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My invention relates to improvements in car 
riers for knitting needles and the like and it has 
for one of its primary objects to provide a device 
for this purpose which provides a very conven 
ient means for storing a large number of knit 
ting needles in such a manner as to keep them 
straight and usable, while at the same time leav 
ing them open to view so that they may be read 
ily kept arranged in “sets' and readily removed 
or replaced. 
The invention furthermore contemplates a de 

vice of this kind which is very light in weight, 
is capable of carrying or storing a very large num 
ber of needles or similar articles in proportion to 
size, and which, at the same time is of Such size 
and proportions that it may be easily carried 
in a woman's handbag. 
A further object is to provide a knitting needle 

carrier or the 1ke which is particularly adapted 
to quantity production from a wide variety of 
materials, without necessitating any complicated 
manufacturing process, thus enabling the device 
to be produced and sold for a very low price. 
More specifically, it is an object of the inven 

tion to provide novel securing means involving 
portions individual to the respective needles car 
ried by the device so that the removal of , one 
needle or the like Will not tend to reduce the re 
taining pressure on adjacent needles. 
The foregoing and other objects of the inven 

tion are attained by certain novel features of 
construction, combination and arrangement of 
the various parts of the preferred examples of 
my inventive concept which are illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating one form 
of the invention; - 

Fig. 1a is a side elevational view of the device 
disclosed in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional 
view taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2, and show 
ing the needles Securing means; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view disclosing a modi 
fied form of the invention; 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the device 
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illustrated in Fig. 4, but showing a modified form - 
of needle point engaging stop at one end of the 
panel-like body; - 

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view through the 
device taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 4; 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 are fragmentary cross sec 
tional views through modified form of panel-like 
bodies which may be employed. 
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Referring specifically to the drawings, by ref 

erence characters, it being observed that similar 
reference characters have been used to designate 
the same parts throughout the several views, nu 
meral i, in the Figs. 1-3 form of the invention, 
designates an elongated panel-like body which 
is lineally corrugated throughout its length to 
provide opposite surfaces with needle receiving 
grooves 2. 
As illustrated, the needle-receiving grooves 2 

are V-shaped in cross section and have an ef 
fective depth which is preferably less than the 
diameter of the needles 3, it being noted that 
the grooves at one side of the panel are off 
set with respect to the grooves 2 at the oppo 
site side. Thus, when the needles 3 are pro 
vided with heads 3d, at One end, the heads of 
needies in adjacent grooves on opposite sides of 
the device will not tend, through engagement 
with one another, to unseat the needle shanks 
from their grooves 2. 
The panel-like body i? may be made of a Wal 

riety of materials, Such as metals, plastic, glass, 
or even wood, and, of course, the manufactur 
ing process may be a rolling process, a Stamping 
process, or may involve milling or cutting. Any 
of the aforenoted processes can be availed of in 
the production of the lineally corrugated body . 
By lineally corrugating the body i? to provide 

the grooves 2, it will be apparent that the body 
may be made quite light and thin and still 

have the requisite thickness to prevent bending 
which would produce distortion of the Shanks of 
the needles 3. 
The form of device illustrated in Figs. 1-3, in 

clusive, is particularly adapted for needles having 
heads 3d in that it is free of any abutment at 
each end, the heads 3a being adapted to engage 
the adjacent end of the panel like body to 
limit movement of the needles in one direction. 
In carrying out the invention as illustrated in 

Figs. 1-3, inclusive, I provide an individual needle 
retaining finger arranged in opposition to each 
of the grooves 2 and preferably normally dipping 
slightly thereinto as illustrated at it in Fig. 2. 
The needle engaging fingers l are preferably 
made of rubber, although they may be made of 
felt or in fact any springy yielding material, 
and Fig. 3 illustrates such fingers as being dis 
posed perpendicularly to the associated groove 2 
and preferably dipping slightly thereinto. Such 
fingers have their rear ends 4d (which, by the 
Way, may take the form of a carrier or backing 
Strip from which the fingers are cut), received 
in a lineal groove provided at the inner face of 
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a relatively stiff transversely disposed holder 5. 
The holder 5, while preferably made of metal, 

