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(57) Abstract: This surface-coated cutting tool comprises a tool base body and a hard coating layer provided on the surtace of the
tool base body. The hard coating layer includes a composite nitride layer or a composite carbonitride layer indicated by composition
formula (Ti1<AL)C,Nyy). The average content ratio (Xa) of the Al and the average content ratio (Y avg) (Xavg and Yayg both being
atomic ratios) of C in the composite nitride layer or the composite carbonitride layer fulfil 0.60 < X ;< 0.95 and 0 < Y, < 0.005.
The composite nitride layer or the composite carbonitride layer includes crystal grains having a cubic structure. The Ti and Al com -
position inside the crystal grains having the cubic structure periodically changes along the normal direction of the surface of the tool
base body.
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