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The present invention rélates to a new unit of
household furniture adapted for selective use as
a seat, back rest, or lounge; and also ddapted to
be combined with & similar uhit to form & has-
sock.

More specifically, the invention relates to a
foldable furniture unit having a predetermined
geometrical configuration enabling thé same to be
used in different ways according to the character
of support: desired by the user.

One of the principal features of the invention
resides in making the unit of two complementary
sections flexibly connected together and designed
so that the sections ean be opened or unfolded
to provide a substantially full length support for
a body in a reclining or lying down position, and
folded up or closed for use as a seat or a simple
inclined back rest.

The principal object of the invention is to pro-
vide a furniture unit for supporting a body in a
comfortable, relaxed, informal position before a
fireplace, television set, ete. i

Another object of the inivention is to provide
a furniture unit of predetermined geometrical
configuration such that it can be combined with
a unit of similar geometrical configuration to form
a different item of household furniture, to wit, a
hassock.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
furniture unit that can be used as a lounge, and
which can be readily folded to a smaller size and
used as a seat or inclined back rest, and which oc-
cupies a small space when folded, so that it can
be stored away in a closet or placed out of the
way in a corner of a room.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a foldable, cushioned furniture unit which has a
supporting surface preshaped to conform gen-
erally to the contour of a reclining human body
when the unit is unfolded and used as a lounge.

Other objects and features of the invention will
be apparent from the following description taken
in conjunct@on with the accompanying drawings,
in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a hassock includ-
ing two furniture units embodying the principles
of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the novel furni-
ture unit per se, but illustrating the same in a
folded or closed condition and turned over on its
base to serve as a back rest:

Fig. 3 is a view illustrating the furniture unit
of Fig. 2 opened up or unfolded ready for use as
a lounge; ‘ .

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view through
the forward section of the furniture unit taken
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3; and

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view through
the rear section of the furniture unit taken on
the line §—5§ of Fig. 3.
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The furniture unit embodying the principies
of the invention may have any desired géométri-
cal configuration or appearance, such as a tri-
angular prism, an ungula, ete;, so that when two
of the units are placed together, they will form
& hassock resembling a parallelepiped, a. cylinder,
ete. Tt is preferable, however, in the interest of
simplicity of construction, to form thé basic
furniture units as right triangular prisms and
Fig, 1 illustrates two such units 1 and i# arranged
to form a hassock ensemble generally identified
by the numeral 2. The two units | and I* are
adapted to be detachably connected together to
form the hassock 2, which can be divided di-
agonally along the line 3, corresponding to the
hypotenuse of the units, as will be explained
more fully hereinafter. .

The units | and 1* are identical ard the unit
i is illustrated in detail in Figs. 2 to 5 to which
reference will now be made. The unit | com-
brises a pair of sections 4 and 5 of complemen-
tary design but presenting, when in 4 closed or
folded condition, the general appearance of a
right triangular prism. Thé sections 4 and 5
may both be made in the form of frameless
cushions having the external appearance or con-
figurations illustrated, but in order to impart
substantial rigidity to the unit, it is preferable to
incorporate a suitable franie structure in each
section. By way of example; and not limitation,
the frame of the séction 4 is illustrated as made
of wood and includes a flat bottom wall § and a
pair of upstanding side walls T and 8 disposed
along the longitudinal sides of said bottom wall.
A rear wall § is disposed between the side walls T
and 8 at the rear end of the bottom wall 6. The
upper edges 10 and {1 of the side walls 7 and 8
slope downwardly from the rear wall 9 toward the
forward end 12 of the bottom wall 6. 'The upper
edge 13 of the rear wall 9 is bevelled ta corre-
spond to the slope of the upper edges 10 and i1
of the side walls T and 8. A partition 14 is di-
agonally arranged at the back end of the section
4 and is disposed generally parallel with the up-
per edges of the side walls T and 8. The bottom
wall 6, side walls T and 8, rear wall 9 and parti-
tion 14 can be glued, nailed or otherwise perma-
nently fastened together. The outer exposed sur-
faces of the frame of the section 4 are covered
with cloth, leatherette, plastic or other suitable
upholstery material 15, padding (6 preferably be-
ing disposed between the covering and the side
walls of the frame. The covering material (5
may be tacked or otherwise suitably secured to
the wooden frame structure.

A cushion (T (Fig. 3) is shaped to fill the space
above the partition 14 and bottom wall § and be-
tween the side walls T and 8 and the rear wall
13, the upper surface of the ¢ushion having a
slightly concave contour conférming to that of
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the upper edges 10 and 11 of the side walls 7
and 8.

The section 5 comprises a bottom wall 62 which
is bevelled at its forward end 18 and has its rear
end 19 positioned adjacent the forward end i2
of the bottom wall § of the section 4. The bot-
tom walls 6 and 62 are fastened together in the
relation specified by a pair of hinges 20. Side
walls 7> and 8% (Fig. 4) are glued or otherwise
suitably fastened to the side edges of the bot-
tom wall 62, The side walls 72 and 82 have upper
edges 188 and fi1= that are convex and comple-
mental to the upper edges 18 and i1 of the side
walls T and 8. The exposed outer surfaces of
the bottom wall 62 and the side walls 78 and 82
are covered by a covering material 2{ of a nature
similar to the covering 15, and padding material
22 is preferably interposed between the covering
2{ and the side walls 7 and 8¢, as illustrated
in Fig. 4. A cushion 23 is disposed above the bot-
tom wall 62 between the side walls 7# and 82 and
its upper surface is contoured to a convex shape
to conform with that of the curvature of the
upper edges 182 and 112 of the side walls T2 and
gs. As will be apparent from Fig. 3, the cushion
23 extends from the rear end % of the bottom
wall 62 to the forward bevelled edge 8 of said
bottom wall, and forms a longitudinal continua-
tion of the cushion 17. The end 19 is bevelled
in a direction away from the adjacent end i2 of
the bottom wall 6, so that it lies in a plane sub-
stantially perpendicular to said bottom wail when
the unit is in its folded condition shown in Fig. 2.
The cushion |7 may be adhesively bonded,
tacked, or otherwise secured to the section § and
the cushion 23 may be similarly secured to the
section 5. If desired, the cushions {T and 23 can
be joined together at their adjacent ends or
formed as a one-piece cushion structure.

