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Our invention relates to a device for baseball batting 
practice in a confined space which can be utilized by a 
single player without assistance. 

Although many of the good hitters in baseball have 
different stances and different theories of batting, they 
all have several attributes in common. They all have 
strong Wrists and well-developed arms and shoulders. 
They all have developed quick, muscular reflex actions. 
Although many top hitters have unorthodox stances, they 
all have an easy, fluid swing with proper foot and hip 
movement. All good hitters must train themselves to 
keep their eyes on the ball as it approaches the plate. 
Probably the most important attribute of all for a good 
hitter is proper timing. It is only through a highly de 
veloped sense of timing that a hitter can swing the bat 
to meet the ball at the precise moment for the maximum 
effect. Also, it is only through proper timing that a bat 
ter can place his hits effectively. 

These attributes of a good hitter can be attained only 
through regular and consistent batting practice. It is true 
that there are many exercises that a player can perform 
to develop some of these attributes, but it is only through 
regular hitting that all the attributes will be developed to 
the state required for good batting ability. 

Generally, in order to practice batting, a large field 
is required. In addition, a pitcher, catcher or backstop, 
and Several outfielders are needed in order that one man 
may practice hitting. Thus five or six players are en 
gaged in giving one man batting practice. Obviously, 
the time each man can spend at bat is limited. In addi 
tion, practice can be carried on only during clement 
Weather and, in many parts of the country, only during 
the summer months. 
The device of the present invention permits an individ 

ual player, unassisted by others, to practice batting in a 
confined space. The device can be set up in the house, 
if desired, and thus can be used all year around. In 
brief, a flexible material is suspended on an upright 
frame to form a vertical Surface. An arm extends from 
the upper part of the frame forwardly of the vertical sur 
face. A baseball is suspended vertically by a flexible 
nonstretchable cord from the end of the arm and may 
be adjusted to any desired height about the ground or 
floor. 
The fiexible material should be suspended from the 

frame to have some yieldability to the impact of the 
ball when it strikes the surface but not in a mariner to 
completely absorb the kinetic energy of the ball. Prefer 
ably the flexible material should be suspended from the 
top cross-bar of the upright frame and connected to the 
vertical side bars by ropes having some slack. 

In practicing with the device of the present invention, 
the batter takes a normal stance adjacent the ball, ori 
ented so that the vertical surface is in the direction the 
ball is to be hit. The batter swings and hits the ball, 
sending it towards the vertical surface in an arcuate path 
defined by the non-stretchable cord by which the ball is 

5 

U 

5 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

2 
Suspended. The ball strikes the vertical surface and 
forms a slight pocket in the flexible material as that ma 
terial yields under the initial impact of the ball. This 
slight pocket, cr indentation in the flexible material holds 
the ball on the surface at the point at which it strikes 
and prevents the bail from dissipating its kinetic energy 
by traveling or climbing over the vertical surface. After 
initially yielding, the fiexible surface becomes more taut 
as the slack in the ropes holding the flexible material to 
the vertical side bars is taken up. In the more taut con 
dition, the flexible material achieves a resiliency which 
causes the ball to rebound back toward the batter, in the 
arcuate path defined by the non-stretchable cord. 

in the meantime the batter may recover quickly from 
his initial swing and hit the ball again as it returns to 
him. Alternately, if he recovers from his initial swing 
more slowly, he inay let the ball go by him and allow it 
to swing upwardly in an arc. The ball will swing back 
toward the vertical Surface, strike it, and again rebound 
toward the batter, although with less force than the initial 
rebound. The batter, at this time, will be ready to take 
another Swing at the ball. 
The device is particularly adapted to use by a single 

player in playing "pepper.” When so used the batter 
chokes up on the bat and hits the ball with a short 
"punching' swing toward the vertical surface. As the 
bail rebounds the batter punches the ball again. 

Each of these different Lises of the device developes 
Specific characteristics needed of a good hitter. When 
the batter takes a full swing at the ball and recovers 
quickly to hit the ball again on the first rebound he will 
be developing the strength of his wrists, forearms, and 
body muscles used in pivoting his body for the swing. 
On the other hand, when the batter takes a full swing 
and recoverS more slowly to hit the ball on the second 
rebound he can practice a fluid, rhythmic swing and 
will Soon develope a proper foot and body motion. In 
the "pepper' practice the batter will not only achieve 
practice in bunting but will develop quick reflexes, eye 
training and timing. 

in all uses of the device the ball, on successive hits, will 
strike the vertical surface in all different positions and 
hence the ball, on the rebound, will simulate a variety of 
pitches. 

