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To all whom it 77.0ty concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE H. PALMER, of 

the United States Army, residing at Fort 
Douglas, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake county, 

O 

IS 
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45 

50 

Territory of Utah, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Soldiers' Field Equip 
ments, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
Myinvention comprises a half-shelter tent 

made of canvas and so constructed that when 
united with a like half-shelter tent, a com 
plete tent inclosed on all sides is formed, and, 
when carried, is placed around the soldier's 
bedding and carried in a roll on the shoulders 
across the body, in combination with a valise 
similarly carried, said valise being made of 
canvas or leather or other suitable material 
and arranged to hold ammunition, clothing, 
and toilet articles, and having certain straps 
and attachments by which it is connected to 
the half-shelter tent roll, thereby holding 
both valise and half-tent roll in place on the 
shoulders. 
My objects in the invention are to provide 

an equipment of minimum lightness, simply 
constructed of very few parts, but of sufficient 
capacity to enable the soldier to carry on his 
person with ease and convenience the ammu 
nition, bedding, clothing and tentage suffi 
cient for his use; to do away with shoulder or 
bearing straps heretofore employed in equip 
ments which chafe and cramp the Wearer; to 
evenly distribute the weight directly on the 
shoulders and in front and at the back of the 
wearer, and to bring it to bear on those parts 
of the body best able to sustain it, leaving the 
body and arms unconfined and free in their 
movements, and the whole so constructed as 
to enable the wearer to put it on or of imme 
diately, in so doing there being no straps or 
other parts of it to fasten or unfasten. I at 
tain these objects by the device illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in Which 
Figure i is a perspective view of the half 

shelter tent rolled, in combination with the 
valise, showing the manner of attaching the 
two together ready to be placed on the shoul 
ders of the wearer, also showing the manner 
of attaching the straps, buckles and metal 
rings or loops thereto. Fig.2 is a perspective 
view of the equipment as seen on the back of 
the wearer, showing the manner of carrying 

the half-shelter tent rolled round the blanket 
in combination with the valise, the valise be 
ing attached to the rollin front of the wearer 55 
the same as it appears at the back, and the 
two ends of the roll being buckled together 
under the arm. Fig. 3 shows the half-shelter 
tent set up, and Fig. 4 shows the manner of 
constructing the half-shelter tent. 
Similarletters refer to similarparts through 

out the several views. - 
Referring to Fig.1, I will first describe the 

manner of combining the valise and the half 
shelter tent rolled so that they may be car- 65 
ried on the person. 
A A are two straps buckled around the 

ends of the roll to hold it in proper shape and 
for attaching thereto the straps BB, one of 
which has a buckle. The straps B B are 7o 
buckled together to hold the ends of the roll 
together at such distance as may suit the con 
venience of the Wearer. 
CC are two straps attached by rivets to the 

ends of the valise, the rivets passing through 75 
strap Hand the ends of the valise. They are 
buckled around the roll in front and rear of 
the body at a little distance from the ends of 
the roll and at such places as suit the size of 
the wearer. They bind and support the roll, 8o 
and hold the valise in place on the body. 
D is a strap buckled around the roll a little. 

to one side of its middle so as to bring it be 
hind the shoulder as in Fig. 2. Its use is for 
attaching to it, so as to turn on its fastening, 85 
the strap E which carries the metal loop or 
ring F. The strap G is buckled into the rings 
or loops F F on the roll and on the valise 
across the back of the wearer, and serves to 
keep the rolland valise from slipping off the 9o 
shoulders. If tent poles, overcoats, or other 
articles are to be carried on the back, the 
strap G is not buckled across the back, but 
is suspended from the metal loop on the roll, 
and together with another strap like it sus-95 
pended from the loop on the valise, is buckled 
around the articles to be carried on the back. 
This arrangement also keeps the roll and va 
lise from slipping off the shoulders. 
His a strap attached by rivets to the valise. roc 

