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UNTTEDSTATESPATENTOFFICE. 
LOU1SG?SPIES,OFTRENTON,ILLINOIS,ASSIGNOROFONEHALFT0?ENBYMUELLER,OF 

TRENTON,ILLINOIS, 

TONGUE-TRON? 

No.859,140. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented July2,1907, 
Applicationfled March29,1907,8erialNo,366377, 

Toa?70?omö7nay concerm: 
Beitknownthat I,LoUTSG.SPIEs,acitizenofthe 

United States,residingat Trenton,in the county of 
Clintonand State of Illinois,haveinvented newand 
useful Improvements in Tongue-Irons,of which the 
folowingisaspecification? 
Thisinventionrelatesgeneralytoimprovement8in 

Vehicle tongues,and particularly to tongue-irons or 
metalic houndsto which the tongues or polesareat 
tached,one ofthe objects oftheinventionbeingto 
provide a simple,8trong and durable device of this 
character wherein the parts are securely tied and 
bracedand provision madefortheready disconnection 
of8 brokentongue,andanotherobjectisto providean 
improved Construction of hammer-strapand meansfor 
connectingthe Same with theironand double-tree? 
Intheaccompanyingdawingilustratingtheinven 

tion?Figure lisatop plan view ofatongue and the 
improvedtongue-iron?Eig.2isacentrallongitudinal 
Section Ofthesame. - 

Referringtothe drawings,the numerall designates 
the shank of the iron,which may be either Solid Or 
tubular,andis providedwithaSocket2fortherecep 
tion ofatenOn3upOntherearend ofthetongue4?A 
bolt5is provided to fasten thetenon in position in 
Such manner asto readily admit of the removal ofa 
brokenorworn out poleand the Substitution ofanew 
Doletherefor? * 
Formedintegralwiththerearoftheshankarearms 

or hounds 6 which diverge rearwardy and incline 
downwardlyinthe usualmannerandare provided at 
theirrearendswitheyes7forpivotal Connection with 
the frontaxle?Thesearmsare bracedabout midway 
oftheirlength byatransverse brace orstay8,which 
may beintegral with thearms or welded thereto,as 
desired,It wilbeunderstoodthatthearms6 maybe 
eithersolidortubular,asocCasion may demand… 
ArrangedintheV-space betweentherearend ofthe 

shankandthefrontends ofthearmsisa bracepiece9, 
havinga perforation I0 for the downward passage 
therethrough ofthe rearend ofa hammerstrap11, 
shownintheform ofa barorrod Orstout pieceofwire 
of suficientgageandstrength?This strap extendsat > 
an upwardandforwardangle overtherearend ofthe 
shankand hasits’rear end 12 bentatanangletolie 
verticalyand passedthroughthe opening10in the 
brace piece9andthreadedforthereception ofanutl3 

bearingagainst the underside ofthe brace pieceto 
maintaintherearend ofthe strapinapplied position, 
Theforwardendofthestrapiscoiledtoformaneye?4 
engagingthe upperendoftheshankofaPivot bolt15 
upOn whichthe double-treel6is mountedinthe usual 
way,the lowerendofthe bolt being provided witha 
Securingnut17,The bolt passesupwardthroughthe 
shankand double-tree and hasits headarranged to 
bearagainst the eye 14to holdtheforwardend ofthe 
Strapinapplied position. 
The Construction described providesasimple,strong 

and durabletypeoftongue-ironwhichiscomparatively 
light in weight and may be economicaly manufac 
tured,Iffromany causethetongue4 should break, 
Orinthe event ofits becoming unserviceableforany 
Other reason,upon removingthe bolt 58uch tongue 
may be convenienty detachedandanotherapplied 
inits place. Eye818areformedorprovideduponthe 
armS6fortheattachmenttotheiron ofthe usualbrac 
ingstraps 19extendingfrom the ends ofthe double 
tree? - 

Having thus described the invention,what is 
Claimeda8 new,is? 
??A metallic tongue-iron comprising t shank provided 

at its rear with divergingarms,and atits point ofjunc 
tion with Said arms with a Connecting brace piece having 
Qn Opening for the COnneCtion therewith of the real end of 
a hamme1 Strap? 
2?A metallic tongue-iron Comprising a shank provided 

at its rear end with diverging arms,a transverse brace 
Connecting the arms substantially midway of their length, 
and a brace piece arranged at the point ofjunction of 
the 8hank with the arms and providedwith an opening 
forthe passage of the rearend of a hammer strap? 

3. In L Vehicle tongue Connection,the Combination of a 
tongue-iron Comprising a shank having diverging arms at 
the rear end thereof and a brace piece at the point of 
junction with Said arms,a double-tree,a boit passing 
through the shank and pivotally Connecting the double 
treetherewith,8 hammerstrap Comprisinga rod provided 
at its forward end with an eye held by the head of the 
bolt and provided with a rearwardy bent end passing 
downward through Said brace piece,and a nut upon said 
end bearing against the brüce pieCe to hold the said rear 
end of the hammerstrap in Connection therewith? 

In testimony whereof,? afix my signature in presence 
Of tw0 witne88e8? 

DOUT8(??SPIE8? 

WitneSSes: 
FRID MU?LL?R, 
JOHN RODMANN, ? 
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