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1. 

PROMOTING USER INTERACTION BASED 
ONUSERACTIVITY IN SOCIAL 
NETWORKING SERVICES 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. 
No. 13/269,098, filed on Oct. 7, 2011, the disclosure of which 
is expressly incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This specification generally relates to computer Software 
systems and methods, in particular, systems and methods for 
promoting user interaction in a Social networking service. 

BACKGROUND 

Internet-based social networking services provide a digital 
medium for users to interact with one another and share 
information. For examples, users are able to distribute digital 
content (e.g., textual comments, digital images, digital vid 
eos, digital audio, hyperlinks to websites, etc.) to other users 
that they might be connected with in the Social networking 
service. Digital content that is distributed to a user can be 
displayed to the user in a stream page. 

In some cases, a user of a social networking service may 
have established few contacts within the social networking 
service, or otherwise rarely interact with other users of the 
Social networking service. As a consequence. Such users can 
become discouraged and leave the social networking service. 

SUMMARY 

In general, innovative aspects of the Subject matter 
described in this disclosure may be embodied in methods that 
include the actions of, for each user of a plurality of users of 
a computer-implemented Social networking service, deter 
mining a user activity Score, wherein the user activity score 
for each user is determined at least in part based on the activity 
of each user within the computer-implemented Social net 
working service, determining that a first user activity score 
associated with a first user in the plurality of users is greater 
than or equal to a first threshold user activity Score and that a 
second user activity Score associated with a second user in the 
plurality of users is less than a second threshold user activity 
score, and, in response to determining that the first user activ 
ity score is greater than or equal to the first threshold user 
activity Score and that the second user activity score is less 
than the second threshold user activity score, transmitting 
instructions to display a prompt to the first user to encourage 
the first user to interact with the second user within the social 
networking service. 

Other implementations of this aspect include correspond 
ing Systems, apparatus, and computer programs, configured 
to perform the actions of the methods, encoded on computer 
storage devices. 

These and other implementations may each optionally 
include one or more of the following features. For instance, 
determining the user activity Score includes: receiving a plu 
rality of values, each value being associated with a signal that 
reflects user interaction with the Social networking service, 
and determining the user activity Score based on one or more 
values of the plurality of values; each value is based on one of: 
a length of time that a respective user has been a member of 
the Social networking service, a time since a respective user 
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2 
has received a notification from the Social networking service, 
a frequency at which a respective user interacts with the Social 
networking service, a frequency at which a respective user 
interacts with items distributed by other users of the social 
networking service, a frequency at which a respective user 
distributes items using the Social networking service, a num 
ber of contacts of a respective user within the social network 
ing service, a degree of completion of a profile of a respective 
user, a number of contact Suggestions that have been accepted 
by a respective user, a number of features of the social net 
working service that have been used by a respective user, and 
an average duration that a respective user interacts with the 
Social networking service; determining the user activity score 
includes Summing the values; determining the user activity 
score includes applying a respective weight to each value of 
the plurality of values; the user activity Score ranges between 
a minimum value and a maximum value; the prompt includes 
displaying a graphical representation of a profile of the sec 
ond user within a contact display of the first user; the graphi 
cal representation comprises a contact icon; the prompt 
includes a notification requesting the first user to assist the 
second user with a task within the Social networking service; 
the task includes completing a profile associated with the 
second user; the task includes using a feature of the Social 
networking service; actions further include: identifying an 
item distributed by the second user to the first user using the 
Social networking service, the item being associated with an 
item score, and determining that the item score is less than a 
threshold item score, the threshold item score defining a 
minimum item score for items to be displayed in a stream 
page of the first user, wherein, in response to determining that 
the second user activity score is less than the second threshold 
user activity score, the instructions comprise instructions to 
display the item in the stream page, the prompt comprising 
the item; actions further comprise transmitting instructions to 
display an item within a stream page of the first user, the item 
having been distributed by the second user, wherein the 
prompt comprises a notification associated with the item in 
the stream page; and actions further include determining that 
the first user is at least potential contact of the second user 
within the Social networking service, wherein transmitting 
instructions is further in response to determining that the first 
user is a potential contact of the second user within the Social 
networking service. 

Implementations of the present disclosure provide one or 
more of the following example advantages. Users that less 
frequently interact with a social networking service are 
encouraged and Supported before abandoning the Social net 
working service. Users are taught best practices and learn 
how to use features of the social networking service by other 
users. Users that more frequently use the Social networking 
service are able to help other users, creating a sense of good 
will. 
The details of one or more implementations of the subject 

matter described in this specification are set forth in the 
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other 
potential features, aspects, and advantages of the Subject mat 
ter will become apparent from the description, the drawings, 
and the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example network architecture. 
FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example social network including 

Social circles. 
FIG. 3 depicts a screen-shot of example graphical user 

interface for creating and maintaining Social circles. 
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FIG. 4 depicts a screen-shot of an example stream page for 
a user of a social networking service. 

FIG. 5 depicts example ranking and ordering of items in a 
stream page for a user. 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example process that can be 
executed in implementations of the present disclosure. 

Like reference numbers represent corresponding parts 
throughout. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

1. Overview 
In general, implementations of the present disclosure are 

directed to promoting user interactions in a social networking 
service. In particular, implementations of the present disclo 
Sure are directed to promoting user interactions based on user 
activity scores. In some examples, one or more users of the 
Social networking service can be suggested as contacts to one 
or more other users based on respective user activity scores. 
In Some examples, ranking and ordering of items displayed to 
a user within a stream page of the user can be influenced based 
on user activity scores. In some examples, users can be 
prompted to assist one or more other users in interacting with 
the Social networking service based on user activity scores. 

In some implementations, users can opt into or opt out of 
interaction encouragement based on user activity Scores. In 
Some examples, a user can opt out of or opt into receiving 
contact suggestions based on user activity Scores associated 
with potential contacts within the Social networking service. 
In some examples, a user can opt out of or opt into assisting 
other users (e.g., less frequent users) in their use of the Social 
networking service. 

In some implementations, each user of the Social network 
ing service can be associated with a user activity score. The 
user activity score reflects a degree of interaction of the user 
with the Social networking service. In some examples, the 
user activity score can range between a minimum value (e.g., 
0) and a maximum value (e.g., 1). In some examples, a user 
can be categorized based on their respective activity score. In 
Some examples, if the user activity Score is greater than or 
equal to a first threshold user activity score, the user can be 
categorized as a prolific user. As used herein, the phrase 
“prolific user encompasses its plain and ordinary meaning, 
including but not limited to users that very frequently interact 
with the Social networking service (e.g., generate and distrib 
ute a significant amount of content within the Social network 
ing service). In some examples, if the user activity score is 
less than the first threshold user activity score and is greater 
than or equal to a second thresholduser activity score, the user 
can be categorized as a frequent user. As used herein, the 
phrase “frequent user encompasses its plain and ordinary 
meaning, including but not limited to users that frequently 
interact with the Social networking service (e.g., often gener 
ate and distribute content within the Social networking Ser 
vice). In some examples, if the user activity score is less than 
the second threshold user activity Score, the user can be cat 
egorized as an infrequent It is appreciated that other thresh 
olds and/or categories can be implemented. user. As used 
herein, the phrase “infrequent user encompasses its plain 
and ordinary meaning, including but not limited to users that 
rarely interact with the Social networking service (e.g., gen 
erate and distribute little content within the social networking 
service). 

In some examples, user categories can include very prolific 
users, prolific users, frequent users, regular users, infrequent 
users, and rare users. In some examples, promoting interac 
tions between users can be based on extremes (e.g., encour 
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4 
aging very prolific users to interact with rare users). In some 
examples, promoting interactions between users can be based 
on compatible categories. In one example, regular users can 
be encouraged to interact with rare users. In this manner, very 
prolific users are not overwhelmed with being encouraged to 
interact with rare users. 

In some implementations, the user activity score can be 
determined based on one or more signals that reflect the user's 
interaction with the Social networking service. Example sig 
nals can include how long the user has been using the Social 
networking service, how recently the user has received a 
notification from the social networking service, how often the 
user interacts with the Social networking service, how often 
the user interacts with items distributed by other users of the 
social networking service, how often the user distributes 
items using the Social networking service, how many contacts 
the user has within the Social networking service, a degree of 
completion of a profile of the user, a number of contact 
Suggestions that have been accepted by the user, how many 
features of the Social networking service used by the user, and 
a duration that the user interacts with the Social networking 
service. As discussed in further detail below, each of the 
signals can be quantified and one or more of the signals can be 
combined to determine the user activity score. 

