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(57) Abstract: Provided is a steel pipe quenching method in which a steel
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(a)

pipe (2) heated is immersed in a tank (3) with an axis thereof in parallel to
a water surface, thereby cooling an outer surface of the steel pipe exclu-
sively, cooling water is injected from an axis center nozzle (8), and a wa-
ter flow is caused in an axis portion of the steel pipe from an end of the
steel pipe to the other end thereof, thereby cooling the inner surface of the
steel pipe exclusively, to quickly cool the entire surface of the steel pipe,
wherein the axis center nozzle (8) is moved following the axis of the steel
pipe (2), and in the state in which the steep pipe (2) is being immersed in
the tank (3), in starting the injection of the cooling water from the axis
center nozzle (8), the injection is started so that the cooling water injected
to the one end of the steel pipe at the time of starting the injection reaches
the other end at the time when the entire circumference of the steel pipe is
immersed, with the result that it is possible to reduce a difference of
strength which occurs in a longitudinal direction of the steel pipe which is
subjected to the quenching. In this case, on a wall surface opposed to the
axis center nozzle (8) of the tank (3), an opening portion (3a) is formed,
and the cooling water is preferably discharged from the opening portion
(3a), and in causing the water flow in the axis portion of the steel pipe (2),
a flow rate is preferably set to 23 m/sec or more.
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