It passes along the top, under the ends, and 
four or five inches along the bottom of the 
valise. It strengthens the valise and sup 
ports the cartridges carried in the ends of 
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the valise. To it is attached, so as to turn on 
its fastening, strap E which carries the metal 
loop or ring Fwhich serves the same purpose 
as the strap and metalloop on strap D. The 
valise is about three feet long, two inches 
deep, and six inches wide at its ends. It is 
narrowed at its middle to about four inches 
where it rests on the shoulder. Cartridges in 
original packages are carried in each end of 
the valise, and clothing or other articles are 
placed between the cartridge boxes. From 
forty to one hundred and twenty rounds of 
ammunition, together with the necessary un 
derclothing, may be carried in the valise. 
The weights being placed in each end of the 
valise, bear equally in front and rear of the 
shoulders. The roll and valise are made to 
exchange places on the shoulders by simply 
turning the equipment around. 
To more readily manipulate the musket, 

the valise where it comes in front of the shoul 
der, is packed shallow, the clothing being 
spread out as wide as the valise will permit, 
the more bulky clothing being placed at the 
back. In firing, the butt of the musket is 
held against the valise which thus serves as 
a cushion to take up the recoil. In battle, if 
it is desired to discard for a time the roll, the 
valise containing the ammunition is alone 
carried on the shoulder across the body, by 
unbuckling the straps from the roll and buck 
ling together, under the arm, the straps C C. 

Figs. 3 and 4 show the half-shelter tent. I 
is the top piece about five and one half feet 
square. J J are triangular pieces of cloth 
sewed to the sides of the top-piece. They 
hang down and inclose the ends of the tent 
whenitis set up, thus forming a tent with three 
sides inclosed. Buttons and button holes are 
laced along the front edge of the top piece, 

and along the front edges of the triangular 
pieces, for the purpose of joining two half 
tents together. Two half-tents, thus con 
structed and joined together and set up, form 
a completely inclosed tent. In the half-shel 
ter tents now in use, no provision is made for 
inclosing their ends, aud when two of them 
are joined together and set up, both ends of 
the tent thus made are open and exposed to 
the weather. 
To carry the half-tent it is formed into the 

roll and carried in combination with the va 
lise as hereinbefore described. If a blanket 
is carried, it is rolled in the half-tent, which 
is laid out flat, the blanket spread on it, and 

the triangular pieces folded over the blanket 
before rolling. The blanket is thus com 
pletely covered and protected. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is 

1. The combination in a soldier's field equip 
ment, of a roll arranged to be doubled or 
folded so as to be carried over one shoulder, 
and a valise or baggage receptacle detach 
ably connected at each end to the roll near 
its ends and adapted to be carried on the other 
shoulder, substantially as specified and for 
the purposes set forth. 

2. The combination in a soldier's field equip 
ment, of a roll arranged to be doubled or 
folded so as to be carried over one shoulder, 
a flexible valise or baggage receptacle detach 
ably connected at each end to the roll near 
its ends and adapted to be carried on the other 
shoulder, and a strap or connection arranged 
to pass behind the back and to loosely con 
nect the roll and valise at a point near the 
middle thereof substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. The combination in a soldier's field equip 
ment, of a half-shelter tent, having triangu 
lar pieces JJ, which form the ends of said 
half-shelter tent, roll straps AA, arranged 
about the ends and provided with connective 
straps BB, strap D fastened near the middle 
of the roll and carrying the metal loop or ring 
F substantially as specified and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

4. The combination in a soldier's field equip 
ment, of a flexible valise with strap H run 
ning along its Iniddle and provided at its 
ends with roll straps C C, and strap Econ 
nected to the valise and carrying the metal 
loop or ring F substantially as specified and 
for the purposes set forth. 

5. The combination in a soldier's field equip 
ment, of a half-shelter tent adapted to be 
rolled, a flexible valise roll straps AA, em 
bracing the ends of the roll and having con 
nective straps B B, straps C C and H con 
necting the ends of the valise to the roll and 
straps D, E E with metal loops or rings FF, 
loosely connecting the roll and valise near 
their middle parts substantially as specified 
and for the purposes set forth. 

GEORGE H. PALMER. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE D. LOOMIS, 
HENRY G. MCMILLAN. 
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