may be made of other materials, and has its ends 
turned inwardly as at 6 to close the ends of the 
finger-receiving groove which is defined by the 
inturned portions of the holder member sides 
5b, which are carried by the right angularly bent 

side portions 5a-all as illustrated in Fig. 3. 
The terminals Sa of the ends 6 of the finger 

holder S. are, in One instance, bent in Wardly as 
at 6a, and riveted or otherwise secured to the 
inner wall surfaces of the outermost grooves 2. 
In the other instance, namely, the holder 5 at 
the back of the panel-like body if, as viewed in 
Fig. 1, the ends 6b of the walls 6 are bent out 
Wardly and are secured to the outer Surfaces of 
the groove providing walls which carry the at 
taching portions 8a of the first mentioned finger 
holder 5. 

Rivets, pins or the like may be availed of 
for securing the holders to the panel like body 
and it will be obvious that said finger holders 
5, in addition to carrying the fingers 4, also 
provide transverse stiffening for the panel like 
body if, so that same may be made extremely 
thin and still have the requisite Stiffness to pre 
vent, transverse bending. 
Turning to the retained rear ends fia of the 

flexible needle engaging fingers 4 it will be noted 
that they preferably abut the inner Surface of 
the needle holder 5. It is also to be borne in 
mind that the Spacement of the Walls 5b of the 
finger receiving groove is less than the thickness 
of the fingers 4 so that the latter will be effi 
ciently camped in place and will not be likely to 
become detached in service. Nevertheless, it will 
be appreciated that the arrangement mentioned 
lends itself to ready replacement of the fingers. 

3, 4d as occasion may require. 
Fig. 3 illustrates how the fingers 4 Will bend 

as a needle 3 is inserted in the related groove 
and passed beneath the needle. Obviously, a 
very fine friction retaining action is had SO aS. 
to obviate likelihood of the loss of a needle. 
Turning now to the fern of invention which 

is illustrated in Figs. 4, 5 and 6, the panel like 
body i8 is the same as that illustrated at ini 
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Fig. 1, and has the V-shaped grooves 9 for re. 
ceiving the needles 2, which in the present in 
stance are illustrated as pointed at each end as 
indicated by reference character 20a. 

Here, the panel like body 8 is shown as carry 
ing at one end an abutment 2 in the form of the 
rectangular block having in its inner Side, holes 
22 aligned with each of the grooves 9 and 
adapted to receive and protect the pointed ends 
20a of the needles. The block 2 may be secured 
to the panel like body f8 in any preferred man 
ner, as for instance by cutting a Zig-Zag groove 
in the hole provided surface for receiving the 
adjacent end of the panel like body B. Of course 
various other ways of attaching the abutment. 
block 2 to the body 8 may be availed of. 
The Figs. 4-6 form of the invention differs. 

from that illustrated in Fig. 1, in another par 
ticular, namely, in the form of needle retaining. 
means enployed. 

Instead of the perpendicularly disposed rubber 
or other flexible fingers 4 illustrated in Fig. 1, 
I employ in this second form of the invention, 
elongated compoundedly curved fingers 26 indi 
vidual to each of the grooves 9 and extending 
lengthwise thereof. The free ends of the fingers 
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4 
may be readily lifted to facilitate withdrawal of 
a needle 2 from the associated groove 9. 
In carrying out the invention as illustrated in 

Figs. 4-6, inclusive, I provide the rear ends of the 
fingers 26 with a transverse carrier strip 24. 
This strip 24 is of relatively stiff material and is 
preferable integral with the fingers 26. As in the 
case of the finger holder 5 of Fig. 1, the strip 
24 provides transverse reinforcement for the 
panel like body. 
The finger carrying and panel-like body rein 

forcing strip 24 has its ends bent in Wardly as at 
24a, and in the case of the strip 24 in the fore 
ground in Fig. 4, its terminals 24b are bent in 
wardly at an angle and are secured to the inner 
surfaces of the outer walls of the Outermost 
grooves 9 by means of rivets 25 or the like. 