It is therefore a general object of the present invention 
to provide a device for baseball batting practice which 
Inay be used by a single player unassisted. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a baseball batting practice device which can be used in a 
restricted space. 

it is yet another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a baseball batting device which gives the batter prac 
tice hitting simulated pitched ballis of every type. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
wide a baseball batting device wherein the height of the 
simulated pitched ball is adjustable. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a device which a single player can utilize to play 
"pepper.' 

It is still another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a baseball batting practice device which will develop 
the batter's muscles, reflexes, coordination and timing. 

It is an additional object to provide a small, movable, 
inexpensive batting practice device easy to manufacture 
and durable in construction. 
The novel features which we believe to be characteristic 

of our invention are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. Our invention itself, however, both as 
to its organization and method of operation, together with 
further objects and advantages thereof, will be best under 



stood by reference to the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the batting device of . 
the present invention; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged plan view of the fittings con 
necting the diagonal support bar and the arm from which 
the ball is suspended to the top horizontal bar; . . . 

Figure 3 is a view through section 3-3 of Figure 2; 
and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a modified 
form of the present invention. 
The baseball batting practice device of the present 

invention is shown in Figure 1. A vertical frame, shown 
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and 114 are connected to two vertical bars 120 and 124 
similar to the construction of Figure 1. Also, diagonal 

O 

generally at 10, is supported on a horizontal base. The 
frame and base are constructed of metallic tubing or pipe. 
The base consists of two horizontal base bars 2 and 4 
extending rearwardly from either end of the frame 19 and 
joining at a point to form a V-shaped construction. The 
base may rest on any horizontal surface such as the 

... ground or the floor in a home. ... The two base bars are 
joined at their forward eiids, by fittings 22 and 25, to 
two vertical bars 20 and 24, which form the sides of the 

... wetrical frame 10. The two vertical bars 20 and 24 which 
- form the sides of the upright frame 10 are connected to 
a horizontal top bar 28 by fittings 30 and 32. A diagonal 
bar 34 extends from the mid point of the horizontal top 
bar 28, downwardly to the junction of the two horizontal 
base bars 12 and 4. The diagonal is rigidly attached to 
the base section by fitting 36 which also receives the two 
horizontal base bars. The diagonal is secured to the hori 
zontal top bar by fitting 39. 
The fittings 22, 26, 30, 32, 36 and 39 slideably receive 

the bars which they join and have no internal threads. 
The bars are held securely in the fittings by set screws 
threadedly engaged in the fittings as shown in Figure 1. 
An arm 50 extends forwardly from the mid point of 

the top horizontal bar 28, perpendicular to that bar. The 
arm 50 is connected to bar 23 by fitting 40 which straddles 
the fitting 39 as shown in Figure 2. The fitting 49 has 
a sleeve 49a which slideably receives the arm 50. Two 
webs 40b, connected at one end to opposite sides of sleeve 
40a, are connected at their other ends to two sleeves 40c 
respectively. The two sleeves 40c which are spaced from 
each other are axially aligned, perpendicular to the align 
ment of sleeve 40a. The sleeves 40c slideably receive 
horizontal top bar 28 on either side of fitting 39 as shown 
in Figures 2 and 3. Each of the sleeves 40a and 40c have 
set screws to secure the respective bars in engagement with 
the fittings. Since the fitting 40 may be rotated in rela 
tion to the top horizontal bar 28 the bar 50 may be ad 
justed to any desired angle. 
The arm 5) is made of hollow metal tubing or pipe 

and carries inside a flexible non-stretchable cord 52. The 
cord is attached, at one end, to a T-shaped fitting 38 fas 
tened to the upper side of the diagonal bar 34 as shown 
in Figures 1 and 2. The cord 52 suspends from the for 
ward end of arm 50 and is attached to a ball 54, which 
may be a regulation league hard ball. 
The flexible material 41, which preferably is canvas, 

