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" To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jurian Vmar v Diaz,
a citizen of the Republic of Cuba, and a resi-
dent of Habana, (?uba, have invented a new
and Improved Attachment for Key - Op-
erated Machines, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact deseription.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in typewriters or other machines hav-

ingna plm-alit{' of keys adapted to be manually .

operated, and the object of the invention isto
provide means for locating and defining the
keyboard by other than the sense of direct
sight, whereby said operator instinctively re-
tains the hands in the proper position in re-

spect to the keyboard while reading the copy"

and operating the machine simulianeously.
In order to secure this object, T provide =
frame or border extending along adjacent
the outermost keys, so that the boundaries
of the keyboard are more clearly defined and
so that the operator may without looking
directly at the keyboard locate the keys
thereon. This frame may be of a contrast-
ing color to that of the keys,in which ecase
the operator even though not looking di-
rectly at the keyboard may still locate it
accurately; or said frame may extend up-
ward from the kevboard, so that the hand
will engage therewith should it move beyond
the confines of said keyboard.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this speci-

fication, in which similar characters of ref-.

erence indicate corresponding parts in all the
figures, and in which

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of a
typewriter having a marginal frame for
the keyboard of a contrasting color to that
of the keys; Fig. 2 is a vertical section on

. the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an end view

45

of the parts shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a
section on the line 4-—4 of Tig. 2; Fig. &
is a plan view of a portion of a typewriter,
similar to Fig. 1 but showing a frame ex-
tending to a higher elevation than the keys;
and Fig. 6 is a vertical section on the line
6-—6 of Fig. 5. '

My improved device is so constructed as to

be readily applied to any typewriter, and in-

cludes in‘its construction a marginal frame
having a subdividing partition, a supporting

-adapte

bar for said frame, and brackets adapted to
be secured-to the frame of the machine and
serving to sapport said bar. s

In the specific form illustrated in Figs. 1
to 4, inclusive, the marginal frame includes
a longitudinally - extending -member 10,
to lie beyond but adacent the up-
per line of keys, and two side members 11
adapted to extend along the ends of the key-

board. The frame _supgorts a dividing par- -

tition 12, which extends substantially par-
allel to the side mémbers 11 but is bent or
curved to pass between the keys and to sub-
divide the keys operated by the right hand
from those operated by the left hand. The
frame with its partition 12 is of a contrast-
ing color to the keys, in the present instance,
the keys being white and the frame being
black. This contrast  is such that even
though the operator does not look directly at
the keyboarti he may unconsciously locate
the keyboard and the keys thereon while he
isreading the copy. The frame is readily de-
tachable from the machine, it being prefer-
ably supported npon a transverse support-
ing bar 13, cxtenSin longitudinally of the
frame member 10. ’%he member 10 is pref-
erably provided with a longitudinally-dis-
posed slot extending into its lower side, as is
tllustrated in Fig. 4, and the bar 13 fits into
this slot. 'The ends of the bar are supported
upon suitable brackets fastened to the frame
of the machine, each of said brackets pref-

erably including a vertically-disposed mem- .

ber 14, having a hook 15 at the lower end
thereof adapted to engage with the under
side of a portion of the frame, and having a
securing member 16 adapted to be rigidly se-
cured thereto and to engage with the upper
side of a portion of the machine frame. The
vertically-extending member 14 is provided
witli a series of perforations 17, through
which the bar 13 may extend and be sup-
ported -at different elevations, The bar®13
muy be secured to the brackets in any suit-
able manner, as, for instance, by keys 18.
The frame llustrated in Figs, 5 and 6 may,
if desired, be used in place of the frame illys-

trated in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, and is sg

constructed that it may be readily secured to
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the supporting bar 13. In this form the . =~
frame is designed to locate and define the -
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lkeyboard, not by a contrasting color so much
as by being raised to a higher elevation than
the keyboard, so that should the hand of the
operator pass to one side of the keyboard, it
will imedintely engage with the franie and
tlie operator will instinetively move his-hand
back to its proper position over the keyboard.
The frame illustrated is formed of a strip of
sheet metal having o lougitudinally-extend-
g portion 104, side portions or members 112,
and a parvtition 12+ The lower edge of the
member 10¢ is provided with a flange 19,
which forms therewith a slot adapted to re-
ceive the supporting bar 13, the slot being
open at the lower side, so that the frame may
be readily raised und removed. The upper
edge of the sheet metal is curved outwardly
to form an inwardly-divected inclined sur.
face which not only prevents the operator
Lrom hurting the Land by striking against
the sharp upper edge, but also serves to di-
rect the hand inwardly onto the keyboard.
The frame and its partition may extend to
any desired elevation above the keyboard de--
pendent upon the skill of the operator and
the necessity for said frame. The elevation
may be varied by raising or lowering the
supporting bar 13 in respect to the brackets.

As the shift keys are not operated as fre.
quently as are the letterkeys of the machine,
the side portions of the frame may be ex-
tended inwardly at such an angle as to leave
these kevs outside of the frame, whereby
the liability of touching said keys uninten-*
tionally is matevially reduced.  As the frame

stands somewhat above the keyboard, these
keys may be readily operated when desired.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent :

L An attachment for machines Laving
keyboards, comprising two brackets detach.
ably connected to the frame of the machine,
a_horizontally-disposed supporting bar car-
ried by said brackets and vertically adjusta-
ble, and a frame carrvied by said supporting
bar and having portions extending along
three sides of the keyboard.

2. An_attachment for machines having’
keyboards, comprising two brackets detach.
ably connected to the frame of the machine,
and having a plurality of openings adjacent
the upper end thereof, a horizontally-dis-
posed supporting bar having the end por-
tions thereof adapted to extend into any one
of suid openings, so as to permit of the verti-
cal adjustment of the bar, and a frame hav-
ing a longitudinally-disposed groove for the
reception of said supporting bar and having
portions extending adjacent the keyboard
and serving to define the borders of the key-
board,

In' testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses,

JULIAN VIDAL Y DIAZ.

Witnesses:
Everarp B. MarsHaLL,
Cramr W. Fairpaxk.
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