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This invention relates to a banjo capo and in particu-
lar to a banjo having a fifth string capo.

It is frequently desirable to play music in a different key
than it is written in the song book. For example, the
music may be written in the key of C but it is desired
to sing it in the key of D. This can be done by the use
of a capo which is appropriately positioned over the top
of four of the strings. However, now the fifth string of
the banjo must be retuned also and this presents a prob-
lem, The fifth string is the one running from the drum
or head half way up the neck and is ordinarily tuned at
four notes (a fifth) above middle C. If the pitch of the
banjo has been raised by the capo on the four strings
then it will be necessary to raise the pitch of the fifth
string the same amount. This is almost impossible to do
without breaking the fifth string.

Accordingly, it is one of the principal objects of this
invention to provide a banjo capo for the fifth string of
a five string banjo.

Another object of this invention is to provide a fifth
string capo for a five string banjo which may be moved
to any desired position along the neck of the banjo but
will not interfere with the other four strings in the play-
ing of the banjo.

Another object of this invention is to provide a fifth
string capo for use in artificially fretting the fifth string
in the appropriate position for giving the fifth string the
desired pitch thereby avoiding the necessity of tighten-
ing the string beyond its fracture point.

A still further object of this invention is to provide
a fifth string capo which requires no modification of the
banjo and also will in no way damage the banjo.

A still further object of this invention is to provide

a fifth string banjo which includes a continuous element |

embracing the neck of the banjo and extending over the
fifth string and under the other four strings,

A still further object of this invention is to provide
a fifth string capo which includes a length of elastic ma-
terial which is reduced in thickness upon being stretched
around the neck of the banjo whereby the thinner cross-
section of the elastic material provides the necessary clear-
ance for normal deflection of the other four strings,

A related object of this invention is to provide an
elastic fifth string capo which is provided with an ad-
justable fastener on its ends whereby the capo may be
mounted on the neck of a banjo regardless «of its cross-
sectional area. -

A further object of this invention is to provide a
banjo capo which is simple in design, economical to manu-
facture and refined in appearance.

These and other objects will be apparent to those skilled
in the art.

This invention consists in the construction, arrange-
ments, and combination of the various parts of the device,
whereby the objects contemplated are attained as here-
inafter more fully set forth, specifically pointed out in
the claims, and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the fifth string capo;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of the fifth string capo;

FIG, 3 is a bottom view of the capo of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view through the neck of
the banjo illustrating the fifth string capo loosely posi-
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tioned on the banjo prior to the ends of the capo being
connected together;

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a banjo
neck having a pair of capos mounted thereon; and

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 6—6
in FIG. 5 and illustrating the fifth string capo in its po-
sition of use extending under four of the strings and over
the fifth string..

In FIG. 5, the neck of a banjo is referred to generally
by the reference numeral 10 and includes a group of four

. strings 12 and the conventional fifth string 14. A plu-
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rality of frets 16 extend under the four strings 12 and
a pair of frets 18 extend under the four strings 12 and
additionally the fifth string 14. A peg 20 is provided for
adjusting the tension in the fifth string 14. The peg 20
extends laterally outwardly from the smaller in cross-sec-
tion neck portion 22 of the banjo. The smaller neck por-
tion 22 merges into the larger in cross-section neck por-
tion 24 in the area of the fifth string 14.

‘Outwardly of the peg 20 for the fifth string 14 a capo
26 is provided for engagement with the four strings 12.
Once the four strings 12 have been tumed relative to
each other, the capo 26 may be moved to an appropri-
ate position along the neck portion 22 for the banjo to
play in the desired key.

Inwardly away from the key 20 towards the drum (not
shown) a second capo 30 is provided which extends un-
der the four strings 12 and over the fifth string 14 and
is so positioned to give the fifth string the desired pitch
relative to the other four strings.

The fifth string capo 30 is illustrated in detail in FIGS.
1, 2 and 3 as being formed from a length of elastic ma-
terial. A portion 32 is folded over onto the main body
portion of the capo 30. A pair of female socket ele-
ments 36 are secured to the portion 34 and in turn to
the portion 32 and are adapted to receive a male snap
fastener element 38 secured to the opposite end of the
main body portion 34. A spear shaped end element 40
of leather or the like is secured on the end adjacent the
male fastener 38.

Thus it is seen that the elastic capo 30 is positioned
under the four strings 12 as illustrated in FIGS. 4, 5 and

" 6 and the male fastening 38 is snapped into one of the
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female socket elements 36 causing the elastic to be
stretched in its body portion 34 under the four strings
12. The stretching of the body portion 12- reduces its
thickness and thereby displaces it out of the way of the
four strings 12, In addition to the fifth string capo hold-
ing the string 14 down against the top face of the neck
portion 24, a screw element 40 having a slot 42 is pro-
vided between the first fret 18 and the leg 20 and serves
as a guide for the string 14 to maintain it in the proper
spaced relationship to the other four strings 12.

The fifth string capo 30 can be moved quickly to any
desired position along the neck portion 24 and will never
interfere with the other four strings 12. The capo 30 being
of elastic material in addition to elastically holding the
fifth string 14 down will adapt itself readily to any size
neck portion 24. .

Some changes may be made in the construction and
arrangement of my banjo capo without departing from
?he re_al spirit and purpose of my invention, and it is my
intention to cover by my claims, any modified forms of
structure or use of mechanical equivalents which may be
reasonably included within their scope.

Iclaim:

1. In combination, a five string banjo, a first capo po-
sitioned outwardly of the outer end of the fifth string
and in engagement with the other four strings, a second
capo extending around the neck of said banjo and under
and spaced from said four strings and over and in engage-
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ment with only said fifth string and selectively movable
along said neck while in engagement only with said fifth
string.

2. In combination, a five string banjo, a first capo po-
sitioned outwardly of the outer end of the fifth string
and in engagement with the other four strings, a second
capo, said second capo including a continuous element
extending around the neck of said banjo and under and
spaced from said four strings and over and in engage-
ment with only said fifth string and selectively movable
along said neck while in engagement only with said fifth
string.

3. In combination, a five string banjo, a first capo po-
sitioned outwardly of the outer end of the fifth string
and in engagement with the other four strings, a second
capo, said second capo including a continuous element
extending around the neck of said banjo and under and
spaced from said four strings and over and in engage-
ment with only said fifth string and selectively movable
along said neck while in engagement only with said fifth
string, said continuous element having a pair of ends
and a fastener detachably connecting together said pair
of ends.

4. In combination, a five string banjo, a first capo po-
sitioned outwardly of the outer end of the fifth string and
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in engagement with the other four strings, a second capo,
said second capo including a continuous elastic element
extending around the neck of said banjo and under
said four strings and over said fifth string, said continu-
ous element having a pair of ends and a fastener detach-
ably connecting together said pair of ends, said elastic
element being stretched when positioned around the neck
of said banjo whereby the thickness of said elastic ele-
ment is reduced from its normal unstretched condition
to space it from said other four strings.

5. The structure of claim 4 wherein said continuous
element is in the form of a strap and is provided with an
adjustable fastening means for detachably connecting to-
gether said pair of ends to provide for varying the length
of said element.
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