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To all thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD E. REDFIELD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Glendale, Douglas county, State of Oregon, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Gun-Stocks, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, which 
form a part hereof. - 

10 In another application filed January 28, 
1913, Serial No. 744,627, of which this case 
is a division, there is shown and described 

5 
about conveniently. 

an improved firearm developed with especial 
reference to the production of a small 
caliber rifle which is adapted to be carried 
This invention seeks to provide an im 

proved folding skeleton stock which may be 

20 
applied to firearms of any character or size 
but which is especially useful in effecting 
the objects set out above in connection with 
the provision of a compact Small caliber 
rifle. The improved stock is not only piv 
oted to the grip of the firearm so that it may 

25 

30 

be folded against the barrel but its mem 
bers are pivotally connected and so arranged 
that the stock itself folds in the same move ment by which it is turned against the bar 
rel so that it occupies little space and may 
enter the holster with the barrel. Further, 
the supporting pivot pins of the stock are so 
arranged with respect to each other and the 
line of fold of the stock itself that the latter 
passes within the line between the pins and 
the stock is accordingly held in folded posi 
tion automatically and without the use of 
auxiliary retaining devices. The butt plate 
is formed as a single integral piece and when 
the stock is in folded position lies parallel 
and in juxtaposition to the main frame 
members of the stock. This construction 
renders unnecessary the provision of sep 
arate reinforcing members for the butt 
plate, as when the latter itself is composed 
of hinged sections. In the present stock the 
main frame members are preferably secured 
hingedly to the grip by two fixed hinge 
joints thus rendering the construction at 
once more simple and substantial than 
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would be the case were One or both of the 
pivotal supports movable in the grip. 

Reference is now to be had to the accom 
panying drawings for a detailed descrip 
tion of the invention, in which 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a 

firearm which embodies the invention, the folding skeleton stock being shown by full 
lines in its extended position and by broken 
lines in its folded position. Fig. 2 is a frag 
mentary detail view on a somewhat larger 
Scale of a portion of the grip and the stock, 
the grip being broken away to show the 
Spring latch for holding the stock in ex 
tended position. 

In the firearm shown in the drawings the 
barrel a, chambered to receive the cartridge, 
the magazine b, the receiver 6 in which the 
barrel a is detachably secured and the frame 
d, provided in this instance with a pistol 
grip d', may be constructed and arranged 
Substantially as usual. - 

Short barreled, pistol-grip rifles, or rifle 
pistols, of the general type of that shown in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings, are commonly pro 
vided with skeleton stocks for the purpose 
of steadying the pistol in use and insuring 
greater accuracy. Such skeleton stocks, 
themselves of rigid construction, are detach 
ably secured to the pistol-grips or are piv 
oted thereon so that they may be turned 
forward and upward against the barrel. If 
the rigid skeleton stock is detachably con 
nected to the pistol it can be placed along 
side the pistol when detached and so take up 
little room, but time is lost in affixing it to 
the pistol when the pistol is required for im 
mediate use. On the other hand, if the rigid 
skeleton stock is pivoted to the pistol-grip it 
cannot be inserted into the holster with the 
pistol but must lie outside of the same and 
besides being unsightly and liable to injury 
is more or less in the way, making the pistol 
more or less cumbersome to handle. 
The Special purpose of the present inven 

tion has been to construct and arrange the 
skeleton stock in such manner that the diffi 
culties incident to the use of rigid skeleton 
stocks, whether detachable or pivoted, may 
be overcome. To this end the skeleton stock 
has its members pivotally connected so that 
the stock itself may fold into small com 
pass, and is pivotally connected to the pis 
tol-grip in such manner that the stock itself 
folds as it is turned forward and upward 
against the barrel and is extended as it is 
turned downward and rearward into posi 
tion for use. As shown particularly in Figs. 
1 and 2, the skeleton stock consists of three 
separate members did and d. The upper 
member d is L-shaped, having a short arm 
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d", and is fixedly pivoted in a vertical re 
cess d in the pistol-grip d', as at d". The 
lower longitudinal member d is also fixedly 
pivoted in the same recess at its forward 
end, as at di. The rear or butt member di 
is formed as a single integral plate and has 
the two longitudinal membel's pivoted at its 
upper and lower ends, as at d and d9. A 
spring pressed plunger d", mounted in the 
grip-piece d, engages a notch d' at the 
forward extremity of the upper member d? 
So as to retain the stock in operative posi 
tion. It will be noted also that the fixed 
pivot d is outside of a line drawn from the 
pivot d to the point at which the butt mem 
ber d8 touches the fore-end when the stock 
is turned forward and folded, as shown by 
broken lines in Fig. 1, so that in reaching 
this position the pivot do passes slightly be 
yond the center line and the stock is slightly 
sprung or put under stress so that when 
turned forward and folded, as shown in 
Fig. 1, it will remain in that position with 
out the use of special retaining devices until 
it is pulled downward by the user. It will 
be seen that by placing the pivot d of the 
upper member in rear of the pivot ds of 
the lower member, the butt member d is 
sprung against the lower member as the 
stock is turned forward, carrying with it 
the upper member d into parallelism with 
the lower member, and that the short arm d 
of the upper member not only gives the 
stock the desirable width vertically at the 
point of union with the grip but permits the 
stock to be turned up against the barrel. 
From the description above given it will 

be appreciated that the improved stock is 
not only especially suitable to perform its 
function as a stock, by reason of the rigid 
ity secured through the fixed hinged 
joints and the single integral butt plate, but 
that its construction of only three movable 
parts, namely, the two side bars and the butt 
plate, all interconnected by simple pivot 
pins, facilitates its movement from ex 
tended position to folded position and vice 
versa. This facility of convenient operation 
is of prime importance in a device of this 
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character and in that respect alone the pres 
ent stock commends itself to general use. 

I claim as my invention:- 
1. The combination with a firearm having 

a hand grip of a skeleton stock having a 
lower member pivoted to the grip-piece at 
its forward and, an upper member having 
an L-shaped forward end pivoted to the 
grip-piece at its end, and means carried by 
the grip-piece and engaging the L-shaped 
end of the upper member to hold the same 
in fixed position, the members being piv 
otally connected to each other. 

2. The combination with a firearm having 
a hand grip of a skeleton stock having its 
upper and lower members pivoted to the 
grip-piece, an integral rigid butt-piece piv 
otally secured to the rear ends of said upper 
and lower members, and means mounted on 
the grip-piece and engaging detachably one 
of said members to hold the stock in rigid operative position. 

3. The combination with a firearm having 
a hand grip, of a skeleton stock having its 
upper and lower members pivoted to the 
grip-piece at their forward ends, the former 
in rear of the latter and having their rear 
ends pivotally connected to the butt piece, 
the pivot at the forward end of the lower 
member being outside of a line from the 
pivot of the upper member to the point 
where the end of the stock rests when the 
stock is turned forward and folded. 

4. The combination with a firearm having 
a hand grip, of a skeleton stock having its 
upper member formed with a short arm and 
pivoted to the grip-piece at the extremity of 
said short arm, and its lower member piv 
oted at its forward end to the grip-piece at 
a point in front of the pivot of the upper 
member, and having the rear ends of both 
upper and lower members pivoted to the up 
per and lower ends of the butt piece. 
This specification signed and witnessed 

this 2nd day of September, A. D., 1913. 
EDWARD E. REDFIELD. 

Signed in the presence of - 
H. T. ANDERSON, 
E. R. REANIES. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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