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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The disposable finger wash device of this invention
takes the place of a finger bowl, and is much more service-
able than a finger bowl. The wash device of this invention
consists basically of a wrapper of absorbent material, such
as absorbent paper, particularly tear resistant wet-proof
paper toweling. Enclosed within the wrapper is a rupturable
capsule containing a detergent or cleansing liquid, This
is the basic invention and it remains dry until ready for
use, which is done by merely crushing the capsule within
the wrapper between the fingers, thus wetting the wrapper
with the liquid. The wetted wrapper is used for cleansing
the skin and also lips, cheeks, chin, or other parts of the
body. In addition the wrapper with its contained capsule
may be secured on the handle for ready manipulation, and
the handle is preferably in the form of a disc with a de-
pending frusto-conical flange so that it may be set on a
table or other supporting surface with the wrapper out
of contact therewith, ready for use by picking it up, hold-
ing the handle in one hand, squeezing the wrapper to break
the capsule with the other hand, and then rubbing it over
the skin area to be cleaned.

——— e ———

Objects of the invention

This invention relates to a disposable finger wash device
and has for an object to provide a disposable wash device
to be manipulated by a person’s fingers to ready it for
washing his or her skin, including not only the skin on the
fingers and hands, but also on the lips or chin and cheeks
of the face as desired.

A further object of this invention is to provide a dis-
posable finger wash device which takes the place of a
finger bowl but has the advantage thereover that it is
brought in dry condition to the user at the time of use,
and by finger manipulation, an absorbent, flexible wrap-
per is wetted by a contained rupturable capsule having
cleansing liquid therein so that the wetted wrapper serves
in cleansing the skin of the fingers and of elsewhere.

A further object of this invention is to provide an ini-
tially dry finger wash device which may be set on the
table and remain in dry condition until manipulated for
use,

A further object of this invention is to provide a dis-
posable finger wash device intended for table use in air-
planes, in restaurants, hospitals, hotels, motels, ships,
automobiles, schools, picnics, lunch rooms and elsewhere
wherever food may be consumed.

A further object of this invention is to provide a dis-
posable finger wash device which, basically, is an absorb-
ent wrapper with an enclosed capsule readily rupturable
by finger manipulation, which remains dry indefinitely
until ready for use, the capsule containing a cleansing
liquid such as a detergent dissolved in water.

A further object of this invention is to provide a dis-
posable finger wash device wherein a rupturable capsule
containing a cleansing liquid is enclosed in a wrapper,
and wherein the wrapper is supported or secured to a
base also serving as a handle, and wherein the wrapper
may be formed into wings between which the fingers may
fit for manipulation, the rupturable capsule with its cleans-
ing liquid being located in the axis of the area from
which the wings extend, the base being in the form of a
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disc with an outwardly flaring rim, a portion of the wrap-
per extending through a ceniral aperture in the disc and
secured thereto on the rim side thereof.

In brief, this invention consists basically of an initially
dry wrapper of disposable tear-resistant wet-proof absorb-
ent material, such as absorbent paper or other fabric, with
an enclosed rupturable capsule containing a cleansing
liquid such as water and detergent, which when finger
manipulated, ruptures to wet the wrapper and make it
usable to cleanse the skin of the fingers and elsewhere. In
addition, a handle base may be provided, the wrapper be-
ing secured thereto, so that it may be readily set on a
table waiting to be used, and be held thereby in one hand
while rupturing the capsule with the fingers of the other
hand. The wrapper may extend through an opening in
the base and be secured thereto, a rim depending from
the base on the side to which the wrapper is thus secured,
so that the device may rest on the rim on a supporting
surface when not in use. Further, the wrapper may be
formed in the shape of a plurality of wings between which
the manipulating fingers may be placed, with the ruptur-
able capsule in the central area between the wings, so
that, by twisting the wings into a spiral, the capsule is rup-
tured, the wings are wetted, and the fingers are cleansed.

With the above and related objects in view, this inven-
tion consists in the details of construction and combina-
tion of parts, as will be more fully understood from the
following description, when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the disposable finger
wash device of this invention being manipulated to rup-
ture the enclosed capsule.

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the most sophisticated form
of this device.

FIG. 3 is an elevational view, partly in section, on line
3—3 of FIG, 2.

FIG. 4 is an elevational view of a less sophisticated
form of the device.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view on line 5—5 of FIG. 4.

In the drawings, like numbers refer to like parts, and
for purposes of explication, marshalled below are the
numbered parts of the improved disposable finger wash
device;

10.—disposable finger wash device
12.—wrapper

14.—rupturable capsule

16.—<cleansing liquid

18.—handle base

20.—central aperture in 18

22.—adhesive .
24.—outwardly flared rim or flange on 18
26.—wrapper extending across 20
28.—wings of wrapper in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3
30.—cylindrical shape of capsule in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3
32.—fingers of right hand

34.—right hand

36.—fingers of left hand

38.—left hand.