In some implementations, one or more users of the Social 
networking service can be suggested as contacts to one or 
more other users based on respective user activity scores. In 
Some examples, an infrequent user can be promoted to a 
prolific user as a potential contact within the Social network 
ing service. In this manner, an infrequent user of the Social 
networking service can be paired with a prolific user to pro 
mote interaction with the infrequent user within the social 
networking service. 

In some implementations, ranking and ordering of items 
displayed to a user within a stream page of the user can be 
influenced based on user activity scores. As discussed in 
further detail herein, the stream page displays items (digital 
content) that has been posted by the user to the social net 
working service and/or items (digital content) distributed to 
the user through the Social networking service. In some 
examples, each item that is to be displayed in the stream page 
of a user is associated with an item score and one or more user 
activity Scores. Items are displayed within the stream page of 
the user based on the item scores and/or the user activity 
scores. In some examples, items displayed within the stream 
page of the user can include a compilation of items having 
relatively high items scores (i.e., as compared to other items) 
and items associated with one or more infrequent users, 
regardless of their associated item scores. 

In some examples, items that are to be displayed to a user 
are organized into groups. Within each group, the items are 
can be put in an order based on item score and/or user activity 
score. In some examples, the item score reflects a quality of 
the item and a relevance of the item to the particular user. In 
Some implementations, the item score is determined based on 
a quality Score, a social score and a relevance score. In some 
implementations, the quality Score is determined based on an 
author status score and a content score. The quality score 
reflects an overall quality of the associated item. The status 
score is an author-specific score and is determined based on 
characteristics of the author of the item within the social 
networking service. The content score is an item-specific 
score and is determined based on interactions of other users 
with the particular item (e.g., commenting on the item, shar 
ing the item, endorsing the item). The Social score is a user 
specific, item-specific score and is determined based on a 
social affinity between the user that may be receiving the item 



US 9,313,082 B1 
5 

in a stream page and the author user of the item. A social 
affinity between a particular user of the Social networking 
service and other users of the Social networking service can be 
determined based on a social graph of the particular user. The 
relevance score is a user-specific, item-specific score and is 
determined based on a relevance of the particular item to the 
user that may be receiving the item. 

In some implementations, the item score can be further 
based on the user activity Score of the user that generated and 
distributed the item. In this manner, the item score can 
account for the user activity score. 

In some examples, a quota can be provided for items to be 
displayed within the stream page. For example, a quota can 
include an X/Y split indicating that X % of the items to be 
displayed are selected based on item score and Y 9% of the 
items to be displayed are selected based on user activity score. 
In this manner, items distributed by infrequent users can be 
Surfaced in the stream pages of other users to promote inter 
action of the other users with the infrequent users (i.e., users 
are more likely to interact with items displayed more promi 
nently in their stream page). 

In some implementations, users can be prompted to assist 
one or more other users in interacting with the Social network 
ing service based on user activity Scores. In some examples, 
an infrequent user can be identified to a prolific user in an 
effort to induce the prolific user to interact with the infrequent 
user. In some examples, the infrequent user and the prolific 
user are already contacts within the Social networking service 
when the infrequent user is identified to the prolific user. For 
example, a first user and a second user can be contacts within 
the Social networking service. The first user can be associated 
with a first user activity score and can be categorized as an 
infrequent user based on the first user activity score. The 
second user can be associated with a second user activity 
score and can be categorized as a prolific user based on the 
second user activity score. The second user can receive a 
notification from the social networking service in an effort to 
promote interaction with the first user. An example notifica 
tion can include a request to assist the first user in completing 
a profile associated with the first user within the social net 
working service. 
2. System 

For purposes of illustration, an example social networking 
service will be described. The example social networking 
service enables users to organize contacts into Social circles. 
It is appreciated, however, that implementations of the 
present disclosure can be used in other types of Social net 
working services and are not limited to example Social net 
working services discussed herein. 

In general, Social circles are categories to which a user can 
assign contacts and better control the distribution and visibil 
ity of Social networking posts and/or other digital content 
distributed using the Social networking service. In some 
implementations, a Social circle can be provided as a data set 
defining a collection of contacts that are associated with one 
another in a computer-implemented Social networking Ser 
vice. Generally, a social circle can be described from the 
perspective of an individual that is the center of a particular 
collection of Socially interconnected people, or from the 
aggregate perspective of a collection of Socially intercon 
nected people. A social circle can have narrowly defined 
boundaries (e.g., members of the Social circle might be famil 
iar with one another) and permission may be required for a 
member to join a social circle. A user of the Social networking 
service can define a social circle. The Social circle, as a data 
set defining a collection of contacts, may reflect real-life 
Social connections and/or interactions of the user. In some 
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6 
implementations, a Social circle can be defined by a user as a 
personal representation or grouping of a set of contacts, the 
contacts may be unaware of the Social circle and/or unaware 
of other members of the social circle. 

Through the creation and use of social circles, the user can 
organize and categorize Social networking contacts into vari 
ous different groupings that can be used to control the visibil 
ity and access those contacts have to the user's postings, 
digital pictures, videos, audio files, hyperlinks (e.g., uniform 
resource indicators, URIs), and/or other content associated 
with the user's Social networking profile. As one example, the 
user can post an update about a work-related nuance to only a 
“coworker circle, and spare other contacts within the social 
networking service from seeing information that is irrelevant 
to them. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example network architecture 
100. The network architecture 100 includes a number of 
client devices 102-110 communicably connected to a server 
system 112 by a network 114. The server system 112 includes 
a processing device 116 and a data store 118. The processing 
device 116 executes computer instructions (e.g., social net 
work computer program code, and/or IM computer program 
code) stored in the data store 118 to perform the functions of 
a social network server and/or IM server. 

Users of the client devices 102-110 access the server device 
112 to participate in a Social networking service. For 
example, the client devices 102-110 can execute web browser 
applications that can be used to access the Social networking 
service and/or an IM service. In another example, the client 
devices 102-110 can execute software applications that are 
specific to the social networking service and/or the IM service 
(e.g., social networking and/or IM 'apps' running on Smart 
phones). 

Users interacting with the client devices 102-110 can par 
ticipate in the social networking service provided by the 
server system 112 by digital content, such as text comments 
(e.g., updates, announcements, replies), digital images, Vid 
eos, audio files, and/or other appropriate digital content. In 
Some implementations, information can be posted on a user's 
behalf by systems and/or services external to the social net 
working service or the server system 112. For example, the 
user may posta review of a movie to a movie review website, 
and with proper permissions that website may cross-post the 
review to the social networking service on the user's behalf. 
In another example, a software application executing on a 
mobile device, with proper permissions, may use global posi 
tioning system (GPS) capabilities to determine the user's 
location and automatically update the Social network with his 
location (e.g., “At Home”, “At Work”. “In Brownsdale, 
Minn.). Generally, users interacting with the client device 
102-110 can also use the social networking service provided 
by the server system 112 to define social circles to organize 
and categorize the user's relationships to other users of the 
Social networking service. Examples of the creation and use 
of social circles are provided in the description of FIG. 2. 

In some implementations, the client devices 102-110 can 
be provided as computing devices Such as laptop or desktop 
computers, Smartphones, personal digital assistants, portable 
media players, tablet computers, televisions with embedded 
and/or connected processor(s), or other appropriate comput 
ing devices that can be used to communicate with an elec 
tronic Social network. In some implementations, the server 
system 112 can be a single computing device Such as a com 
puter server. In some implementations, the server system 112 
can represent more than one computing device working 
together to perform the actions of a server computer (e.g., 
cloud computing). In some implementations, the network 114 
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can be a public communication network (e.g., the Internet, 
cellular data network, dialup modems over a telephone net 
work) or a private communications network (e.g., private 
LAN, leased lines). 

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example social network 200 
including social circles. A user 202 is a member of a social 
network that Supports the creation and use of social circles 
(e.g., the social network provided by the server device 112 of 
FIG. 1). In the present example, the user 202 has a number of 
contacts 204a-204i with which the user 202 can have some 
form of relationship (e.g., friends, coworkers, customers, 
teammates, clients, relatives, club members, classmates). The 
user 202 categorizes the contacts 204a-204i by assigning 
them to one or more Social circles, such as a social circle 210, 
a social circle 220, and a social circle 230. A social circle 240, 
which has a number of contacts 242a-242c, is provided as a 
query-based social circle that can be automatically generated 
without input from the user 202. In some implementations, 
the social circle 240 can be generated based on information 
gathered from and has some commonality among the user 
202 and the users 242a-242c (e.g., posts, uploaded photos, 
check-ins, Volunteered location information). 
The social circle 210 is a personal circle. In some imple 

mentations, personal circles are groupings created by and 
may be known only to the user 202 (e.g., the contacts 204a. 
204b may receive no indication that they are in the user's 202 
personal Social circle 210). In some implementations, per 
Sonal Social circles are groupings created by the user 202 and 
may be known to the user 202 as well as the contacts (e.g., 
contacts 204a, 204b) that are members of the social circle 
(e.g., the contacts 204a, 204b receive an indication that they 
have been added to the personal social circle 210). 

