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the lover end of the slots e g strike the 
screws a b, Fig. 1, which secure and guide 
this movable plate. . It will be seen that the outer plate, being 
made curving and held firmly against the 
lower one, by the lower screw, b, Fig. 1, con 
stitutes a spring to hold the pin in place, and 
thus serves as a lock to the eseutcheon, while 
this in turn secures the key firmly in the de 
sired position. . In the drawings I have adopted the per 
pendicular slide to bring together this slot 
and corresponding. square or flat section of 
the stem of the key, for the purpose of secur 
ing the key ; but it may in some varieties of 
locks be desirable to have this outer escutch. 
eon to move horizontally, or the two forms– 
viz, the slot and thesquare orflattened key 
brought together in the form of a latch, hava. 
ing in view the same object and accomplished 
essentially by the same means. 
When this device is applied to rim-locks, 

the first or stationary escutcheon may be dis 
pensed with, as the slide would as well rur. 

against the etallic plate of thelockasagainst 
an extra escutcheon, which is only used in 
any case for a base over which to slide the 
movable escutcheon. As these (rim) locks 
project from the door, and as in many of them 
the key-hole is near the top of the lock, it will 
frequently become necessary to move the slid 
ing escutcheon horizontally, and perhaps in 
some cases resort to the latch form above re 
ferred to. - ' Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is– . 
The combination, with the curved elastic 

slotted sliding plate A, of the handle k, pin h, 
andholeh', employed in the manner described, 
to secure the said sliding plate in the position 
for locking the key, but admit of its ready 
movement from within. 
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