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To all chom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. HINES, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Leo 
minster, in the county of Worcester and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Name-Plate, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a name plate 

suitable for various purposes, but particul 
larly adapted to be used as a door-plate or 
the like. 
The principal objects of the invention are 

to provide a plate of this character which 
shall be untarnishable and otherwise unaf 
fected by moisture and the weather, which 
shall belight and inexpensive to manufac 
ture and neat and attractive in appearance, 
which can be made up in quantities before 
orders are received and simply assembled to 
make the particular name desired, thus per 
mitting the manufacture and assembling to 
be done at widely separated points, and in 
which the letters may be made conveniently 
of a color or appearance contrasting with 
that of the body of the plate. For these pur 
poses the plate is made mainly of celluloid 
or the like in sheet form, and another ob 
ject of the invention is to provide means for 
strengthening the sheet of celluloid so that 
it will stand ordinary usage to which it is 
subjected in use and in being placed in po 
sition. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a construction in which the letters or 
characters can be formed separately and ap 
plied rapidly and conveniently, and in which 
the main part of the plate can be made in a 
few standard sizes and the letters applied 
in such a way that the word or Words can 
be made to fit properly the standard sizes 
of plate. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will appear hereinafter. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings in which-- 

Figure 1 is a plan of a door plate con 
structed in accordance with this invention; 
and Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal sec 
tional view of the same. 
The invention is shown in a simple form 

in which it comprises substantially three 
elements; first a back-plate A, second, a 
strengthening plate B, and third, a series 
of characters C. The back plate which con 
stitutes the main part of the name plate is 
formed of a sheet of celluloid provided with 

an integral rib a, extending around it and 
Spaced equally from its several edges. This 
rib is formed by an ordinary embossing 
process so that while it adds to the strength 
of the sheet it does not add to the weight 
Or materially to the expense thereof. Out 
side the rib is a flange a provided with a 
pair of perforations a” at opposite ends 
through which fastening devices are to be 
inserted for the purpose of securing the 
plate in position on a door or wall or the 
like. The continuous rib a incloses a panel 
a which is in the same plane as the outer 
flange a'. 

For the purpose of strengthening the 
plate between the two fastening devices and 
also for the purpose of supporting the 
characters C the intermediate plate B is 
provided. This is exactly of the size of the 
panel a and is cemented thereto throughout 
its surface so that its edges come into en 
gagement with the inner surfaces of the 
ribs (t. It, therefore, reinforces the main 
plate between the ribs so that the strength 
ening action of the plate and ribs extend 
throughout from the part of the plate 
bounded by the exterior surface of the ribs. 
This strengthening plate also has another 
function, namely, to provide a convenient 
support for the letters C. The advantages 
of this will be seen when it is stated that 
these lettel's preferably are punched or 
otherwise formed out of sheet celluloid of a 
color contrasting sharply with that of the 
plate B also with that of the plate A. 
Therefore the letters can be used with differ 
ent spacings for words of different lengths 
and the plates B, being exactly the size of 
the space which is to be occupied by the let 
ters, can be used in the absence of the plates 
A for assembling the letters or characters. 
In this way the letters or characters can be 
made in large numbers and they can be ap 
plied to the plates B made in standard sizes 
and afterward Secured in proper position 
on the plates A without further spacing or 
adjustment. The desired spacing can be 
provided by means of templets, gages, or 
by measurements as desired and after the 
letters are once placed on the plates B the 
further assembling of the parts is a very 
simple matter as these plates cannot be 
Wrongly positioned on the back plates. 

It will be understood, of course, that the 
back plates are made in a few standard sizes 
and that the intermediate plates B are 
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formed in corresponding sizes. On account 
of the fact that the intermediate plates abut 
against the inner edges of the ribs the 
strengthening action is complete and con 
tinuous substantially from one fastening de 
vice to the other. 
In this way a name plate is secured in 

which the letters or characters as well as the 
plate are not tarnished or otherwise injured 
by the weather and in which they can be 
made of contrasting colors so that they can 
be seen readily and the letters can be shipped 
from the factory to the agent for assembly in 
accordance with the orders received. This 
is a particularly important point as with 
ordinary name plates the orders have to be 
transmitted to the factory as the names have 
to be made when the plates are manufac 
tured. This facilitates the sale and distri 
bution of the article in a very high degree 
and permits its sale in sparsely settled ter 
ritories where ordinary name plates cannot 
be sold to advantage by agents and at the 
same time the entire construction is very in 
expensive, durable, neat and attractive in 
appearance. - 

Although I have illustrated and described 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
I am aware that many modifications can be 

made therein by any person skilled in the 
art without departing from the scope of the 
invention as expressed in the claim. There 
fore, I do not wish to be limited to all the 
details of construction herein shown and 
described, but 
What I do claim is:- 
As an article of manufacture, a name plate 

comprising a face plate consisting of a piece 
of sheet celluloid having flat edges provided 
with fastening means at its ends and a con 
tinuous integral rib spaced from its edges and 
inclosing a flat panel, in the plane of said 
edges, a reinforcing sheet cemented to and 
covering said panel and abutting against 
said rib at its edges for stiffening the name 
plate between said fastening means, and a 
series of letters or characters, each made of 
sheet celluloid secured to the front of said 
reinforcing sheet, and extending from one 
inner edge of the rib to the opposite one to 
help strengthen the sign. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

- WILLIAM J. HINES. 
Witnesses: 

A. L. PRESTON, 
E. E. HAMILTON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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