is carried in the vertical frame 10 as shown in Figure 1. 
At the upper edge of the material is a plurality of holes 
42 reinforced by grommets 44. A cord 46 is wound 
around the top horizontal bar 28 and through the holes 
42, as shown in Figures 1 and 3. Adjacent its lower edge, 
which is a short distance above the ground or floor, the 
flexible material has two holes 48, each spaced close 
to one side edge of the material. A cord 49 is tied at 
one end through hole 48 and at the other end is tied to 
vertical side bars 20 and 24, respectively, as shown in 
Figure 1. The cord 49 should be long enough to have 
some slack when the flexible material 41 is hanging in a 
common plane with the vertical frame 10. 
Another embodiment of the invention is shown in Fig 

ure 4. In this embodiment, the horizontal basebars 112 
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... somewhat taut condition. . . . 
20 

bar 134 connects to the junction of bars 112 and 114 and 
extends to the center of the top horizontal bar as in the 
construction of Figure 1. Similarly, a ball 154 is held 
suspended by a cord 152 passing through arm 150 which 
extends forwardly from a top horizontal bar. In this 
embodiment, however, the top horizontal bar 128 extends 
beyond the vertical bars and curves in a forwardly direc 
tion as shown in Figure 6. A U-shaped member 144 
is connected to each vertical bar and extends forwardly 
and outwardly in the same plane as the curved extension 
on the top horizontal bar. 128 as shown in Figure 4. The 
flexible material 141 is connected to the top horizontal bar 
128 in the same fashion as in the construction of Figure 
1. The flexible material is not connected to the vertical 
bars 20 and 124 but has a plurality of weights 149 sus 
pended from its lower edge to hold the material 141 in 

... The vertical surface of the present invention should not 
be hard and unyielding. It is evident that such a surface 

... would damage the ball and, in a short time, render it 

... unsuitable for use. Additionally when a ball is travelling 
in an arcuate path it tends to climb or travel over a 
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hard surface when it strikes that surface. This dissi 
pates much of the kinetic energy of the ball and results 
in an unsatisfactory rebond. When the surface has some 
yieldability a slight pocket, or indentation will format 
the point the ball strikes the surface and the ball will 
be prevented from traveling over the surface. 
While the vertical surface should not be hard it is de 

sirable that the ball, when struck, should rebound from 
the surface with more speed than results from the force 
of gravity acting on the penditious ball. In the construc 
tion of Figure 1 the cord: 49 permits the flexible mate 
rial 41 to yield only a limited distance before the slack 
is taken up and the material becomes taut and conse 
quently achieves a limited resilience which causes the ball 
to rebound. In the construction of Figure 2 the flexible 
material is weighted. As the material deflects under the 
impact of the ball it becomes more taut and hence more 
resilient. Additionally the weighted material picks up 
potential energy as the ball deflects it, which energy is 
returned to the ball after its rearward motion is stopped, 
to cause it to rebound. S. 

Before use the balls 54 and 154 may be adjusted to any 
desired position in relation to the ground or floor and in 
relation to the vertical surface. The adjustment of the 
distance of the bail from the vertical surface is achieved 
by adjusting the angle of the arm 50, or arm 159. The 
height of the bali above the ground, or floor is achieved 
by winding or unwinding the cord 52 around the T-fitting 
38. 

In using the baseball batting practice device, the batter 
assumes his normal stance adjacent the suspended ball 
54 or 154. The batter is oriented so that a ball struck 
properly will travel toward the vertical surface defined 
by material 41 or 141. The batter takes his normal swing 
at the ball, hitting it toward the vertical surface. After 
his swing, the batter brings the bat back to a position 
ready to swing again. In the meantime, the ball strikes 
the vertical surface and rebounds toward the batter. By 
this time, the batter has recovered from his initial swing 
and is ready to strike the ball again. When the ball has 
returned to the position adjacent the batter, the batter 
strikes it again toward the vertical surface and the oper 
ation is repeated. 

Alternately, the batter may recover from his initial 
swing more slowly and allow the ball to swing past his 
position in an arc defined by the flexible non-stretchable 
cord 52 or 152. The ball will swing back to the vertical 
surface and again rebound toward the batter. ... The bat 
ter hits the ball and the cycle is repeated. A hitter may 
also play "pepper" by choking his bat and "punching" 
the ball toward the vertical surface 41 or 141. When the 
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device is so used the ball may be initially set close to the 
Surface 41 or 4. Each rebound is again "punched' 
or tapped back to the surface. 
The flexible non-stretchable cord 52 or 52 serves to 

