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UNITED STATES 

1,542,299 

PATENT OFFICE. 
MAX BASAIT, OF DIRESIDEN, GERMANY, ASSIGNOR TO AKTIEBOLAGET ARS., OF STOCK 

HOLM, swedEN, A CORPORATION, 
ROTARY STAGE. 

Application filed December 24, 1921. Serial No. 524,635. 
To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MAx HAsAIT, a citi 

Zen of Germany, residing at Furstenstrasse 
1, Dresden, Germany, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in or Relat 
ing to Rotary Stages, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
As is well known, the usual rotary stages 

consist of a plate occupying about the whole 
stage and adapted to be rotated about an 
axis stationary in relation to the stage house. 
Such rotary stages may be used for the 
mounting of several, for instance three or 
four, sceneries, representing inner rooms or 
minor landscapes and permitting rapid 
changes of scenery. The latter advantage 
will however be lost, if the number of 
sceneries is greater or if the scenery com 
prises a more extensive landscape, particu 
larly such one represented by a rounded 
back-scene, or a room occupying the whole 
stage. In order to effect a rapid change of 
scenery also in such cases so-called displace 
able stages or stage carriages have been pro 
posed instead of the rotary stages, each of 
said stage carriages supporting a single com 
plete scenery and adapted to be exchanged 
for another stage carriage by being dis 
placed sideways. Also in this case, however, 
the number of sceneries mounted simultane 
ously is limited by the local circumstances 
of the stage house which is capable of con 
taining only a minor number of stage car 
riages. 
The object of this invention is to prevent. 

the abovenamed inconveniences by making 
the rotary stage displaceable sideways thus 
rendering it capable of being exchanged for 
another similar rotary stage or nonrotary 
stage part. By this the number of sceneries 
mounted simultaneously will be multiplied, 
because of each rotary stage supporting sev 
eral sceneries, and besides a room mounted 
in front of the scene-opening can be rapidly 
removed by displacing the rotary stage and 
inserting instead thereof a stage part sup 
porting an extensive landscape or another 
greater room. 
According to the invention the rotary 

stage may be displaced horizontally or ver 
tically or in both directions successively. 
The horizontal movement may be effected by 

cally shown. 

riage adapted to be moved from the main 
stage to a side stage or a rear stage. To 
effect the vertical movement the rotary 
stage may be connected with a hoisting ap 
pliance by means of which the stage may be 
raised and lowered. To effect the double 
movement the carriage supporting the ro 
tary stage is lowered by the aid of an eleva 
tor into the space below the main stage and 
moved sideways in any direction. 
The opening in the main stage caused by 

the displacement of the rotary stage may be 
closed by another similar rotary stage, a 
stage carriage, a stage part movable side 
ways or stage parts movable up and down 
and consisting of one or more portions in 
dependent of one another. On said stage 
carriages, stage parts etc. the stationary and 
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movable sceneries representing extensive 
landscapes, large rooms and the like are 
suitably mounted. 

It has also been proposed, in order to ef 
fect a rapid change of scenery, to dispose in 
the theatre several rotary stages supporting 
stationary and movable sceneries etc. and 
each representing a scene. Such rotary 
stages are movable sideways and backwards 
in order to allow variation of the size of the 
scene. Between such rotary stages of course 
a considerable part of the main stage has 
to remain unoccupied, and if sceneries 
should be placed on this part of the stage 
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they would not move upon changing the 
scene by rotating the rotary stages. On ac 
count thereof hindering restrictions in the 
scene arrangement will be caused. The ro 
tary stage constructed according to the pres 
ent invention differs from such rotary stages 
in that it consists of a single plate occupy 
ing about the whole stage, allowing a quite 
unrestricted arrangement of the sceneries, 
because of all the objects placed on the stage 
moving upon the rotation of the same. 

In the annexed drawings one form of em 
bodiment of the invention is diagrammati 

Fig. 1 is a horizontal section of the stage 
building above the stage floor. Fig. 1 is a 
horizontal view showing the rail arrange 
ment according to Fig. 1. Fig. 2 shows a 
section of the lower machinery compartment 
taken parallelly to the proScenium opening. 
Fig. 3 is a section at right angles to the pro 
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Scenium) opening and Fig. 4 a section along 
the line a-i of Fig. 3. 
The system according to the invention is 

