the slots ¢ at any convenient point
thereof. Preferably, however, the buttons
may be shifted within the slots ¢ as far as
to the enlarged ends @ thereof.

In the construction of the clasp shown in
Figs. 1, 2, 7 and 8 the enlargements @ of the
slots ¢ may be used as bearing sockets for
the trousers buttons, if the distance between
these enlargements is equal to the distance
of the respective pair of adjacent trousers
buttons. In this respect the construction
shown in Fig. 8 represents a modified form
of clasp permitting to be used in connection
with trousers having pairs of adjacent but-
tons which have different-distances from each
other. In this case the clasp is made of
essentially greater length and the slots ¢ on
either side of the central aperture b are pro-
vided with a plurality of enlargements dy, .
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of which one on either side of said aperture 28

will form a bearing socket for the respective
trousers button. . . ' '
In order to avoid excessive wear of the
fabric of the shirt and in order to provide
full security of the connection between the
shirt and the trousers by means of my new
clasp, it is further preferable to provide a
lining for the interior surfaces of the en-
largements ¢ at their inner -edges, said lin-

ing consisting of a yielding material as in- 9%

dicated in Figs. 4, 5 and 6. In Figs. 4 and
5 the edge of the aperture & is provided with
a lining of rubber, while according to Fig.

5 the interior of the -enlargements d 1s

&9

equipped with a resilient ring ¢ which serves 8¢

to keep the trousers buttons after being in-
troduced into the bearing socket in- proper
position in the manner of a pressure but-
ton closure. ‘ i

The clasp shown in Fig. 9 is constructed in

the above indicated manner with two parts
u, the central aperture b which permits in-
troduction of the trousers buttons when cov-
ered up with the fabric of the shirt being

formed by recesses at the adjacent ends of 3

said two parts. In this construction of the
clasp, furthermore, longitudinal slots ¢ are
provided adjoining said central aperture b,
said slots ¢ having each at its outer end an
enlargement -or Jbearing socket ‘dy and. .
These bearing sockets d; and d, may also be
arranged in accordance with TFigs. 4 to 6.
The two parts of the -clasp shown in Fig. 9
are connected with each other by the -elas-

tical bands 4, and 4. -Apparently a clasp A%’

constructed -of two -elastically and flexibly
connected :parts as shown in Fig. 9 will con-
veniently permit variation of the distances
between the enlargements or bearing sockets
d, and d,so that the clasp may be properly :
adjusted to be used in connection with trou-
sers buttons having different distances from
each other. In addition, a clasp constructed
with two parts as shown in Fig. 9 will have

the further advantage that the several parts 2



10

- rubber straps or the like ¢, and 4.

15

20

30

40

>
w

50

56

60

1,909,561

of the clasp do not need to be arched to fit
the body of the wearer because the clasp as
a whole due to the elastical bands e, and e,
will be possessed of proper flexibility to con-
veniently fit the waist of the wearer. The
further construction of the clasp shown in
Fig. 10 is a further modification which may
be regarded as a further development from
the construction of clasp shown in Fig. 9.
According to Fig. 10 the clasp is likewise
composed of two halves @, ¢ which are con-
nected with each other by elastical bands,
In the
present case either part @ of the clasp is
provided with a longitudinal slot ¢ with en-
largements or bearing sockets ¢, and d, at
the outer ends of said slots.” In contra-dis-
tinction to the construction shown in Fig.
9 however, the clasp as shown in Fig. 10 1s
not provided with a central aperture which
is common to both longitudinal slots ¢ but
either part « of the clagp is provided with
such an aperture adjoining  the inner end
of the slot c. :

The clasp introduced according to my in-
vention in addition to the aforementioned
mode of use, may also be used in such a man-
ner that not only the fabric of the upper
shirt but also the fabric of the under shirt
may be laid around the trousers buttons,
thus fixing the latter to both, the upper and
under shirt. If prior to covering up the
trousers buttons with the fabric of the upper
as well as with the fabric of the under shirt,
the former should be pulled somewhat out
of the body of the trousers in the manner of
a blouse so that the trousers will now essen-
tially be supported by the under shirt, while
the upper shirt will loosely fit the body of
the wearer. Further inadvertent pulling
out of the upper shirt which occasionally
may occur when using suspenders or a belt
will be fully prevented in the present case,
because the upper shirt, although not par-
ticipating in supporting the trousers, will
yet be fully fixed to its proper position.

I claim: '

1. A clasp for supporting trousers by the
shirt, said clasp being so perforated as to
permit passage of the trousers buttons cov-
ered up with the fabric of the shirt, and hav-
ing slots extending laterally from the place
of passage of the Individual buttons to near
the ends of said clasp and permitting after
the passage of said buttons through the clasp
shifting of said buttons within said slots
these latter being adapted to serve as bear-
ings for said buttons when they are in prop-
er position within the same.

2. A clasp for supporting trousers by the
shirt, said clasp being provided at or near
its central part with an aperture permitting
introduction of the trousers buttons covered
up with the fabric of the shirt, and having
a slot extending from said aperture towards

3

both ends of said clasp permitting after in-
sertion of said buttons into said aperture
shifting of said buttons within said slots,
said slots being adapted to serve as bearings
for said buttons when in proper position
within said lots.

3. A clasp for supporting trousers by the
shirt, said clasp consisting of an oblong
plate having a central aperture therein, said
aperture permitting introduction of the
trousers buttons covered-up with the fabric
of the shirt, and a longitudinal slot on either
side of said aperture in longitudinal direc-
tion of said plate, said slots being adapted
to serve as bearing sockets for said buttons
after being shifted outwardly within said
slots.

4. A clasp as specified by claim 2 in which
the slots are provided at their outer ends
with enlargements adapted to serve as bear-
ing sockets for said buttons after being
shifted outwardly within said slots.

5. A clasp as specified by claim 2 in which
either slot is provided with a plurality of

enlargements adapted to form bearing sock- Y

ets for trousers buttons having different dis-
tances from each other.

6. A clasp for supporting trousers by the
shirt, said clasp consisting of an oblong plate

having a central aperture therein, said aper- !

ture permitting introduction of the trousers
buttons covered-up with the fabric of the
shirt, a longitudinal slot on either side of
said aperture in longitudinal direction of
said plate, said slots being provided with
enlargements adapted to serve as bearing
sockets for said buttons after being shifted
outwardly within said slots, and a lining of
yielding material provided within said en-
largements or bearing sockets.

7. A clasp as specified by claim 2 which
clasp is suitably arched to fit the body of
the wearer.

8. A clasp for supporting trousers by
the shirt, said clasp consisting of two
plates, a yielding connection between said
plates, an aperture intermediate the adja-
cent interior ends of said plate, said aper-
ture permitting introduction of a trousers
button covered-up with the fabric of a shirt,
and a longitudinal slot in either of said
parts, said slots adjoining said aperture.

9. A clasp for supporting trousers by the
shirt, said clasp consisting of two plates, an
elastic connection intermediate said plates,
an aperture in each of said plates, said aper-
tures being positioned near the adjacent ends
of said plates, and a slot extending from
each of said apertures in longitudinal direc-
tion towards the outer ends of each of said
plates.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

NATHAN ABRAHAM.
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