In some implementations, personal circles may be used to 
organize and categorize the contacts 204a-204i in ways that 
are relevant to the user 202. In some implementations, the 
user 202 may use personal Social circles to organize contacts 
in order to discretely target which of his contacts 204a-204i 
will see certain postings or have access to particular informa 
tion. For example, the user 202 may be planning a Surprise 
party for a small group of friends. As such, the user can 
organize contacts into “Surprise Party Attendees' and “Sur 
prise Party Honorees’ personal circles. By doing so, the user 
202 may better target selected postings to the friends attend 
ing and/or helping to plan the Surprise party (i.e., Surprise 
Party Attendees), while targeting selected postings to friends 
that are to be honored at the surprise party (i.e., Surprise Party 
Honorees) to maintain the integrity of the Surprise. 
The social circle 220 is a shared private circle, which may 

also be referred to simply as a shared circle. In general, shared 
private circles are social circles that the user 202 creates and 
invites contacts to Voluntarily join. Contacts that accept the 
invitation become members of the shared private circle. 
Members of a shared private circle can see information posted 
to that circle by the user 202 and can post information to be 
shared with other members of the shared private circle. For 
example, the user 202 may tend to post a large number of 
jokes to the social network. However, while some of the 
contacts 204a-204i may find the jokes to be entertaining, 
others may find them to be simply annoying. Realizing this, 
the user 202 may create a jokes' shared private circle and 
invite some or all of the contacts 204a-204i to join. With the 
jokes' social circle in place, the user 202 may post witti 

cisms to the jokes' circle, and only those contacts who have 
accepted the invitation are able to see the comicality of the 
user 202. Similarly, members of the shared private circle are 
able to post messages to the circle, and those posts are visible 
to other members of that circle. 
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8 
The social circle 230 is a shared public circle. In general, 

shared public circles are social circles that the user 202 cre 
ates, and invites contacts to Voluntarily join. Further, the 
existence of a shared public circle is publicly available such 
that other users of the Social networking service (e.g., not 
necessarily just the user's 202 contacts 204a-204i) may 
request to join the public social circle. Members of shared 
public circles may post information to, and see updates posted 
by, other members of the same public shared circle. In some 
implementations, public shares circles may be “fan' or 
'group' circles (e.g., circles dedicated to a particular place, 
event, product, movie, celebrity, sports team, company, con 
cept, philosophy, organization, Support network). For 
example, the user 202 may create a shared public circle for his 
band, and fans of his act may join the circle to discuss upcom 
ing shows, download MP3s of the band's music, or post 
videos from recent concerts. In another example, the user 202 
may create a shared public circle for alumni of his high School 
graduating class, which his former classmates may find and 
join in order to stay in touch with one another and post 
pictures from their school days. Once a shared public circle is 
created, in some implementations the user 202 can invite 
people to join the circle. In some implementations, nonmem 
bers of the circle can request membership in the shared public 
circle, and membership in a shared public circle may be 
automatic upon request, or may require the user's 202 
approval to become members of the shared public circle. 

In some implementations, one or more default Social 
circles can be provided or Suggested to a user when the user 
Subscribes to a social networking service. For example, 
“Friends.” “Family, and “Coworkers' social circles can auto 
matically be provided in a user's profile upon the user sub 
scribing to the particular Social networking service. Other 
Social circles can automatically be provided including, for 
example, an “Acquaintances’ Social circle and/or a "Just Fol 
lowing social circle. In some implementations, the automati 
cally created or Suggested Social circles can include personal 
Social circles. Although default Social circles can be automati 
cally provided, it may be left to the user to actually populate 
the default social circles with contacts. For example, each of 
the default Social circles may initially be empty of contacts, 
and the user populates each of the default Social circles as 
discussed in further detail herein. 
As discussed herein, digital content can be distributed to 

contacts within the Social networking service including one 
or more social circles, such that they are exclusively viewable 
by the indicated contacts and/or contacts within one or more 
indicated Social circles. For example, a user of the Social 
networking service can generate a post, also referred to as an 
item, and indicate one or more social circles for distribution of 
the post. In some implementations, an auto-complete compo 
nent enables the user to type in part of the name of a Social 
circle and/or individual contact to specify which social circles 
and/or individual contacts require delivery of the post con 
tent. During a post write-time, a post data set is transmitted 
from the user's client computing device (e.g., client device 
102 of FIG. 1) to a distribution hub, which can be provided at 
a server (e.g., server system 112 of FIG. 1). The post data set 
includes a plurality of data. In some implementations, the 
post data set includes post content data (e.g., text, uniform 
resource indicator (URI)), timestamp data (e.g., a timestamp 
indicating the time that the post was generated), distribution 
data (e.g., contacts and/or one or more social circles), and 
identification (ID) data (e.g., an ID assigned to the post data 
set upon generation of the post). 

In some implementations, the distribution data is processed 
to provide an access control list (ACL) that specifies which 
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contacts within the Social networking system are granted 
access to the post content. In some implementations, social 
affinity scores can also be processed to provide the ACL. For 
example, the distribution data can indicate that the post con 
tent is to be accessible by and/or distributed to a particular 
USC. 

Generally, the distribution hub determines end points the 
post data set is to be distributed to based on the ACL. More 
specifically, the set of contacts that may care about the post 
and/or that are allowed access to the post is determined based 
on the ACL, and the ID of the postis written to a per user/view 
index at the distribution hub. When fetching posts to distrib 
ute to a user, the user/view index is accessed and the IDs of the 
various posts that the user is allowed to view are determined. 
The post data sets are retrieved from a data store (e.g., data 
store 118 of FIG. 1) and are transmitted to a client device 
associated with the requesting user. In some implementa 
tions, and as discussed in further detail herein, the ACL can be 
provided based on the overall score, the quality score and/or 
the social affinity score. 

FIG. 3 depicts a screen-shot 300 of an example graphical 
user interface for creating and maintaining social circles. In 
the screen-shot 300, a social graph editor user interface (UI) 
301 is shown. In some implementations, the UI 301 can be the 
interface presented by a purpose made Social networking 
application, while in some implementations the UI301 can be 
one or more web pages of a Social networking website dis 
played in a general purpose web browser. 

In the example of FIG. 3, the UI 301 includes a number of 
choices presented in a menu bar 305. In the present example, 
the “Social Network' choice has been selected by a user. This 
selection causes a web-based social networking application 
to be executed and a social network menu.310 to be displayed. 
The social network menu 310 includes a profile indicator 312 
in which information Such as a user name 314 and a user 
image 316 associated with the currently logged in user are 
displayed. 
The social network menu 310 also displays, among other 

items, a social circles sub-menu 318. The social circles sub 
menu 318, when selected (e.g., as represented by the high 
lighting of the Submenu's title), causes a social circle display 
320 to be presented. The social circle display 320 includes a 
number of circles 322a-322e that are visual representations of 
various Social circles that the user has created or has permis 
sion to edit. Each of the circles 322a-322e displays informa 
tion about the social circle it represents. For example, the 
circle 322c displays a name 324a, a count 324b of the number 
of contacts associated with the Social circle, and an indication 
324c of what kind of circle (e.g., personal, private shared, 
public shared) that the circle 322c is. 
The social circle display 320 also includes a contact dis 

play 326. The contact display 326 provides a graphical inter 
face for viewing, selecting, and organizing items in the user's 
contact lists. A collection of contact icons 328a-328i repre 
sents the contacts or other entities (e.g., organizations, places, 
or other items) socially networked with the particular user. In 
Some implementations, the icons can be digital photos of the 
contacts they represent (e.g., the icons 328a, 328d), arbitrary 
images (e.g., the icons 328b, 328g), or placeholders (e.g., 
when the contact has no image associated with their account, 
Such as the icon 328c). In some implementations, the icons 
can include additional information, such as the names of each 
contact. A scroll bar 329 is provided for the user to view 
additional contact icons that may not fit into the initial view. 