shown in Fig. 1. The carriage A is located 
at the proscenium opening 1 in the cential 
compatient of the stage, the carriage B in 
the right hand compartment or side stage E, 
and the carriage C in the left hand side stage 
F, while no carriage occupies the back stage 
D.. If now a scene shifting be desired, the 
carriage A is moved into the back stage D., 
and the carriage B is moved out of the side 
stage E to the compartment D. If a fur 
ther scene shifting be desired, the carriage 
B is moved back into the right hand side 
stage E, and the carriage C is noved to the 
coin partment D at the proscenium opening 
1. A rotary stage may be arranged within 
each carriage. Said stage consisting of a 
drum-shaped body 2, Fig. 2, running by 
means of rollers 3 on a circular rail 4. The 
d'un-shaped body 2 carries a circular plat 
form H rotating with the body 2. The said 
l'otary stage is located within a carriage con 
sisting of four standards 5 of frame-work 
rigidly connected to one another and carry 
ing by means of rotary forks rollers 6 
which run on rails 10. The foll' framework 
standal'ds 5 form a casing carrying at the 
top the stage floor G, which is located about 
the rotary stage, Fig. 2, said floor G being 
noved together with the carriage. 
iFig. 18 shows the rail device on which the 

carriages according to Fig. 1 run. At the 
crossing points circular turn-plates S are lo 
cated carrying short rail pieces 9, said plates 
with the rail pieces being turned in any con 
venient known manner according to the de 
sired direction of novement of the carriages, 
the forks 7 with the roller's 6 being turned 
simultaneously, said plates being adjusted 
according to Fig. 1 for moving the car 
riage A into the back stage D. 
The carriages may also be lowered and 

then another carriage moved into the space 
previously occupied by the lowered carriage. 
To that end a movable support 11, Fig. 2, is 
provided consisting of frame-work and slid 
ing by means of guides 12 on the standards 
27, known lifting devices, such as hydraulic 
or electric motors, plungers or the like be 
ing used. Placed on the said support 11 are 
rails 13 and four turning plates S having 
short rail pieces 9 constructed in accordance 
with the turning plates and rails as in Fig. 
1. In all of the compartments located at 
the sides of the movable support 11 and also 
in the compartments in front of and at the 
back of said support rails 14 are arranged 
providing for moving the carriages in the 
lower compartment in the same way as is 
the case in the level of the stage floor. 

If the support 11 be lowered, as shown in 
the lower parts of Figs. 2 and 3, the rails 10 
at the stage floor must again be connected. 
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To that end the rails 10, Fig. 2, for running 
h;ckward and forward are connected to 
blocks 15 carried by supports 16 rotatably 
Jounted in bearings 17 and moved and held 
in position by curved racks 1S meshing with 
gear wheels having cranks 19. If the cranks 
he turned, the supports 16 with the rails 1() 
will be moved to the position 20 shown by 
dotted lines. 
The fore and rear rails 1 (), Figs, 2 and 

3, with the turning plates S are also placed 
on slipports, 21 Secured to ever's 22, which 
are journaled in bearings 23 and held hy 
cirved racks 24 meshing with gear wheels 
having cranks 25. In turning the cranks 
5 the leve;'s 22 will be lowered to the posi 

tion 26 shown by dotted lines. If the sup 
port 1 is to be noved upwards to the rail 
device 1(), the rails 1() are swung towards 
the sides and the rails 10 upwards, where 
by the rail device for moving the car 
liages in the level of the stage floor is again 
'estored. 
All carriages may be constructed similar 

to the carriage G. However, carriages may 
ise bilt which have no rotary stages. It is 
apparent from the drawing that a great 
number of carriages with or without rotary 
stages may be used facilitating all sceneries 
belonging to a performance to be erected 
le: cre the connencement of said perform 

ce. The scene shifting is obtained by 
loving the carriages as described, it being 
noted that three or four sceneries may be 
erected on each rotary stage, which are 
brought in front of the proScenii in opening 
by turning the rotary stage. 

Rail devices similar to that shown in Fig. 
1 for moving the carriages in the level of 
the stage floor may be arranged also in the 
lower compartinent and above the stage 
floor. 

Several floors may be erected in the lower 
compartment, in which the carriages may he 

i 

moved, and to that end the movable sup 
port may only be capable of moving into 
the lowermost floor. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

hy. Letters Patent of the United States is:- 
1. A stage system comprising rotary 

stages, means for noving said stages \'n'- 
tically into compartments situated a love 
and below the normal stage floo!', and no: Ins 
for loving the said stages in a direction 
parallel to the stage opening and at right 
angles thereto in each of said con partments. 

2. A stage system ('on prising rotary 
stages arranged on carriages, Jeans for 
moving said stages vertically into compart 
Rients situated above and below the normal 
stage floor, and means for moving the said 
stages in a direction parallel to the stage 
opening and at right angles thereto in each 
of said compartments. 

3. A stage system comprising rotary 
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stages arranged into carriages, means for 
moving said stages vertically into compart 
ments situated above and below the normal 
stage floor, and means for moving the said 
stages in a direction parallel to the stage 
opening and at right angles thereto in each 
of said compartments. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

MAX HASAIT. 
Witnesses: 

EMORY H. LoRD, 
JoHN W. BULKLEY. 


