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To all whom it may concern.: 
i Beit known that I, JAMES K. OTIS, of East 
Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have inwented am Improved 
Slate-and-Book Rack, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawing making 
part of this specification, im which– 

Figure 1 is a perspective viewillustrating my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a section. 
The object of my present invention is to pro 

vide, for Schools, churches, public buildings, &c., 
a simple and convenientrackim which to deposit 
slates and books when not required for use; and 
consists in a pair of cross-bars Secured to the 
front, back, or side of a desk, pew, settee, or 
other piece of furniture, the upper ends of the 
cross-bars being provided with friction-rollers 
and the lowerends with elastic cushions, where 
by the operation of entering or removing the 
book is greatly facilitated, and the noise inci 
dent to the use of Iracksas heretofore constructed 
is entirely avoided. 
To enable others skilled in the art to under 

stand and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the manner in Which I have carried it 
Out. 
In the said drawing, A represents the back of 

a pew or the side of a School-desk, into which 
the ends of two cross-bars orrods, B, C, are se 
cured, each bar being bent near its ends So as 
to form horizontal shoulders orportions a a bb, 
upon the upper portions a, a of which loosely 
turn friction-rollers c c, for while the lower por. 
tions b bare provided with elastic cushions d d, 

| the fiction-rollers Serving to assistor facilitate 
in the removal from or entrance of the book or 
slate within the Irack, and the elastic cushions 
serving to break the fall of the book or slate, 
thus prewenting the noise ordinarily experienced 
in using racks as heretofore constructed. The 
bars B C are each struck up or provided with a 
* gain”ata point between its center anditslower 
end, by which means the placewhere they cross 
each other, and their relative position to the back 
or side of the deskorpew, is regulated in a ready 
manner, the two bars, when the gains are fitted 
orlocked together, lying fush or in the same 
plane. 
A rack Constructed as abowe described is not 

only compact, but may be applied at a Very 
trifling expense, and may occupy any position 
where convenience Would Suggest, the book or 
slate peing close at hand When required. Itis 
evident that my improved rack may be applied 
to settees and chairs orother pieces of furniture 
for Schools, churches, private or public build 
ings, without departing from the spirit of my in 
Vention. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is– w 
The cross-bars B, C, with their friction-rollers 

c c and elastic cushions dd, substantiallyas and 
for the purpose described. 
Witness my hand this 19th day of June, A. D. 

1871. 
| JAMES K. OTS. 
Witnesses: 

N. W. STEARNS, 
W. J. CAMBRIDGE. 

  


