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(57) Abstract: The present invention is a method for chan-
ging the conveyance mode of absorbent article workpieces.
The method comprises :(1) performing longitudinal flow
conveyance while N (N is an integer of 2 or more) work-
piece rows each formed by arranging a plurality of work-
pieces each having a shape in which a central portion in the
longitudinal direction of the workpiece is narrower in the
lateral direction of the workpiece than both end portions in
the longitudinal direction along the longitudinal direction
are arranged in the lateral direction, and performing the lon-
gitudinal flow conveyance while both the end portions of
the workpieces are adjacent to the central portions of the
workpieces adjacent thereto in the lateral direction; (2) asso-
ciating N workpieces included in workpiece rows difterent
from each other from among the N workpiece rows con-
veyed by the longitudinal flow conveyance in accordance
with a predetermined association pattern to form workpiece
groups each configured from the N workpieces; and (3) with
respect to each of the workpiece groups, changing the con-
veyance of the workpieces of the workpiece group from the
longitudinal flow conveyance to lateral flow conveyance. In
the formation of the workpiece groups, workpieces adjacent
to each other in the lateral direction are associated with each
other in accordance with the association pattern.
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