FIG. 4 depicts a screen-shot of an example stream page 400 
for a user of a Social networking service. For example, the 
stream page 400 can be provided as a web page within a 
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10 
website of a social networking service, and candisplay digital 
content that has been shared with a user associated with the 
stream page 400. In the illustrated example, the example user 
includes “Rob McDavies' and the stream page 400 displays 
items (i.e., digital content) that other users have shared with 
the user and/or items that the user has shared with other users. 
The stream page 400 includes a social network menu 402 and 
an item region 404. Example items 406, 408 that have been 
distributed to the user are displayed in the item region 404. 
Generally, the items 406, 408 displayed in the item region 404 
include digital content that is distributed to the user from 
contacts established within the Social networking service. A 
content sharing interface 410 can also be provided in the item 
region 404. The user can activate (e.g., click on) the content 
sharing interface 410 to share digital content. Although two 
items 406, 408 are depicted in FIG.4, it is appreciated that the 
stream page 400 can display any number of items to the user. 
3. Example User Activity Scoring 
As introduced above, implementations of the present dis 

closure are directed to promoting user interactions in a Social 
networking service. In particular, implementations of the 
present disclosure are directed to promoting user interactions 
based on user activity scores. As also introduced above, a user 
activity Score associated with a user can be determined based 
on one or more signals. Examples signals can include how 
long the user has been using the Social networking service, 
how recently the user has received a notification from the 
Social networking service, how often the user interacts with 
the Social networking service, how often the user interacts 
with items distributed by other users of the social networking 
service, how often the user distributes items using the Social 
networking service, how many contacts the user has within 
the Social networking service, a degree of completion of a 
profile of the user, a number of contact suggestions that have 
been accepted by the user, how many features of the social 
networking service used by the user, and a duration that the 
user interacts with the Social networking service. 

In some implementations, each of the signals can be quan 
tified by assigning a value thereto. The values of the signals 
can be combined to determine the user activity score. In some 
examples, the values can be Summed to provide a total value, 
the total value being provided as the value of the user activity 
score. In some examples, a maximum value can be selected 
from the values, and the value of the user activity score can be 
set to the maximum value. In some examples, a respective 
weight can be applied to each value to affect an influence of 
each value on the user activity score. For example, a first value 
corresponding to a first signal can be associated with a first 
weighting factor and a second value corresponding to a sec 
ond signal can be associated with a second weighting factor. 
The first weighting factor can be greater than the second 
weighting factor. The first value can be multiplied by the first 
weighting factor to provide a first weighted value, and the 
second value can be multiplied by the second weighting fac 
torto provide a second weighted value. The user activity score 
can be determined based on the first weighted value and the 
second weighted value. In this manner, and because the first 
weighting factor is greater than the second weighting factor, 
an influence of the first value on the user activity score is 
boosted. In some examples, the user activity Score can be 
normalized to be within a predefined range (e.g., to range 
from 0 to 1). 

In some implementations, a first signal can be based on 
how long the user has been using the Social networking Ser 
vice. For example, when the user first joins the social net 
working service (e.g., by establishing a profile within the 
Social networking service), a value of the first signal can be set 
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to a minimum value (e.g., 0). In this manner, the first signal 
can reflect a brand new user as an infrequent user. The value 
of the first signal can be incrementally increased based on 
time after the user first joins the Social networking service. In 
Some examples, the value of the first signal can be set to a first 
intermediate value when a “time since joining is greater than 
a first time threshold, but is less than or equal to a second time 
threshold. For example, if the time since joining is greater 
than the first time threshold and is less than or equal to the 
second time threshold, the value of the first signal can be set 
to a first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can 
be greater than the minimum value, but less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 10). In some examples, the value of the first signal 
can be set to a second intermediate value when the time since 
joining is greater than the second time threshold, but is less 
than or equal to a third time threshold. For example, if the time 
since joining is greater than the second time threshold and is 
less than or equal to the third time threshold, the value of the 
first signal can be set to the second intermediate value. The 
second intermediate value can be greater than the first inter 
mediate value, but less than the maximum value. In some 
examples, the value of the first signal can be set to the maxi 
mum value when the time since joining is greater than the 
third time threshold. 

In some implementations, a second signal can be based on 
how recently the user has received a notification from the 
Social networking service. In some examples, notifications 
can be generated in response to the occurrence of an event that 
can directly or indirectly affect the user. In one example, an 
event can include another user adding the user as a contact 
within the Social networking, and a notification is provided to 
the user informing the user of the occurrence of the event. In 
one example, an event can include another user interacting 
with an item (e.g., commenting on, endorsing, sharing) that 
the user had interacted with (e.g., commenting on, endorsing, 
sharing), and a notification is provided to the user informing 
the user of the occurrence of the event. Other example events 
can include digital content being shared with the user, and a 
contact of the user becoming more active within the Social 
networking service (e.g., moving from an infrequent user to a 
prolific user). 

In some implementations, the most recent notification that 
was provided to the user can be identified (e.g., based on 
respective timestamps associated with the notifications). A 
difference between the timestamp of the most recent notifi 
cation can be compared to a current time. In some examples, 
the current time can include a time at which a value of the 
second signal is being determined. The value of the second 
signal can be determined based on the difference and one or 
more thresholds. For example, if the difference is less than a 
first threshold difference, the value of the second signal can be 
set to a maximum value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the 
difference is greater than or equal to the first threshold differ 
ence and is less than a second threshold difference, the value 
of the second signal can be set to a first intermediate value. 
The first intermediate value can be less than the maximum 
value and greater than a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another 
example, if the difference is greater than or equal to the 
second threshold difference and is less than a third threshold 
difference, the value of the second signal can be set to a 
second intermediate value. The second intermediate value 
can be less than the first intermediate value and greater than 
the minimum value. If the difference is greater than or equal 
to the third threshold difference, the value of the second signal 
can be set to the minimum value. 

In some implementations, a third signal can be based on 
how often the user interacts with the social networking ser 
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12 
vice. In some examples, the third signal can be based on the 
last time that the user logged into the Social networking Ser 
vice. A difference between the timestamp of the last log in 
event can be compared to a current time. In some examples, 
the current time can include a time at which a value of the 
third signal is being determined. The value of the third signal 
can be determined based on the difference and one or more 
thresholds. For example, if the difference is less than a first 
threshold difference, the value of the third signal can be set to 
a maximum value (e.g. 1). As another example, if the differ 
ence is greater than or equal to the first threshold difference 
and is less than a second threshold difference, the value of the 
third signal can be set to a first intermediate value. The first 
intermediate value can be less than the maximum value and 
greater than a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another example, 
if the difference is greater than or equal to the second thresh 
old difference and is less thana third threshold difference, the 
value of the third signal can be set to a second intermediate 
value. The second intermediate value can be less than the first 
intermediate value and greater than the minimum value. If the 
difference is greater than or equal to the third threshold dif 
ference, the value of the third signal can be set to the mini 
mum value. It is appreciated that respective values of the first, 
second and third threshold differences discussed with respect 
to the third signal can be the same as or can be different from 
respective values of the first, second and third threshold dif 
ferences discussed with respect to the second signal. 

