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This invention relates to garters for supporting 
hose, one of the objects being to provide a garter 
of the elastic band type to which the rolled upper 
end of the stocking can be quickly and securely 
connected by means of clasps provided for that 
purpoSe. 
A still further object is to provide a garter 

which will not injure the stocking to which it is 
attached, can be readily adjusted to the required 
size, and will support the hose evenly through 
out its circumference. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

Which Will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details of 
construction and combinations of parts herein 
after more fully described and pointed out in the 
claims, it being understood that changes may be 
made in the construction and arrangement of 
parts without departing from the spirit of the 
invention as claimed. 
In the accompanying drawing, the preferred 

form of the invention has been shown. 
In said drawing: 
Figure i is a perspective view of the garter. 
Figure 2 is an enlarged Section through a por 

tion of the garter showing One of the clasps in 
stocking gripping position. 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing the 
clasp open to release the stocking or place it in 
position, a portion of the Stocking being drawn 
thereover. 

Figure 4 is a view of the clasp in full open 
position. 

Referring to the figures by characters of ref 
erence, designates a band which can be of elas 
tic fabric such as commonly used in the forman 
tion of garters of this type and it is to be under 
stood that this band can be so made that it 
can be adjusted to any size desired. For examir 
ple, and as indicated at 2, the ends of the band 
can be sewed together. 
Mounted on the band are one or more clasps. 

in the present instance two of these clasps have 
been shown, these being located at diametrically 
opposed points on the garter. Each clasp includes 
a thin metal loop 3 through which the band 
is threaded, the loop being so proportioned as to 
fit Snugly about the band so as to be held in 
place frictionally. 
A spring tongue is is extended upwardly from 

the lower end of the loop 3 and is provided prefer 
ably adjacent to its center with an outwardly 
bulged portion 5. The outer surface of this tongue 
can have a thickness of felt, fabric, or other soft 
material applied thereto as indicated at 6. 
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A gripping jaw 7 in the form of an elongated 

Strip of Spring metal or the like is hingedly con 
nected at one end to the upper end of tongue 4 
as indicated at 8 and is provided between its 
ends With a recess 9 so located as to be normally 
positioned directly opposite the bulged portion 5. 
A Spring finger 0 is extended backwardly from 
the free end of the jaw 7 and has a rounded or 
curled terminal adapted to bear at all times 
against the upper portion of the loop 3. The 
diameter of this end portion is much greater 
than the normal distance between the loop 3 and 
the center of the pivot 3 on which is hinged 
the upper end of the jaw 7, as shown in Fig. 2. 
Consequently since the upper end of the spring 
finger () is Spaced a substantial distance away 
from the Outer Surface of loop 3 by the terminal 

, the lower end of Spring finger (), disposed 
On the other side of the pivot 8, is correspond 
ingly urged toward the loop 3, with the result 
that jaw is pressed toward tongue 4 as in Fig. 2, 
With the spring finger being placed under ten 
Sion because of the resistance encountered by jaw 
toward its movement toward the tongue 4, said 

resistance resulting from thicknesses of the 
tongue and roll R of a stocking that are in 
terposed between jaw and loop 3. When it is 
desired to open the clasp the lower end of the 
jaW T is pulled outwardly. This will cause the 
end to enter between hinge 8 and loop 3 and 
as the finger () is longer than jaw 7, said jaw 
will be pushed outwardly and will pull tongue 4, 
which is of Spring metal or the like, away from 
its normal position. Thus the parts assume the 
position shown in Fig. 3. With the parts thus 
located and the garter f in position, the upper 
end of a stocking 'S' to be supported can be 
pulled over the clasp and then rolled as at 'R' 
in Fig. 2, the roll extending across tongue 4. 
Thereafter jaw is pushed downwardly until the 
end f , which has been seated between the loop 
3 and buige 5, is lifted past the dead center. In 
mediately thereafter finger G acts as a spring to 
move the jaw toward and in contact with the 
rolled position "R,' causing said portion to be 
gripped tightly against the tongue 4 which has 
returned to its normal position because of its 
resilient nature. Thus the parts will assume the 
position shown in Fig. 2 and the stocking will be 
firmly gripped and supported. 
Where two clasps are used both of them will 

be operated in the same manner so that the 
Stocking will be gripped at two different points. 
The garter herein described is advantageous 

because it does not tend to tear or otherwise 
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mutilate the stocking supported thereby and be 
cause it can be worn comfortably and is entirely 
independent of any garments such as generally 
relied upon for support. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a garter a clasp including a band engag 

ing loop, a spring tongue rigid at one end with 
the loop and constituting one jaw member, a 
Spring jaw hingedly connected at one send to the 
other end of the tongue and constituting a second 
jaw member cooperating with the first member, 
a spring finger extending from the other end of 
the last-named jaw and means on the finger and 

iO 

in constant contact with the loop for holding the 
last-named jaw in either open or closed positions 
relative to the tongue. 

2. A clasp for garters including a garter re 
ceiving loop, a spring tongue rigid at One end 
with the loop and constituting one jaw member, 
a spring jaw hingedly connected at One end to . 
the other end of the tongue and constituting a 
second jaw member cooperating with the first 
member, a spring finger extending from the other 
end of the last-named jaw, means on the finger 
and in constant contact with the loop for hold 
ing the last-named jaw in either open or closed 
positions relative to the tongue, said last-named 
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4. 
jaw and tongue constituting means for gripping 
between them an article to be supported when 
the last-named jaw is in closed position and 
means on the tongue for holding the engaged 
article against slipping. 

3. A clasp for garters including a band-engag 
ing loop, a spring tongue rigid at its lower end 
with the lower end of the loop, a spring jaw 
hingedly connected at one end to the upper end 
of the tongue, Said tongue and jaw constituting 
COOperating jaw members, a Spring finger in 
tegral at one end with the other end of the spring 
jaw, and means on the other end of the finger 
and in contact with the loop for holding the 
Spring jaw in either open or closed positions 
relative to the tongue. 
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