
No. 809,058. PATENTED JAN, 2, 1906, 
L. H. HINAMAN. 

MAIL POUCH FASTENER, 
APPLICATION FILED JUNE 24, 1905, 

2 SHEETS-SHEE, 

N 

INVENTOR, WITNESSES: 400//S M/. Av/M/1/17/f/4. 

2-(2-4- BY 
AT TORNEYS 

  

  



No. 809,058. PATENTED JAN, 2, 1906, 
L. H. HINAMAN, 

MAIL, POUCH FASTENER, 
APPLICATION FILED JUNE 24, 1905, 

2. SHEETS-SHEET 2. 
Zza. 7. 

A. g 

1. 

INVENTOR . 
"T - 1. OCM/S //, /7///21/7/7/2 

0.4, Wa 2-0-7 9%uava 
ATTORNEYS   



5 

O 

25 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
LOUIS H. HINAMAN, OF PORT JERWIS, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF THREE 

FOURTHS TO TITUS HINAMAN, OF KELLAM, PENNSYLVANIA. 
MAIL-FOUCH FASTENER 

No. 809,058. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 2, 1906. 
Application filed June 24, 1905, Serial No. 266,844, 

To all, Luhon, it 7ay conce77. 
Beit known that I, LOUIS H. HINAMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Port Jervis, in the county of Orange and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Pouch 
Fasteners, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention is an improvement in mail 

pouch fasteners; and it consists in certain 
novel constructions and combinations of 
parts hereinafter described and claimed. 

Referring to the drawings forming a part 
hereof, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a 
mail-pouch provided with my improved fas 
tener. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the flap. Fig. 
3is alongitudinal vertical section through one 
of the locks. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the 
locks with the top plates removed, showing 
the locking-bolts in engagement with the 
staples. Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the 
locking-bolts out of engagement with the 
staples. Fig. 6 is a plan view of the lower 
face of a top plate provided with means for 
locking the locking-bolt, and Fig. 7 is a per 
spective view of the key. 

In the practical application of my inven 
tion I provide a mail-pouch. A of ordinary 
construction having upon one side of the 
open end thereof a series of transverse sta 
ples a, and upon the other side of the open 
end a series of slots a, adapted to receive the 
staples. Secured to the side of the pouch 
provided with the staples is a flap B, pro 

35 

45 

vided with slots b for receiving the staples 
and with a longitudinal opening b' there 
through adjacent the ends of the staples for 
a purpose to be hereinafter described. 
A lock C is provided for each of the sta 

ples, comprising in the present instance a cas 
ing composed of two plates, the lowerplate c, 
secured to the flap and having a slot c' regis 
tering with the slot in the flap, and an open 
ing cregistering with the longitudinal open 
ing in the flap. The top plate c', having a 
flange resting upon the lower plate and se 
cured thereto by rivets or screws c, is pro 
vided with a recess to receive the end of the 
staple. 

locking-bolt c, having the general shape 
shown in Fig. 5 and provided with a slot cy, 
engaging aflange cY on the lower plate, is pro 
E. for engaging the staple, a recess c be: 
ing provided therein for receiving the side of 

the staple. A spring-latch is pivoted to the 
lower plate and is provided with a lug c for 
engaging a lug c' on the bolt to hold the bolt 
either in its locked or unlocked position, a 
spring c' normally maintaining the latch in 
engagement with the bolt. Within a recess 
c" on the upper face of the locking-bolt is a 
lever c', having an arm c' extending over 
the opening c, the opposite end being provided 
with a cam c', engaging a cam-surface c on 
the latch for actuating the same. A strap D, 
arranged in the longitudinal opening b' of the 
flap, is provided with lugs d for engaging the 
extended arm of the lever c, a perforation d? 
being provided through the end of the strap, 
the pouch, and the flap and adapted to be 
engaged by a lock d" to prevent movement of 
the strap with relation to the flap. A ring di 
is provided on the end of the strap for con 
venience in manipulating the same. 

It will be understood that the above de 
Scription applies to each of the locks, the 
strap engaging the actuating-lever in each 
lock, whereby a pull on the strap simultane 
ously locks or releases all of the staples. 

If desired, the lock d may be dispensed 
with, in which case I provide mechanism in 
one of the end locks for securing the locking 
bolt thereof in its locked position. This 
mechanism comprises in the present instance 
a lever E, pivoted to the upper plate and pro 
vided with a luge for engaging behind the 
locking-bolt and a forwardly-extending arm 
e', adapted to be engaged by a key e, intro 
duced through a keyhole e in the plate, the 
spring enormally retaining the lugin its out 
ward position. When the key is rotated one 
half round, the lug will be thrown out of con 
tact with the locking-bolt, allowing free 
movement of the same in either direction. 
When the strap is pulled to unlock the sta 
ples and the key is removed from the lock, a 
pull on the strap to lock the staples allows 
the lug to engage behind the locking-bolt to 
prevent unlocking of the same until the lug 
is again moved out of place with the key. It 
will be evident that with one of the locking 
bolts locked all are locked, since they must 
move simultaneously. 

In operation the flap is drawn down upon 
the staples and the strap is pulled to the left, 
thus moving all of the locking-bolts into en 
gagement with the respective staples. The 
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strap may be secured by a padlock, or the 
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bolt of the end lock may be locked by a key, 
as desired. To open the pouch, it is neces 
sary simply to remove the padlock or to un 
lock the end lock, when a pull on the strap 
of the latch releases all of the staples simulta neously. 