In some examples, the third signal can be based on an 
average use frequency. In some examples, the average use 
frequency can be determined as the average number of times 
that the user logs into the Social networking service per day. 
The value of the third signal can be determined based on the 
average use frequency and one or more thresholds. For 
example, if the average use frequency is less than a first 
threshold frequency, the value of the third signal can be set to 
a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another example, if the average 
use frequency is greater than or equal to the first threshold 
frequency and is less than a second threshold frequency, the 
value of the third signal can be set to a first intermediate value. 
The first intermediate value can be greater than the minimum 
value and less than a maximum value (e.g., 1). As another 
example, if the average use frequency is greater than or equal 
to the second threshold frequency and is less than a third 
threshold frequency, the value of the third signal can be set to 
a second intermediate value. The second intermediate value 
can be greater than the first intermediate value and less than 
the maximum value. If the average use frequency is greater 
than or equal to the third threshold frequency, the value of the 
third signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some implementations, a fourth signal can be based on 
how often the user interacts with items distributed by other 
users of the Social networking service. In some examples, the 
fourth signal can be based on a number of interactions that the 
user has generated. In some examples, interactions can 
include comments on items, shares of items, and/or endorse 
ments of items. The value of the fourth signal can be deter 
mined based on the number of interactions and one or more 
thresholds. For example, if the number of interactions is less 
thana first threshold number, the value of the fourth signal can 
be set to a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another example, if the 
number of interactions is greater than or equal to the first 
threshold number and is less than a second threshold number, 
the value of the fourth signal can be set to a first intermediate 
value. The first intermediate value can be greater than the 
minimum value and less than a maximum value (e.g., 1). As 
another example, if the number of interactions is greater than 
or equal to the second threshold number and is less than a 
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third threshold number, the value of the fourth signal can be 
set to a second intermediate value. The second intermediate 
value can be greater than the first intermediate value and less 
than the maximum value. If the number of interactions is 
greater than or equal to the third threshold number, the value 
of the fourth signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some examples, the fourth signal can be based on an 
average interaction frequency. In some examples, the average 
interaction frequency can be determined as the average num 
ber of interactions (e.g., comments on items, shares of items, 
endorsements of items) that the user generates within the 
social networking service per day. The value of the fourth 
signal can be determined based on the average interaction 
frequency and one or more thresholds. For example, if the 
average interaction frequency is less than a first threshold 
frequency, the value of the fourth signal can be set to a 
minimum value (e.g., 0). As another example, if the average 
interaction frequency is greater than or equal to the first 
threshold frequency and is less than a second threshold fre 
quency, the value of the fourth signal can be set to a first 
intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be greater 
than the minimum value and less than a maximum value (e.g., 
1). As another example, if the average interaction frequency is 
greater than or equal to the second threshold frequency and is 
less than a third threshold frequency, the value of the fourth 
signal can be set to a second intermediate value. The second 
intermediate value can be greater than the first intermediate 
value and less than the maximum value. If the average inter 
action frequency is greater than or equal to the third threshold 
frequency, the value of the fourth signal can be set to the 
maximum value. 

In some implementations, a fifth signal can be based on 
how often the user distributes items using the social network 
ing service. In some examples, the fifth signal can be based on 
a number of items that the user has generated and distributed. 
The value of the fifth signal can be determined based on the 
number of items and one or more thresholds. For example, if 
the number of items is less than a first threshold number, the 
value of the fifth signal can be set to a minimum value (e.g., 
0). As another example, if the number of items is greater than 
or equal to the first threshold number and is less than a second 
threshold number, the value of the fifth signal can be set to a 
first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be 
greater than the minimum value and less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the number of items is 
greater than or equal to the second threshold number and is 
less thana third threshold number, the value of the fifth signal 
can be set to a second intermediate value. The second inter 
mediate value can be greater than the first intermediate value 
and less than the maximum value. If the number of items is 
greater than or equal to the third threshold number, the value 
of the fifth signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some examples, the fifth signal can be based on an 
average item frequency. In some examples, the average item 
frequency can be determined as the average number of items 
that the user generates and distributes within the social net 
working service per day. The value of the fifth signal can be 
determined based on the average item frequency and one or 
more thresholds. For example, if the average item frequency 
is less than a first threshold frequency, the value of the fifth 
signal can be set to a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another 
example, if the average item frequency is greater than or equal 
to the first threshold frequency and is less than a second 
threshold frequency, the value of the fifth signal can be set to 
a first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be 
greater than the minimum value and less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the average item fre 
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14 
quency is greater than or equal to the second threshold fre 
quency and is less than a third threshold frequency, the value 
of the fifth signal can be set to a second intermediate value. 
The second intermediate value can be greater than the first 
intermediate value and less than the maximum value. If the 
average item frequency is greater than or equal to the third 
threshold frequency, the value of the fifth signal can be set to 
the maximum value. 

In some implementations, a sixth signal can be based on 
how many contacts the user has within the Social networking 
service. In some examples, a number of contacts can account 
for contacts that the user has established a symmetrical rela 
tionship with in the Social networking service. In some 
examples, a symmetrical relationship is provided when the 
user adds another user as a contact in the Social networking 
service, and the other user reciprocates by adding the user as 
a contact in the Social networking service. The value of the 
sixth signal can be determined based on the number of con 
tacts and one or more thresholds. For example, if the number 
of contacts is less than a first threshold number, the value of 
the sixth signal can be set to a minimum value (e.g., 0). As 
another example, if the number of contacts is greater than or 
equal to the first threshold number and is less than a second 
threshold number, the value of the sixth signal can be set to a 
first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be 
greater than the minimum value and less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the number of contacts 
is greater than or equal to the second threshold number and is 
less thana third threshold number, the value of the sixth signal 
can be set to a second intermediate value. The second inter 
mediate value can be greater than the first intermediate value 
and less than the maximum value. If the number of contacts is 
greater than or equal to the third threshold number, the value 
of the sixth signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some implementations, a seventh signal can be based on 
a degree of completion of a profile of the user. As introduced 
above, a profile can be associated with the user within the 
Social networking service. The profile can include informa 
tion regarding the user. Example information can include 
occupation, employment, education, gender, birthday, mari 
tal status, places lived, places visited, hobbies, and/or any 
other information the user may wish to share. A degree of 
profile completion can be determined based on the amount of 
information provided in the user's profile. The value of the 
seventh signal can be determined based on the number of 
contacts and one or more thresholds. For example, if the 
degree of profile completion is less than a first threshold 
degree, the value of the seventh signal can be set to a mini 
mum value (e.g., 0). As another example, if the degree of 
profile completion is greater than or equal to the first thresh 
old degree and is less than a second threshold degree, the 
value of the seventh signal can be set to a first intermediate 
value. The first intermediate value can be greater than the 
minimum value and less than a maximum value (e.g., 1). As 
another example, if the degree of profile completion is greater 
than or equal to the second threshold degree and is less than a 
third threshold degree, the value of the seventh signal can be 
set to a second intermediate value. The second intermediate 
value can be greater than the first intermediate value and less 
than the maximum value. If the degree of profile completion 
is greater than or equal to the third threshold degree, the value 
of the seventh signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some implementations, an eighth signal can be based on 
a number of contact Suggestions that have been accepted by 
the user. In some examples, other users of the Social network 
ing service can be suggested to the user as potential contacts 
within the Social networking services. A number of accepted 
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contact suggestions can be determined for the user. The value 
of the eighth signal can be determined based on the number of 
accepted contact Suggestions and one or more thresholds. For 
example, if the number of accepted contact Suggestions is less 
than a first threshold number, the value of the eighth signal 
can be set to a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another example, 
if the number of accepted contact Suggestions is greater than 
or equal to the first threshold number and is less than a second 
threshold number, the value of the eighth signal can be set to 
a first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be 
greater than the minimum value and less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the number of accepted 
contact Suggestions is greater than or equal to the second 
threshold number and is less than a third threshold number, 
the value of the eighth signal can be set to a second interme 
diate value. The second intermediate value can be greater than 
the first intermediate value and less than the maximum value. 
If the number of accepted contact suggestions is greater than 
or equal to the third threshold number, the value of the eighth 
signal can be set to the maximum value. 

In some implementations, a ninth signal can be based on 
how many features of the Social networking service are used 
by the user. Example features can include an instant messag 
ing (chat) feature, a multi-way video chat feature, a com 
pleted profiles feature, a photo sharing feature, a website 
endorsement feature, an item endorsement feature, a re-shar 
ing items feature, a location check-in feature and a mobile 
messaging feature. A number of used features can be deter 
mined for the user. The value of the ninth signal can be 
determined based on the number of used features and one or 
more thresholds. For example, if the number of used features 
is less than a first threshold number, the value of the ninth 
signal can be set to a minimum value (e.g., 0). As another 
example, if the number of used features is greater than or 
equal to the first threshold number and is less than a second 
threshold number, the value of the ninth signal can be set to a 
first intermediate value. The first intermediate value can be 
greater than the minimum value and less than a maximum 
value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the number of used 
features is greater than or equal to the second threshold num 
ber and is less than a third threshold number, the value of the 
ninth signal can be set to a second intermediate value. The 
second intermediate value can be greater than the first inter 
mediate value and less than the maximum value. If the num 
ber of used features is greater than or equal to the third 
threshold number, the value of the ninth signal can be set to 
the maximum value. 