The section 5 is adapted to be swung on the
hinges 26 from the unfolded condition of the unit
shown in Fig. 3, into its folded position overly-
ing the section 4, as illustrated in Fig. 2. The
unit | then rests on its base or bottom wall & and
may be used as a sloping back rest, with the body
resting against the sloping wall §2. If a more up-
right back rest is desired, the unit { can obvi-
ously be stood on end with the rear wall {3 par-
allel with the floor, in which event the wall §2
will again be engaged by the back of the body.

The units | and {2, when folded, may also be
placed upon their sides, that is fo say, with either
the side walls 7—172 or the side walls 8—82 low-
ermost and the uppermost side walls used as a
flat seat, or the units { and {2 may be positioned
as illustrated in Fig. 1 with the hypotenuses
thereof disposed adjacent each other and the two
sections fastened together by flaps 24, as will now
be described.

One flap 24 (formed of leather, heavy cloth or
any other suitable material) has one end there-
of secured to the covering 15 by stitching 25 (Fig.
1) and is also preferably securely fastened to the
rear wall 9 by a row of tacks 28 in a region re-
mote from the bottom wall 6. The other end of
the flap {7 carries a plurality of conventional
snap fastener elements 27 which engage with co-
acting fastening elements 272 secured to the bot-
tom wall of the other unit i2, so that the units
| and (2 can be readily connected together in the
relationship illustrated to form the hassock 2.
It will be observed that the flap 24 is long enough
to extend from the rear of one unit around the
adjacent end of the other unit, to thus conceal
the joint at the hinged end of the other unit.

10

15

20

25

30

35

49

45

60

b5

60

65

70

({:

4

This feature provides a neat and attractive ap-
pearance, particularly if the flap 24 has a color
which harmonizes with the color of the coverings
15 and 21. It will also be observed that the flap
24 hangs downwardly at the rear of the unit |
when the units | and 12 are detached, as'in Fig. 3.

Should it be desired to use the units | and (2
separately, the flaps 24 can be quickly unfas-
tened by separating the snap fasteners 27—272
to permit separation of the units 1 and (> along
the diagonal line 3, and the units then unfolded
so that the sections 4 and 5 are in longitudinal
alishment and form a low lounge, with the bot-
tom walls 6 and 62 thereof disposed in a horizon-
tal plane and resting upon the floor. The cush-
ions 1T and 23 are purposely shaped to generally
conform to the contour of a human body in a re-
clining position and, therefore, provide a very
comfortable support for the body.

It will be understood that various changes may
be made in the details of construction and in the
configuration of the sections 4 and § of the basic
unit 1, without departing from the principles of
the invention or the scope of the annexed claims.

We claim: - :

1. A foldable furniture unit having the ex-
ternal appearance of a geometrical solid, said
unit including two cushion sections intercon-
nected at one end, said cushions being disposed
with a face of one cushion confronting a face of
the other when the unit is folded, and with one
cushion disposed in longitudinal alignment with
the other when the unit is unfolded for support-
ing a body in a reclining position, the face of said
one cushion being concave and the face of said
other cushion being convex and complemental
thereto. ’

2. A furniture unit having the general ap-
pearance of a right triangular prism, said unit
comprising two complementary sections having
faces arranged in confronting relation; means
hingedly connecting said sections together at one
end thereof, the face of one of said sections be-
ing concave and the other being convex, said
hinge means providing for swinging one of said
sections into longitudinal alignment with the
other so that the convex face of one section forms
a longitudinal continuation of the concave face
of the other section.

3. A furniture unit, comprising: two comple-
mentary sections jointly presenting the external
appearance of a substantially right triangular
prism, one of said sections including a frame
having a bottom wall, side walls and a rear wall,
and the other section having a frame including
a bottom wall and side walls; hinge means con-
necting the. forward end of the bottom wall of
the frame of said one section with one end of the
bottom wall of the frame of said other section,
sn that one section can be swung into position in
longitudinal alisnment with the other section
with the two bottom walls disposed in a common
plane and with the side walls extending up-
wardly from said bottom walls, each of said sec-
tions having cushion means disposed between the
side walls of the frame thereof for supporting a
body in a reclining position.

4. A furniture unit, comprising: two comple-
mentary sections arranged in the form of a sub-
stantially right triangular prism, one of said sec-
tions including a frame having a bottom wall,
side walls and a rear wall, and the other section
having a frame including a hottom wall and side
walls; hinge means connecting the forward end
of the bottom wall of the frame of said one sec-
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tion with.one end of the bottom wall of the frame
of said other section so that one section can be
swung into position in longitudinal alignment
with the other section, the side walls of said one
section having concave edges and the side walls
of said other section having convex edges sub-
stantially complemental to the convex edges of
said one section, and each of said sections hav-
ing cushion means disposed between the side
walls thereof with the outer surface thereof sub-
stantially conforming to the curvature of the
edges” of -the side walls associated therewith.
BENJAMIN LEVITIN.
JAMES G. BROWN.
IRVING W. PEEPLES.
MARY B. PEEPLES.
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