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To all chon at may concern: 
Be it known that I, HEZEKIAH LATSEAW, 

of McKnightstown, in the county of Adams 
and in the State of Pennsylvania, have invent 
ed certain new and useful Improvementsin Ap 
paratus for Detaching Horses from Wellicles; 
and do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon making a part of this specification. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

peculiar arrangement and construction of the 
devices hereinafter described, for making a de 
tachable trace attachment for shafts of Vehi 
cles. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 
pair of shafts and whiffletree with my appa 
ratus attached. Fig.2 represents a perspective 
view, showing one-half a whiffletree and the 
detaching devices thereon. Fig. 3 represents 
a bottom view of a part of one of the shafts, 
with the devices which secure the breeching 
Strap. 
In the annexed drawing, A represents the 

shafts of a vehicle, which are made in any of 
the usual ways. Brepresents the cross-bar at 
the rear of the shafts, and B the whiffletree, 
which is bolted to the CrOSS-bar in the usual 
manner. Secured to the back side of the Whif. 
fietree are two metallic boxes, a c, which con 
tain the slides e. e. These slides e e are made 
of metal, and have their outer ends bent out 
at right angles to the whiffletree. A pin from 
the box a passes through a slot in each slide, 
so as to allow of their moving only a certain 
distance. The bent ends of the slides are 
provided with slots, as seen at ele'. C C rep 
resent two levers, which are pivoted to the 
ends of the whiffletree, as shown. A suitable 
cockeye is formed on the outer end of each of 
these levers, while their inner ends pass into 
the slots in the bent ends of slides e. e. Two 
springs-one a rubber spring, i, and the other 

a metallic spring, F-press against the levers 
C, to throw their inner ends from the whiffle 
tree when released from the slides e e, to allow 
the traces to slip from the cockeyes. One or 
both of these springs may be used, as pre 
ferred. Straps connect to the inner ends of 
the slides e e, and, passing under staples near 
the center of the whiffletree, unite and pass 
under the dash-board of the vehicle, so as to 
be operated by the driver in case of necessity. 
The shafts are provided with hooks to hold 
the breeching-rings, and these rings are kept 
in the hooks either by means of rubber or 
metal springs. 

It will be seen that, after the strap is drawn to 
the rear, both slides move inward, and that 
the end of each lever is released from the slot 
in each slide, so that the springs F i will throW 
outward the levers and allow the traces to 
be drawn from the cockeyes on the ends of the 
levers. With my invention, as described, the 
driver, after drawing upon the strap, has vir 
tually freed the horse from the shafts. It is 
not necessary for him to hold onto the strap 
until the horse walks out of the shafts, but he 
can get out of the vehicle at once, as I use no 
device or devices for throwing the levers and 
other devices back into position, as they Were 
when the horse is within the shafts and hitched. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the levers C C, pivoted 

to the ends of the whiffletree, and having cock 
eyes on their outer ends, the boxes a C, and 
the angular and slotted slides e e'e e', all con 
structed as and for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of 
February, 1873. 

HEZEKIAH LATSEIAW. 
Witnesses: 

A. J. COWER, 
JOHN S. SEIDE. 