In some implementations, a tenth signal can be based on an 
average duration that the user interacts with the Social net 
working service. In some examples, a session can be defined 
between a user logging into the Social networking service and 
the user leaving the Social networking service. In some 
examples, the user leaving the Social networking service can 
occur when the user logs out of the Social networking service. 
In some examples, the user leaving the Social networking 
service can occur when the user navigates away from a web 
page of the Social networking service and to a web page of a 
different domain. Each session can include a first timestamp 
associated with the user logging into the Social networking 
service and a second timestamp associated with the user 
leaving the Social networking service. For each session, a 
duration can be determined based on a difference between the 
first timestamp and the second timestamp. An average dura 
tion can be determined across all sessions for the user, or 
across a defined Subset of sessions. 
The value of the tenth signal can be determined based on 

the average duration and one or more thresholds. For 
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example, if the average duration is less than a first threshold 
duration, the value of the tenth signal can be set to a minimum 
value (e.g., 0). As another example, if the average duration is 
greater than or equal to the first threshold duration and is less 
than a second threshold duration, the value of the tenth signal 
can be set to a first intermediate value. The first intermediate 
value can be greater than the minimum value and less than a 
maximum value (e.g., 1). As another example, if the average 
duration is greater than or equal to the second threshold 
duration and is less than a third threshold duration, the value 
of the tenth signal can be set to a second intermediate value. 
The second intermediate value can be greater than the first 
intermediate value and less than the maximum value. If the 
average duration is greater than or equal to the third threshold 
duration, the value of the tenth signal can be set to the maxi 
mum value. 
As discussed above, the user activity score for a particular 

user can be determined based on one or more of the first 
through tenth signals discussed in detail herein. It is appreci 
ated, however, that implementations of the present disclosure 
are not limited to the example signals discussed herein. 
4. Example Use Cases 

Referring again to FIG. 3, one or more users of the social 
networking service can be suggested as contacts to one or 
more other users based on respective user activity scores. In 
the example of FIG. 3, the user “Rob McDavies' can be 
categorized as a prolific user based on an associated user 
activity score. The users represented by the contact icons 
328a, 328b (i.e., David and Debra, respectively) can each be 
categorized as infrequent users based on respective user activ 
ity scores. The users represented by the contact icons 328c 
328i can each be categorized as one of frequent users and 
prolific users based on respective user activity scores. In some 
examples, because the users represented by the contact icons 
328a, 328b are categorized as infrequent users, they are dis 
played first within the contact display 326 in an effort to 
promote these users to the user “Rob McDavies.” In this 
manner, infrequent users of the Social networking service are 
promoted within the Social networking service. In some 
examples, because the user"Rob McDavies' is categorized as 
a prolific user and the users represented by the contact icons 
328a, 328b are categorized as infrequent users, they are dis 
played first within the contact display 326 in an effort to 
promote these users to the user “Rob McDavies.” In this 
manner, infrequent users of the Social networking service can 
be paired with a prolific user to promote interaction with the 
infrequent users within the Social networking service. 

In some implementations, the contact icons displayed 
within the contact display 326 can be based on a quota. For 
example, a quota can includean W/Z split indicating that W% 
of the contact icons to be displayed are associated with fre 
quent users and/or prolific users and Z% of the contact icons 
to be displayed are associated with infrequent users. In some 
examples, where the contact icons are displayed relative to 
one another (e.g., an order in which the contact icons are 
displayed) can be determined independently of the respective 
user categories. In some examples, where the contact icons 
are displayed relative to one another (e.g., an order in which 
the contact icons are displayed) can be determined based on 
the respective user categories. 

FIG. 5 depicts example ranking and ordering of items in a 
stream page for a user. In some implementations, ranking and 
ordering of items displayed to a user within a stream page of 
the user can be influenced based on user activity scores. FIG. 
5 includes a set of potential items 500 that have been distrib 
uted to the user and that could be displayed within the stream 
page of the user. The set of potential items 500 includes items 
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502,504,506, 508, 510,512, 514,516. Each item 502,504, 
506,508,510,512,514,516 includes digital content data(P, 
P. P. P. Ps, P. P7, Ps, respectively), item score (S. S. S. 
S, Ss, Se, S7, Ss, respectively) and associated user activity 
scores (UAS.4. U-4s, Uasic, Uasp. U-4se, U-4s. r. U-4sr, 
Us, respectively). In the depicted example, each useractiv 
ity score is associated the user (ofusers A-G) that authored the 
respective item (e.g., the user F authored both of the items 
512, 514). 

In some implementations, a set of to be displayed items 518 
can be defined based on the item scores and user activity 
scores associated with the items of the set of potential items 
500. In the depicted example, the set of to be displayed items 
518 includes item 502, item 506, item 508, item 512 and item 
516. In some examples, the items that are to be included in the 
set of to be displayed items 518 can be selected based on a 
quota. For example, a quota can include an X/Y split indicat 
ing that X% of the items to be displayed are selected based on 
item score and Y% of the items to be displayed are selected 
based on user activity Score. 

In the depicted example, the number of items that are to be 
displayed in the stream page is equal to five items, and the 
quota is provided as an 80/20 split. Consequently, four items 
are selected from the set of potential items 500 based on 
respective item scores, and one item is selected from the set of 
potential items 500 based on respective user activity scores. 
The item scores of the items 502, 506, 508, 512 are each 
greater than the item scores of the items 504,510, 514,516. 
Consequently, the items 502,506,508,512 are included in the 
set of to be displayed items. The user activity score of the item 
516 indicates that the user that authored the item 516 is an 
infrequent user. Consequently, the item 516 is also included in 
the set of to be displayed items regardless of item score. 

In some examples, items within the set of to be displayed 
items 518 can be ordered based on item score to provide a set 
of items 520. The items 502,506,508,512,516 are displayed 
in the stream page of the user in the order provided in the set 
of items 520. In the depicted example, SDS->S>S>S. In 
Some examples, items within the set of to be displayed items 
518 can be ordered based on item score and user activity score 
to provide a set of items 522. The items 502,506, 508, 512, 
516 are displayed in the stream page of the user in the order 
provided in the set of items 522. In the depicted example, the 
item 516 is displayed first in an effort to promote interaction 
with digital content provided by an infrequent user. 

In some implementations, users can be prompted to assist 
one or more other users in interacting with the Social network 
ing service based on user activity scores. In some examples, a 
prolific user can be a contact of an infrequent user within the 
Social networking service. The prolific user can receive a 
notification from the Social networking service prompting the 
prolific user to assist the infrequent user with one or more 
tasks. For example, the infrequent user can have a partially 
completed profile. Consequently, the prolific user can receive 
a notification prompting the prolific user to assist the infre 
quent user in completing the profile. Example notifications 
can include prompts for the prolific user to suggest a profile 
photo, contacts, and/or image tags to the infrequent user. 

In Some implementations, an infrequent user and/or digital 
content distributed by an infrequent user can be identified to 
a prolific user in an effort to induce the prolific user to interact 
with the infrequent user. Referring again to FIG. 4, the user 
“Rob McDavies' can be a prolific user and the user “Katie' 
can be an infrequent user. In some examples, notifications can 
be associated with items distributed by infrequent users. In 
the depicted example, the item 406 includes a notification 420 
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prompting the user “Rob McDavies' to share the item 406 
with other users of the social networking service. 

In Some implementations, high quality items distributed by 
prolific users can be highlighted or otherwise be prominently 
displayed within stream pages of infrequent users. In this 
manner, infrequent users can learn about features available in 
the Social networking service, which the infrequent users 
have not yet used. In some examples, the quality of the item 
can be reflected by the item score associated therewith. 
5. Example Flowchart(s) 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example process 600 that can be 
executed in implementations of the present disclosure. In 
Some implementations, the example process 600 can include 
operations that are performed using one or more computer 
programs executed using one or more data processing appa 
ratus (e.g., one or more client-side computing devices and/or 
one or more server-side computing devices). 
A user activity score (Us) is determined for each user of a 

social networking service (602). It is determined whether a 
first user activity score (Us) associated with a first user is 
greater than or equal to a first threshold user activity score 
(Ulster) (604). If the first user activity score (Us) is not 
greater than or equal to the first threshold user activity score 
(Us), the example process 600 ends. If the first user 
activity score (Us) is greater than or equal to the first 
threshold user activity score (Us), it is determined 
whether a second user activity score (Usa) associated with a 
second user is less than a second threshold user activity score 
(Ulster) (606). If the second user activity Score (Usa) is 
not less than the second threshold user activity score 
(Usa), the example process 600 ends. 

In some examples, if the second user activity score (Usa) 
is less than the second threshold user activity score 
(Usa), instructions are transmitted to display a prompt to 
the first user (608), the prompt encouraging the first user to 
interact with the second user within the Social networking 
service. 