However, in the case of the finger carrying 
strip 24, at the back of the device, as viewed in 
Fig. 4, the end walls 24d of said strip have their 
terminals bent outwardly as at 2&c, and are se 
cured to the outer surfaces of the same walls 
which carry the attaching terminals 24b of the 
companion finger carrying Strip. 24. 

Fig. 5 is the same in all respects as Fig. 4, 
except that instead of employing a needle abut 
ment block 2, having apertures, I employ a 
block 27 having its inner longitudinal surface 
rabbeted as at 27 a to provide inwardly slanting 
recesses at opposite sides of the panel 8 for re 
ceiving and protecting the points of the needles 
2. The block 27 may be secured to the panel 8 
in any preferred fashion, such as by a zig-zag 
groove, as mentioned in connection with Fig. 4, 
and designated by reference character 23. 
In addition to the needle point protection func 

tion of the block 2 of Fig. 4, and the block 2 
of Fig. 5; it will be appreciated that such blocks 
also serve to prevent transverse bending of the 
panel like body 8. And while on this subject, 
it is very desirable to space the finger carriers 5 
(Fig. 1) and the finger carrier or strip 24 (Fig. 
4), lengthwise of their carrying panels so as to 
provide stiffening means at different points in the 

This enables me 
to make the panels of lighter material than would 
otherwise be practical and still afford requisite 
protection for the needles or similar articles car 
ried thereby. 
From the foregoing description, taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, it will 
be readily appreciated that I have provided a 
very light, compact and efficient device for car 
rying knitting needles. Although knitting nee 
dles have been particularly referred to, it is 
Within the Scope of the invention to carry any 
analogous or similar articles. 
The form of panel employed may be varied 

considerably, For instance, in Fig. 7, I disclose 
a panel wherein the groove-providing corrugation 
takes the form of a series of curves, so as to pro 
vide grooves 28a from a panel 28, which will be 
curved. Thus, if the device is made of metal, 
there is no chance of Sharp points imarring the 
surface of a table. 

In Fig. 8, the grooves 29a, formed from the 
panel 29, are square or rectangular in cross Sec 
tion, and, of course, there will be flat surfaces for 
engagement with the table or other supporting 
Surface, so that the device will have the same 
advantage as mentioned in connection with Fig. 7. 
In Fig. 9, the panel-like body 30 is not strictly 

corrugated and lends itself especially to molding. 
from plastic in the provision of a carrier body 

26 are turned upwardly as at 26a so that they 75 having needle-receiving grooves 30a. Of course, 
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all of the panel-like bodies may be made of plas 
tic and, in fact, of the various materials men 
tioned in the earlier portion of this specification. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim is: - 

1. A holder for knitting needles or the like 
Comprising a panel like body having lineally ex 
tending grooves on opposite sides, individual re 
taining means for needles or the like carried in 
Said grooves, transversely disposed body stiffen 
ing members at opposite sides of said body and 
offset laterally of one another and secured to 
Said body at least at the sides thereof, and said 
body stiffening members carrying said needle re 
taining means. 

2. A holder for knitting needles or the like 
Comprising a preferably elongated body having a 
plurality of adjacent lineally extending needle 
receiving surface grooves, an individual yielding 
needle-retaining means overlying each of the 
Several grooves, each of Said individual needle 
retaining means comprising a compressible and 
flexible finger disposed Substantially perpendi 
cular to and in approximate engagement with 
its groove, a transverse stiffening member ex 
tending across said grooves and secured to the 
body at opposite sides thereof and providing a 
carrier for said needle-retaining fingers, said 
combined carrier and stiffening member hav 
ing an inner Surface groove rather narrower than 
the thickness of Said fingers and receiving the 
Same, whereby the side walls of said groove com 
preSS the fingers and retain same in place. 

