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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepa A. RAMSEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Beat-
rice, in the county of Gage and State of Ne-
braska, have invented a new and useful
Husker, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. '

This invention relates to corn huskers.

The object of the invention is to provide a
metallic thumb piece or stall including piv-
otally united sections one of which is pro-
vided with a plurality of shredding fingers or
teeth adapted to pierce the husks and assist
in removing the same from the ear.

A further object is to provide a thumb
stall capable of being used in connection with
an ordinary husking glove or mitt and which
may be adjusted to fit the thumb of the op-
erator. '

A still further object of the invention is to
generally improve this class of devices so as
to increase their utility, durability and effi-
ciency.

Further objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following description, it being un-
derstood that various changes in form, pro-
portions and minor details of construction
may be resorted to within the scope of the
appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification: Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a corn-husking device con-
structed in accordance with my invention
showing the same in position on the thumb.
Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view of the
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings.

The improved husking implement forming
the subject matter of the present invention
comprises a pair of pivotally united sections
5 and 6 preferably formed of metal and
adapted to be worn on the thumb, as best
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The sec-

. tion 5 consists of a ring split longitudinally,
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as indicated at 7 so that the same may be
adjusted to fit the thumb of the operator,

sald ring or section being provided with op-

positely disposed laterally extending ears 8
which bear against the exterior walls of the
section 6 and are pivotally combined there-
with by pins or studs 9 so as to permit free
movement of the upper section during the
husking operation. The section 6 is curved
to conform to the shape of the thumb and is

cut away at 10 to accommodate the knuckle
or joint of the thumb so as to permit pivotal
movement of the sections without danger of
lacerating or otherwise injuring the thumb.

Extending laterally from the convex face
of the section 6 are a plurality of shredding
fingers or teeth 11 preferably formed by pro-
ducing one or more slits or incisions in the
metal and pressing the metal forming said
fingers upwardly, as shown. The walls of
the slots or.incisions 12 are bent upwardly to
form cutting edges 13 which assist in remov-
ing the husk from the ear of corn and also
agsist in preventing the openings 11 from be-
coming clogged or otherwise obstructed dur-
ing the husking operation. One or more
openings 14 are preferably formed in the con-
vex face of the pivoted section 6, the metal
surrounding the openings 14 being pressed
upwardly to form cutting edges 15 similar in
construction to the edges 12 and which bite
into the husks and assist in removing fine
particles of husks and silks from the ear.

As a means for retaining the husking im-
plement in position on the thumb of the oper-
ator there is provided a strap or other flexi-
ble medium 17 which extends transversely
across the open side of the section 6 and 1s
secured thereto by hooks 18. The hooks 18
are struck up from the metal comprising the
section 6 and are bent laterally into engage-
ment with the straps 17, as indicated at 19,
thereby to prevent accidental displacement
of said strap.

The device is designed for use in connec-
tion with a husking glove or mitt and when
so used is placed in position on the thumb
with the shredding teeth or fingers project-
ing laterally and arranged in the path of
movement of the ear of corn as the latter is
drawn across the palm of the hand.

By forming the lower section or ring 5 with
a longitudinal slot, said ring may be readily
expanded or contracted so as to fit the thumb
of the operator. It will also be observed
that the thumb piece forms a shield or hous-
ing for the thumb so as to prevent injury to
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that member during the husking operation -

while at the same time permitting the oper-
ator to readily grasp the ear of corn.

The husking implements may be made in
different sizes and shapes and worn. on either
the right or left hand.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that there 1s provided an extremely
simple inexpensive and efficient device ad-
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mirably adapted for the attainment of the
ends in view. o _

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is:

1. A corn husker comprising a thumb stall
formed of a plurality of pivotally united sec-
tions one of which is provided with a plu-
rality of up struck laterally extending shred-
ding fingers, there being one or more open-
ings formed in said section adjacent the
shredding fingers and having their interior
walls pressed laterally to form cutting edges,

and means for retaining the husker in posi- |

tion on the thumb.
2. A corn husker comprising a thumb stall
formed of a plurality of sections one of which
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is provided with laterally extending ears
each having a pivotal connection with the
mating section, said mating section being

| formed with a longitudinal row of laterally

extending up-struck shredding fingers, hooks
struck up from the body of one of the sec-
tions, and means extending transversely
across said section and engaging the bills of
the hooks.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH A. RAMSEY.

Witnesses:

A. HozLETT,
Faxne J. M. WILBER.
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