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A target suitable for target practice or receiving warning shots which includes a bullet stopping plate with a bullet trapping panel.
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bevelled edges for recelving a replaceable section In the high impact area of the target.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A target suitable for target practice or receiving warning shots which includes a
bullet stopping plate with a bullet trapping panel. The plate includes a side wall designed
to confine bullets fired at an angle. The bullet trapping panel includes a cut-out region
with bevelled edges for receiving a replaceable section in the high impact area of the

target.
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION
Ballistic Target

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a target for projectiles, and particularly to an improved

target suitable for target practice or for receiving warning shots.

2, Description of the Prior Art

Vartous forms of targets for firearms are known, being used for target practice, or
for receiving warntng shots 1n correctional mnstitutions, for example. One known type
consists of a steel plate with a bullet trapping matenal on the front surface. The bullet

trapping material comprises a rubber based material such as recycled tires.

The known types have been found not to be entirely satisfactory. One problem
with the known type 1s that with extended use the high impact area, such as the region
having the bull’s eye or other target region, tends to deteriorate, limiting the useful life of
the target. The bullet trapping panel, being bonded to the steel backing plate is not
readily replaced, so that typically the entire targe must be replaced. Another deficiency

of the existing targets of this type is that they do not reliably confine bullets fired at an

angle, as they allow bullets to exit at the sides.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an improved target that traps

projectiles and provides extended use.
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Another object of the present invention 1s to provide a target that traps and

confines projectiles fired at an angle.

The present invention provides a target with a quick replaceable high impact

target area, and a border that confines projectiles fired at an angle.

Specifically, the present target comprises; a plate for stopping fired projectiles; a

panel of projectile trapping matenial attached to the plate; the backing plate havingaside - -

wall bordering the projectile trapping matenal for confining projectiles fired at an angle;
said panel of projectile trapping material including a recess with bevelied edges for
receiving a replaceable section of projectile trapping material; said replaceable section

having bevelled edges that mates with the recess, and having a supporting plate for

removably attaching to said backing plate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Fig. 11s a perspective view of one embodiment of the target according to the

present invention,

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken at 2-2 of the target shown in Fig. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, the present invention comprises a target assembly

I comprising a back plate 2 and a panel of bullet trapping material 3.

The maternal for the plate 2 will be selected to be suitable to prevent penetration

of bullets or projectiles to be fired at the target. Typically the plate will be made of steel.
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Bonded to the plate 2 is a panel of bullet trapping material 3. The bullet trapping

material may consist of a dense rubber based material such as recycled tires, which may
be in granular form bonded to form the panel. The bullet trapping material prevents

ricochets and retains the bullets and lead particles.

Attached to the plate 2 and bordering the bullet trapping material is a side wall 4

designed to confine bullets fired at an angle.

The panel of bullet trapping material 3 includes a central recess or cut-out region
5 with bevelled edges 6, for receiving a replaceable section 10, which can be best seen 1n
Fig. 2. The replaceable section 10 comprises bullet trapping material, which can be made
of the same type of material used for the surrounding material 3. The replaceable section
has bevelled edges 16 that mates with the recess 5. The edges of the trapping material 3
are bevelled to reduce the possibility of a bullet entering and fragments exiting along the
space between the insert and main panel. The replaceable section 10 includes a
supporting plate 11 for attaching with the backing plate 2 by suitable means, shown in the
form of a bolt and wing nut 14. The target assembly 1 may be supported by a suitable

stand or support means 15.

The use of a replaceable section significantly increases the life the target

assembly. The replaceable section is easily removed and replaced reducing the costs of

operation.

Fig. 1 shows the replaceable section 10 having an image 12 in the form of a bull’s
eye. It will be understood that such an image, or other desired target image, such as a

silhouette, can be placed on the bullet trapping material, the replaceable section, or both.
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A target assembly found to be suitable for 9mm firearms included a backing
member of hardened steel 4 inch thick with dimensions 24 inches by 36 inches and
included a border 12 inches deep surrounding the bullet trapping panel. The bullet
trapping panel was formed of a dense rubber 2 inches thick, formed of recycled rubber.

5 The supporting panel for the replaceable section was a metal plate 1/16 inch thick,
removably attached to the main plate by a bolt and wing nut. The replaceable panel had

bevelled edges with an angle of about 45°.

For applications where fire is a concern, the bullet trapping panel may be

10 provided with a fire retardant material or coating,

It will be understood that the configuration or other aspects of the target may

vary, depending on the particular application, the firearm or ammunition used.

15
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What 1s Claimed is:

1. A ballistic target comprising;
a backing plate for stopping fired projectiles;
a panel of projectile trapping material attached to said backing plate;

said backing plate having a side wall bordering the projectile trapping material for

confining projectiles fired at an angle;

said panel of projectile trapping material including a recess with bevelled edges

for receiving a replaceable section of projectile trapping material;

said replaceable section having bevelled edges that mates with said recess, and

having a supporting plate for removably attaching to said backing plate.

2. The ballistic target of Claim 1, wherein the projectile trapping material comprises

a dense rubber based material bonded to the backing plate.
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