3. A holder for knitting needles or the like 
comprising an elongated panel-like body, said 
body having lineally extending needle-receiving 
grooves in opposite sides thereof, the grooves in 
One Surface of the body being staggered with re 
Spect to the grooves in the opposite Surface there 
of, transversely extending needle-retaining 
means disposed at each side of said body, said 
needle-retaining means having yielding needle 
engaging portions, and a stiffening abutment car 
ried at one end of said panel-like body and hav 
ing portions extending outwardly to close the 
proximate ends of Said grooves, and serve as an 
abutment and stop for the needles. 

4. A holder for knitting needles or the like 
comprising a relatively thin panel-like body hav 
ing lineally extending needle-receiving surface 
grooves in opposite sides thereof, yielding finger 
like needle-retaining members individual to each 
of the grooves, a rigid carrier for said fingers, 
Securing means for said carrier engaged with 
Said body at the side edges thereof, and said 
needle-retaining fingers comprising resilient flex 
ible members disposed substantially perpendicu 
larly to the associated needie-receiving groove, 
and said carrier comprising a transversely dis 
posed body having a lineal inner Surface groove 
receiving the rear ends of Said fingers, the width 
of Said groove being narrower than the thickness 
of Said fingers Whereby to fixedly retain the same 
in place, and means at the ends of said carrier 
and Secured to the Side edges of said panel-like 
body whereby to retain the body and carrier 
assembled. 

5. A display holder for knitting needles or the 
like and adapted to support and expose the same 
throughout substantially their entire lengths, 
said holder comprising an elongated flexible body 
of thin stock having at opposite sides laterally 
spaced lineally extending stiffening ribs provid 
ing needle-receiving grooves therebetween and 
extending throughout the length of the body, the 
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grooves and ribs at one side being offset with 
respect to the grooves and ribs at the other side 
whereby to allow space to accommodate needle 
heads at one end of the body without bringing 
same into engagement to thereby distort the 
flexible needles, a transversely extending stiffen 
ing brace extending across the body at each Sur 
face whereby to prevent bending of the body 
along the line of said grooves, and needle-re 
taining portions incorporated in each stiffening 
brace and extending into the respective grooves. 

6. A display holder for knitting needles or 
the like and adapted to Support and expose the 
Same throughout Substantially their entire 
lengths, Said holder comprising an elongated 
flexible body of thin stock having at opposite 
sides laterally spaced lineally extending stiffen 
ing ribs providing needle-receiving grooves there 
between and extending throughout the length of 
the body, the grooves and ribs at one side be 
ing offset With respect to the grooves and ribs 
at the other side whereby to allow space to ac 
commodate needle heads at one end of the body 
Without bringing Same into engagement to there 
by distort the flexible needles, a body stiffen 
ing member secured to said body at one end and 
coextensive in width with same, said member 
having portions closing the ends of said needle 
receiving grooves whereby to provide stops for 
adjacent needle ends, and yieldable body-carried 
needle retaining means disposed transversely of 
the body at opposite sides thereof whereby to 
retain the needles in Said grooves. 

7. A display holder for knitting needles or the 
like and adapted to Support and expose the same 
throughout Substantially their entire lengths, 
Said holder comprising an elongated body of 
thin Stock having lineally extending stiffening 
ridges projecting from at least one surface, said 
ridges being laterally spaced to provide needle 
receiving Surface grooves in at least one surface 
of Said body, a transverse stiffening brace se 
cured at least at its ends to opposite sides of the 
body, yielding needle-retaining means carried 
by Said transverse brace and urged into contact 
With the needles or the like in the respective 
grooves, a transverse abutment providing a re 
ceiving recess into which one end of the body 
is insertable whereby to stiffen same and pro 
vide an abutment closing the adjacent ends of 
Said grooves, said body providing lineally ex 
tending ridges and grooves at opposite sides, the 
respective ridges and grooves at one side being 
staggered with respect to those at the opposite 
Side and there being a transverse stiffening brace 
at opposite sides of the body with needle-retain 
ing means carried by each, said stiffening braces 
being offset with respect to each other, and said 
body-receiving abutment projecting beyond each 
side of the body to close the ends of each set 
of grooves. 

RICHARD H. KENAH. 
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