In some examples, if the second user activity score (Usa) 
is less than the second threshold user activity score 
(Us), it can be determined whether the first user is at 
least a potential contact of the second user within the Social 
networking service (610). For example, if the first user is 
neither a potential contact nor a contact of the second user 
within the Social networking service, the example process 
600 ends. If the first user is at least a potential contact of the 
second user within the Social networking service, instructions 
are transmitted to display a prompt to the first user (608), the 
prompt encouraging the first user to interact with the second 
user within the Social networking service. 
By determining whether the first user is at least a potential 

contact of the second user within the Social networking Ser 
vice, promotion of user interaction between users that might 
not have any connection to one another can be avoided. For 
example, if the first user and the second user have not been 
established as contacts of one another within the Social net 
working service, and have otherwise not directly or indirectly 
interacted with one another (e.g., within the Social network 
ing service and/or outside of the Social networking service), 
the first user will not be prompted to interact with the second 
user within the Social networking service. As another 
example, if the first user and the second user have not been 
established as contacts of one another within the Social net 
working service, but have directly or indirectly interacted 
with one another (e.g., within the Social networking service 
and/or outside of the Social networking service), the first user 
and the second user can be deemed to be potential contacts of 
one another within the social networking service. For 
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example, both the first user and the second user interact with 
a third user (e.g., both the first user and the second user have 
commented on, endorsed, or shared an item distributed by the 
third user). Consequently, it can be determined that the first 
user and the second user have indirectly interacted, and are 
deemed to be potential contacts within the Social networking 
service. As another example, the first user can email or instant 
message the second user using an email service or an instant 
messaging service, respectively. Because the first user and the 
second user have communicated (i.e., via email or instant 
message), the first user and the second user are deemed to be 
potential contacts within the Social networking service. 
A number of implementations have been described. Nev 

ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the disclosure. For example, various forms of the flows shown 
above may be used, with steps re-ordered, added, or removed. 
Accordingly, other implementations are within the scope of 
the following claims. 

Implementations of the present disclosure and all of the 
functional operations provided herein can be realized in digi 
tal electronic circuitry, or in computer Software, firmware, or 
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifica 
tion and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one 
or more of them. Implementations of the invention can be 
realized as one or more computer program products, i.e., one 
or more modules of computer program instructions encoded 
on a computer readable medium for execution by, or to con 
trol the operation of data processing apparatus. The com 
puter readable medium can be a machine-readable storage 
device, a machine-readable storage substrate, a memory 
device, a composition of matter effecting a machine-readable 
propagated signal, or a combination of one or more of them. 
The term “data processing apparatus' encompasses all appa 
ratus, devices, and machines for processing data, including by 
way of example a programmable processor, a computer, or 
multiple processors or computers. The apparatus can include, 
in addition to hardware, code that creates an execution envi 
ronment for the computer program in question, e.g., code that 
constitutes processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database 
management system, an operating system, or a combination 
of one or more of them. 
A computer program (also known as a program, Software, 

Software application, Script, or code) can be written in any 
form of programming language, including compiled or inter 
preted languages, and it can be deployed in any form, includ 
ing as a stand alone program or as a module, component, 
Subroutine, or other unit Suitable for use in a computing 
environment. A computer program does not necessarily cor 
respond to a file in a file system. A program can be stored in 
a portion of a file that holds other programs or data (e.g., one 
or more scripts stored in a markup language document), in a 
single file dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple 
coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more modules, 
Sub programs, or portions of code). A computer program can 
be deployed to be executed on one computer or on multiple 
computers that are located at one site or distributed across 
multiple sites and interconnected by a communication net 
work. 

The processes and logic flows described in this disclose can 
be performed by one or more programmable processors 
executing one or more computer programs to perform func 
tions by operating on input data and generating output. The 
processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and 
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic 
circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an 
ASIC (application specific integrated circuit). 
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Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro 

gram include, by way of example, both general and special 
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of 
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will 
receive instructions and data from a read only memory or a 
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a 
computer are a processor for performing instructions and one 
or more memory devices for storing instructions and data. 
Generally, a computer will also include, or be operatively 
coupled to receive data from or transfer data to, or both, one 
or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g., magnetic, 
magneto optical disks, or optical disks. However, a computer 
need not have such devices. Moreover, a computer can be 
embedded in another device, e.g., a mobile telephone, a per 
sonal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile audio player, a Global 
Positioning System (GPS) receiver, to name just a few. Com 
puter readable media Suitable for storing computer program 
instructions and data include all forms of non Volatile 
memory, media and memory devices, including by way of 
example semiconductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, 
EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., 
internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto optical disks; 
and CD ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the 
memory can be Supplemented by, or incorporated in, special 
purpose logic circuitry. 
To provide for interaction with a user, implementations of 

the invention can be implemented on a computer having a 
display device, e.g., a CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid 
crystal display) monitor, for displaying information to the 
user and a keyboard and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a 
trackball, by which the user can provide input to the com 
puter. Other kinds of devices can be used to provide for 
interaction with a user as well; for example, feedback pro 
vided to the user can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g., 
visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile feedback; and 
input from the user can be received in any form, including 
acoustic, speech, or tactile input. 

Implementations of the invention can be realized in a com 
puting system that includes a back end component, e.g., as a 
data server, or that includes a middleware component, e.g., an 
application server, or that includes a front end component, 
e.g., a client computer having a graphical user interface or a 
Web browser through which a user can interact with an imple 
mentation of the invention, or any combination of one or more 
Such back end, middleware, or front end components. The 
components of the system can be interconnected by any form 
or medium of digital data communication, e.g., a communi 
cation network. Examples of communication networks 
include a local area network (“LAN”) and a wide area net 
work (“WAN), e.g., the Internet. 
The computing system can include clients and servers. A 

client and server are generally remote from each other and 
typically interact through a communication network. The 
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer 
programs running on the respective computers and having a 
client-server relationship to each other. 

While this disclosure contains many specifics, these should 
not be construed as limitations on the scope of the disclosure 
or of what may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of 
features specific to particular implementations of the disclo 
sure. Certain features that are described in this disclosure in 
the context of separate implementations can also be provided 
in combination in a single implementation. Conversely, vari 
ous features that are described in the context of a single 
implementation can also be provided in multiple implemen 
tations separately or in any Suitable Subcombination. More 
over, although features may be described above as acting in 
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certain combinations and even initially claimed as such, one 
or more features from a claimed combination can in some 
cases be excised from the combination, and the claimed com 
bination may be directed to a subcombination or variation of 
a Subcombination. 

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in 
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring 
that such operations be performed in the particular order 
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations 
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum 
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan 
tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo 
nents in the implementations described above should not be 
understood as requiring Such separation in all implementa 
tions, and it should be understood that the described program 
components and systems can generally be integrated together 
in a single software product or packaged into multiple soft 
ware products. 

Thus, particular implementations of the present disclosure 
have been described. Other implementations are within the 
Scope of the following claims. For example, the actions 
recited in the claims can be performed in a different order and 
still achieve desirable results. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system comprising: 
a computing device; and 
a computer-readable storage device coupled to the com 

puting device and having instructions stored thereon 
which, when executed by the computing device, cause 
the computing device to perform operations comprising: 
determining a first user activity score for a first user and 

a second user activity score for a second user, wherein 
a user activity Score is based on the activity of a 
respective user within a computer-implemented 
Social networking service; 

determining that the first user activity score exceeds a 
first threshold user activity score and that the second 
user activity score does not exceed a second threshold 
user activity Score; 

identifying an item distributed by the second user using 
the Social networking service; and 

in response to determining that the first user activity 
score exceeds the first threshold user activity score 
and that the second user activity Score does not exceed 
the second threshold user activity score, transmitting 
instructions to display the item in a stream of the first 
user, the stream of the first user associated with a 
Social networking account of the first user. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein determining a respective 
user activity score comprises: 

receiving a plurality of values, each value being associated 
with a signal that reflects user interaction with the social 
networking service through a second computing device; 
and 

determining the respective user activity score based on one 
or more values of the plurality of values. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein each value is based on 
one of: a length of time that a respective user has been a 
member of the Social networking service, a time since a 
respective user has received a notification from the Social 
networking service, a frequency at which a respective user 
interacts with the Social networking service, a frequency at 
which a respective user interacts with items distributed by 
other users of the Social networking service, a frequency at 
which a respective user distributes items using the Social 
networking service, a number of contacts of a respective user 
within the Social networking service, a degree of completion 
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of a profile of a respective user, a number of contact Sugges 
tions that have been accepted by a respective user, a number 
of features of the social networking service that have been 
used by a respective user, and an average duration that a 
respective user interacts with the Social networking service. 