There is shown at 18 the disposable finger wash device
of this invention which takes the place of a finger bowl
and is much more serviceable than a finger bowl, as will
hereinafter become apparent. The device 10 consists
basically of a wrapper 12 of absorbent material, such as
absorbent paper or other inexpensive flexible absorbent
fabric. One suitable form of absorbent paper is the wet-
proof paper towel now on the market, such paper being
highly absorbent and very tear-resistant when it is wetted.
Enclosed within this wrapper 12 is a rupturable capsule 14
containing a detergent or cleansing liguid 1€, such as
water containing dissolved soap, synthetic detergent or
any other material having suitable cleansing properties
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for the human skin. This is applicant’s basic invention; as
thus far described, it remains dry until readied for use,
which is done by merely crashing the capsule between
the fingers, thus wetting the wrapper 12 with the liquid
16, and the wetted wrapper 12 is used for cleansing the
skin of the fingers, and also, as desired, the skin elsewhere,
as the hands, the lips, the cheeks or the chin. The ruptur-
able capsule is of any suitable construction, and may be
of the construction shown in Patents Nos. 2,539,457 and
2,606,121, that is, the capsule that contained the food dye
for coloring white margarine which was thus marketed
in the 1950%.

In a more sophisticated form of this invention, the
wrapper 12 is secured to a handle base 18 by having a
portion thereof extended through a central aperture 20
and secured to the opposite side thereof by adhesive 22.
The handle base 18 is of any suitable rigid inexpensive
material such as cardboard, sturdy paper as in FIGS. 2
and 3, or inexpensive plastic as in FIGS. 4 and 5, and is
preferably circular in outline. In addition, an outwardly
flared flange or rim 24 is provided at its circular edge,
and serves as a handle when manually manipulating the
device, as shown in FIG. 1, or as a support for resting it
on a table surface waiting to be used. To prevent the liquid
14 from being lost through the aperture 28, some of the
wrapper may be turned back and stuffed therein, as shown
at 26.

In operation, the handle base 18 is in the fingers 32
of one hand 34 grasped by the rim 24, and the wrapper
12 is grasped by the fingers 36 of the other hand 38 and
the hands 34 and 38 are twisted to thus break the capsule
14, saturating the wrapper 12 and cleansing the skin of
the fingers or of other parts of the human body on which
it is rubbed.

In the most sophisticated form of this invention, the
wrapper 12 is shaped to provide wings 28 between which
the fingers 36 are placed when manipulating the wrapper
12 and the enclosed capsule 14, which may then be gen-
erally cylindrical as shown at 38 and Iocated in the axis
of the base aperture 26. As thus formed, the capsule 30
is more readily grasped by the fingers entering between
the wings 28, and twisting handle 24 in one hand causes
the fingers 36 of the other hand 38 to twist the wings 28
into a wetted spiral to more thoroughly cleanse the sides
of the fingers. Such wings 28 are shown in FIGS. 1, 2
and 3, which also shows a handle base 18 of rigid card-
board; in FIGS. 4 and 5, the wrapper 12 is shown some-
what spherical in shape, and the handle base 1§ is shown
as being of an inexpensive, disposable rigid plastic.

In either form, it remains dry until used, and thus may
be stored indefinitely, It may be brought to the table,
instead of a finger bowl and then when needed, it is picked
up and manipulated to break the capsule and cleanse the
skin.

Although this invention has been described in consid-
erable detail, such description is intended as being illus-
trative rather than limiting, since the invention may be
variously embodied, and the scope of the invention is to
be determined as claimed.

Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature of this
invention, what is claimed is:

1. A disposable finger wash device comprising a flex-
ible wet-proof tear-resistant absorbent wrapper and a rup-
turable flexible capsule enclosed within said absorbent
wrapper, said capsule containing a skin cleansing liquid
therein, whereby when said capsule is manually ruptured
by finger manipulation, the contained liquid wets the en-
closing wrapper for use in cleansing a person’s skin and
a handle base of substantially rigid but inexpensive dis-
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posable material to which said absorbent wrapper is se-
cured, the length and width of said base being greater
than the corresponding dimensions of the unruptured cap-
sule, the device resting on said handle base when not in
use.

2. A disposable finger wash device comprising a flex-
ible absorbent wrapper and a rupturable flexible capsule
enclosed within said absorbent wrapper, said capsule con-
taining a skin cleansing liquid therein, whereby when said
capsule is manually ruptured by finger manipulation, the
contained liquid wets the enclosing wrapper for use in
cleansing a person’s skin, and a handle base of substan-
tially rigid but inexpensive, disposable material to which
said absorbent wrapper is secured, the device resting on
said handle base when not in use, said wrapper being
formed into a plurality of wings extending outwardly
from an axis substantially vertical to said base, said
capsule being located at said axis.

3. A disposable finger wash device comprising a flex-
ible absorbent wrapper and a rupturable flexible capsule
enclosed within said absorbent wrapper, said capsule con-
taining a skin cleansing liquid therein, whereby when said
capsule is manually ruptured by finger manipulation, the
contained liquid wets the enclosing wrapper for use in
cleansing a person’s skin, and a handle base of substan-
tially rigid but inexpensive, disposable material to which
said absorbent wrapper is secured, the device resting on
said handle base when not in use, said handle base com-
prising a plane portion having a depending rim, said wrap-
per extending through an aperture in said plane portion
of said base and being secured to said base on the rim
side thereof. .

4. The device of claim 3, said plane portion being cir+
cular, said wrapper receiving aperture being located at
the center of said circular plane portion, said rim flaring
outwardly from said plane portion and providing a sup-
port for said device when not in use, and a handle for
said device when in use.

5. The device of claim 4, said wrapper being formed
into a plurality of wings extending outwardly from the
axis through said wrapper receiving aperture, said capsule
being located at said axis, said capsule being rupturable
by placing the fingers between said wings and twisting
said wings into a spiral.
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