It will be evident from the description that 
my improved fastener, while simple in con 
struction, is efficient and easily operated. 

If desired, the upper plate may be provided 
with an opening, allowing the staple to pro 
ject therethrough. When not so provided 
for, the parts are entirely protected from 
dust or dirt. Since all the locking mechan 
ism is covered in, there is little liability to in 
jury, nor is it liable to get out of order. 
My improvement may be applied to exist 

ing mail-pouches, it being necessary only in 
this case to provide a new flap or to provide 
an old flap with the openings for the strap. 
The appearance of the pouch will be but little 
changed, and the natural method pursued in 
opening the old style of pouch—that is, pull 
ing the strap from the staples-will result in 
opening a pouch provided with my improve 
ment. A pouch provided with the improve 
ment may be opened and closed in a very 
short space of time, much shorter than with 
the old style of pouch, where it is necessary 
to thread the strap through the staples. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A mail-pouch comprising an open sack 
having one of the sides of its open end pro 
vided with a transverse series of staples, and 
the opposite side provided with a transverse 
series of slots for receiving the staples, a fla. 
secured to the first side and provided WER 
transverse slots to receive the staples and 
with a longitudinal opening therethrough ad 
jacent to the staples, a series of locks for the 
staples, comprising each a plate secured to 
the flap and provided with an opening regis 
tering with the slot in the flap and with an 
opening registering with the longitudinal 
opening in the flap, a locking-bolt slidably 
mounted on the plate and adapted to engage 
a staple, a lug on the bolt, a latch pivoted to 
the plate and provided with a lug engaging 
with the lug on the bolt, a spring for nor 
mally maintaining the latch in engagement 
with the bolt, a lever pivoted to the plate 
for actuating the locking-bolt, a cam on the 
lever for actuating the latch to release the 
bolt, an arm on the lever extending over the 
opening in the plate, a second plate inclosing 
the lock, a lever Pyat to the second plate 
and provided with a lug for engaging the slid 
ing bolt, means whereby the lever may be ac 
tuated to release the lug from the locking 
bolt, means for simultaneously actuating the 
series of locks comprising a flexible strap in 
the longitudinal opening in the ER 
the strap for engaging the arms oft 
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809,058 

and a lock traversing the ends of the strap 
and the pouch for preventing movement of 
the strap. 

2. The combination with a mail-pouch pro 
vided with a transverse series of staples, and 
a flap having openings to receive the staples, 
locks for the staples comprising each a casing 
having an opening to receive the staples, a 
locking-bolt in the casing for engaging the 
staple, a latch for locking the bolt in position, 
a lever for actuating the bolt, a cam on the 
lever for releasing the latch, a lever pivoted 
within the casing, a lug on the lever for en 
gaging the bolt to retain it in its locked posi 
tion, means for releasing the lug, a strap 
within the flap and provided with lugs for en 
gaging the ends of the actuating-levers where 
by the bolts may be actuated simultaneously, 
and means for preventing movement of the 
strap. 

3. The combination with a mail-pouch pro 
vided with a transverse series of staples, and 
a flap having openings to receive the staples, 
of locks for the staples comprising each a cas 
ing having an opening to receive the staple, 
a locking-bolt within the casing for engaging 
the staple, a latch for locking the bolt in posi 
tion, a lever for actuating the locking-bolt, 
a cam on the lever for releasing the latch, and 
a strap within the flap and provided with lugs 
for engaging the actuating-levers whereby 
the locking-bolts may be actuated simul 
taneously. 

4. The combination with a mail-pouch pro 
vided with a transverse series of staples and 
a flap having openings to receive the staples, 
of locks for the staples comprising each a cas 
ing having an opening to receive the staples, 
a locking-bolt within the casing for engaging 
the staples, a latch for locking the bolt in po 
sition, a lever for actuating the bolt, means 
on the lever for releasing the latch, means 
within the flap for engaging the actuating 
levers to simultaneously actuate the locking 
bolts, means within the casing of one of the locks for retaining the locking-bolt in its 
locked position, and means for releasing said 
retaining means. 

5. The combination of a mail-pouch pro 
vided with a transverse series of staples and 
a flap having openings to receive the staples, 
of a series of locks for the staples each com 
prising a casing having an opening to receive 
the staple, means within the casing for en 
gaging the staple to lock the same, means 
within the casing for retaining said engaging 
means in position, means within the casing 
for actuating the locking means and for si 
multaneously releasing the retaining means, 
and a single means engaging the actuating 
means of each of the series for simultaneously 
actuating the locking means. 

6. The combination with a mail-pouch pro 
yided with a series of staples and a flap hav 

elevers, ing openings to receive the staples, of a series 
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of locks for the staples, comprising each a 
casing having an opening to receive the 
staple, means within the casing for engaging 
the adjacent staple, means for retaining the 
engaging means in position, means for actu 
ating said engaging means and for simultane 
ously releasing the retaining means, and a 
single means engaging each of the actuating 
means of the series of locks for simultane 
ously actuating the staple-engaging means. 

7. The combination with a mail-pouchpro 
vided with a transverse series of staples, and 
a flap having openings to receive the staples, 

3. 

of a series of locks for the staples, comprising 
a casing having an Ring to receive the 15 
staple, means within the casing for engaging 
the staples to lock the same, means for re 
taining the locking means in position and 
single means for simultaneously actuating 
each of the staple-engaging means, and for re- 20 
leasing the retaining means. 

LOUIS H. HINAMAN. 
Witnesses: 

B. B. CHORE, 
W. W. BosTREE. 

  