4. The system of claim 2, wherein determining the respec 
tive user activity score comprises Summing the values. 

5. The system of claim 2, wherein determining the respec 
tive user activity Score comprises applying a respective 
weight to each value of the plurality of values. 

6. The system of claim 2, wherein the respective user 
activity score ranges between a minimum value and a maxi 
mum value. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the item is associated 
with an item score, the operations further comprising: 

determining that the item score does not exceed a threshold 
item score, the threshold item score defining a minimum 
item score for items to be displayed in the stream of the 
first user, 

wherein transmitting the instructions further comprises 
transmitting the instructions in response to the item 
score not exceeding the threshold item score. 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the operations further 
comprise determining that the first user is at least potential 
contact of the second user within the Social networking Ser 
vice, wherein transmitting instructions is further in response 
to determining that the first user is a potential contact of the 
second user within the Social networking service. 

9. The system of claim 7, wherein identifying the item 
further includes identifying a plurality of items distributed by 
the second user using the Social networking service, each of 
the plurality of items associated with a respective item score, 
the operations further including: 

identifying one or more first items of the plurality of items 
based on the first user activity, the second user activity, 
or both; and 

identifying one or more second items of the plurality of 
items based on the item scores of the plurality of items, 

wherein a quantity of the one or more first items and a 
quantity of the one or more second items is based on a 
predetermined quota. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the predetermined 
quota is a ratio of the one or more first items and the one or 
more second items. 

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the instructions further 
include instructions to display the one or more first items and 
the one or more second items in the stream of the first user 
based on the predetermined quota. 

12. A non-transitory computer readable storage device 
encoded with one or more computer programs, the one or 
more computer programs comprising instructions that when 
executed by data processing apparatus cause the data process 
ing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

determining a first user activity score for a first user and a 
second user activity score for a second user, wherein a 
user activity score is based on the activity of a respective 
user within a computer-implemented Social networking 
service; 

determining that the first user activity Score exceeds a first 
threshold user activity score and that the second user 
activity Score does not exceed a second threshold user 
activity score; 

identifying an item distributed by the second user using the 
Social networking service; and in response to determin 
ing that the first user activity score exceeds the first 
threshold user activity score and that the second user 
activity score does not exceed the second threshold user 
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activity score, transmitting instructions to display the 
item in a stream of the first user, the stream of the first 
user associated with a social networking account of the 
first user. 

13. The computer readable storage device of claim 12, 
wherein determining a respective user activity score com 
prises: 

receiving a plurality of values, each value being associated 
with a signal that reflects user interaction with the social 
networking service through a computing device; and 
determining the respective user activity score based on 
one or more values of the plurality of values. 

14. The computer readable storage device of claim 13, 
wherein each value is based on one of: a length of time that a 
respective user has been a member of the Social networking 
service, a time since a respective user has received a notifi 
cation from the Social networking service, a frequency at 
which a respective user interacts with the Social networking 
service, a frequency at which a respective user interacts with 
items distributed by other users of the social networking 
service, a frequency at which a respective user distributes 
items using the Social networking service, a number of con 
tacts of a respective user within the Social networking service, 
a degree of completion of a profile of a respective user, a 
number of contact suggestions that have been accepted by a 
respective user, a number of features of the Social networking 
service that have been used by a respective user, and an 
average duration that a respective user interacts with the 
Social networking service. 

15. The computer readable storage device of claim 13, 
wherein determining the respective user activity score com 
prises Summing the values. 

16. The computer readable storage device of claim 13, 
wherein determining the respective user activity score com 
prises applying a respective weight to each value of the plu 
rality of values. 

17. The computer readable storage device of claim 13, 
wherein the user activity score ranges between a minimum 
value and a maximum value. 

18. The computer readable storage device of claim 12, 
wherein the item is associated with an item score, the opera 
tions further comprising: determining that the item score does 
not exceed a threshold item score, the threshold item score 
defining a minimum item score for items to be displayed in 
the stream page of the first user, wherein transmitting the 
instructions further comprises transmitting the instructions in 
response to the item score not exceeding the threshold item 
SCO. 

19. The computer readable storage device of claim 12, 
wherein the operations further comprise determining that the 
first user is at least potential contact of the second user within 
the Social networking service, wherein transmitting instruc 
tions is further in response to determining that the first user is 
a potential contact of the second user within the Social net 
working service. 

20. The computer readable storage device of claim 18, 
wherein identifying the item further includes identifying a 
plurality of items distributed by the second user using the 
Social networking service, each of the plurality of items asso 
ciated with a respective item score, the operations further 
including: 

identifying one or more first items of the plurality of items 
based on the first user activity, the second user activity, 
or both; and 

identifying one or more second items of the plurality of 
items based on the item scores of the plurality of items, 
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24 
wherein a quantity of the one or more first items and a 
quantity of the one or more second items is based on a 
predetermined quota. 

21. The computer readable storage device of claim 20, 
wherein the predetermined quota is a ratio of the one or more 
first items and the one or more second items. 

22. The computer readable storage device of claim 20, 
wherein the instructions further include instructions to dis 
play the one or more first items and the one or more second 
items in the stream page of the first user based on the prede 
termined quota. 

23. A computer-implemented method executing using one 
or more processors, the method comprising: 

determining, by the one or more processors, a first user 
activity score for a first user and a second user activity 
score for a second user, wherein a user activity Score is 
based on the activity of a respective user within a com 
puter-implemented Social networking service; 

determining, by the one or more processors, that the first 
user activity score exceeds a first threshold user activity 
score and that the second user activity score does not 
exceed a second threshold user activity Score; 

identifying, by the one or more processors, an item distrib 
uted by the second user using the Social networking 
service; and 

in response to determining that the first user activity score 
exceeds the first thresholduser activity score and that the 
second user activity Score does not exceed the second 
threshold user activity score, transmitting, by the one or 
more processors, instructions to display the item in a 
stream of the first user, the stream of the first user asso 
ciated with a social networking account of the first user. 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein determining a respec 
tive user activity score comprises: 

receiving a plurality of values, each value being associated 
with a signal that reflects user interaction with the social 
networking service through a computing device; and 

determining the respective user activity score based on one 
or more values of the plurality of values. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein each value is based on 
one of: a length of time that a respective user has been a 
member of the Social networking service, a time since a 
respective user has received a notification from the Social 
networking service, a frequency at which a respective user 
interacts with the Social networking service, a frequency at 
which a respective user interacts with items distributed by 
other users of the Social networking service, a frequency at 
which a respective user distributes items using the Social 
networking service, a number of contacts of a respective user 
within the Social networking service, a degree of completion 
of a profile of a respective user, a number of contact Sugges 
tions that have been accepted by a respective user, a number 
of features of the social networking service that have been 
used by a respective user, and an average duration that a 
respective user interacts with the Social networking service. 

26. The method of claim 24, wherein determining the 
respective user activity score comprises Summing the values. 

27. The method of claim 24, wherein determining the 
respective user activity Score comprises applying a respective 
weight to each value of the plurality of values. 

28. The method of claim 24, wherein the respective user 
activity score ranges between a minimum value and a maxi 
mum value. 

29. The method of claim 23, wherein the item is associated 
with an item score, the operations further comprising: 
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determining that the item score does not exceed a threshold 
item score, the threshold item score defining a minimum 
item score for items to be displayed in the stream of the 
first user, 

wherein transmitting the instructions further comprises 
transmitting the instructions in response to the item 
score not exceeding the threshold item score. 

30. The method of claim 23, wherein the operations further 
comprise determining that the first user is at least potential 
contact of the second user within the Social networking Ser 
vice, wherein transmitting instructions is further in response 
to determining that the first user is a potential contact of the 
second user within the Social networking service. 

31. The method of claim 29, wherein identifying the item 
further includes identifying a plurality of items distributed by 
the second user using the Social networking service, each of 
the plurality of items associated with a respective item score, 
the operations further including: 

26 
identifying one or more first items of the plurality of items 

based on the first user activity, the second user activity, 
or both; and 

identifying one or more second items of the plurality of 
items based on the item scores of the plurality of items, 

wherein a quantity of the one or more first items and a 
quantity of the one or more second items is based on a 
predetermined quota. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the predetermined 
quota is a ratio of the one or more first items and the one or 
more second items. 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein the instructions fur 
ther include instructions to display the one or more first items 

15 and the one or more second items in the stream page of the 
first user based on the predetermined quota. 
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