define the path of travel of the ball 54 or 154. It pre 
vents the bail from rebounding too low to be hit by the 
batter. It should be noted that the velocity of the ball 
as it returns to the batter is greater than that which 
would be achieved by the force of gravity acting on a 
pendulous body. Some of the kinetic energy of the bail 
travelling from the hitter's bat is absorocci by he vertical 
Surface and returned to the bail for its travel back to the 
hitter. This causes the ball to simulate an actual pitched 
bail. Since the ball, when it is originally struck, may hit 
on any part of the canvas, the ball may be returned to 
the hitter from a variety of points to simulate different 
types of pitches. In addition, by adjusting the height 
of the ball 54 or 54 the batter may practice on low or 
high balls as he may desire. 
While we have shown and described specific embodi 

ments of the present invention, it will of course be evi 
dent that various modifications and alternative construc 
tions may be made without departing from the true spirit 
and scopa thereof. We therefore intend by the appended 
claims to cover all such modifications and alternative 
constructions as come within their true spirit and scope. 
What we claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. A device resting on a horizontal surface for base 

ball batting practice in a restricted space, the device com 
prising in combination: a vertically upstanding frame 
having a top horizontal bar, two vertical bars, and a plu 
rality of base horizontal bars extending rearwardly of 
the vertical bars; a flexible material suspended from the 
top horizontal bar and held by slack non-stretchable 
means between the vertical frame bars to form a surface 
which is yieldable from a position in the vertical frame 
to a taut position; an adjustably fixed arm attached to 
the top horizontal bar extending forwardly; a ball; and 
a flexible non-stretchable cord depending in spaced rela 
tion to the frame from a point on the arm and connected 
at its lower end to the ball, the length of the cord being 
at least as great as the length of the arm between the 
top bar and said point and less than the vertical distance 
from the point on the arm to the horizontal surface and 
less than the distance from the point on the arm to any 
point on the botton edge of the surface of flexible ma 
terial, whereby the cord will guide the ball in a path into 
contact with the surface of flexible material when the 
ball is properly struck toward said surface and will guide 
the ball back along said path as it rebounds from said 
surface of flexible material. 

2. A device resting on a horizontal surface for base 
ball batting practice in a restricted space, the device com 
prising in combination: a vertically upstanding frame 
having a top horizontal bar and two vertical bars; a 
flexible material held between the bars of the frame 
to form a vertical surface; a flexible non-stretchable cord; 
a ball connected to one end of said cord; and adjustable 
fixed means attached to the frame to receive the other 
end of said cord and sustain the ball above the horizontal 
surface spaced from the vertical surface a distance with 
in the reach of said cord to permit contact of said ball 
with the vertical surface as the ball is struck towards 
that surface. 

3. A device resting on a horizontal surface for base 
ball batting practice in a restricted space, the device 
comprising in combination: a frame having a top hori 
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Zontal bar curved forwardly at either end; a surface de 
fined by flexible material having weights at its bottom 
edge suspended from said top horizontal bar and extend 
ing to the ends of said bar to drape in accordance with 
the curved ends of the bar; a flexible non-stretchable 
cord; a ball connected to one end of said cord; and 
adjustable fixed means attached to the frame to receive 
the other end of said cord and sustain the ball above the 
horizontal surface spaced from the surface of flexible 
material a distance within the reach of said cord to per 
in it coitact of said ball with the latter surface as the 
bali is struck towards that surface. 

4. A device resting on a horizontal surface for base 
ball batting practice in a restricted space, the device com 
prising in combination: an upstanding vertical frame 
having a horizontal top bar and two vertical side bars; 
a flexible material suspended from the top bar of the 
frame, the flexible material having weight connected to 
the botton edge to form a vertical surface; a flexible 
non-stretchable cord; a ball connected to one end of said 
cord; and adjustable fixed means attached to the frame 
to receive the other end of said cord and sustain the 
ball above the horizontal surface spaced from the verti 
cal Surface a distance within the reach of said cord to 
perinit contact of said ball with the latter surface as the 
ball is struck towards that surface. 

5. A device for baseball batting practice on a horizon 
tal surface in a restricted space, the device comprising: 
an upstanding frame; a ball; a flexible material imper 
vious to passage of the ball therethrough held in the 
frame to form a vertical surface having some resiliency; 
a flexible cord connected at one end to the ball; and ad 
justable fixed means to receive the other end of said cord 
and sustain the ball above the horizontal surface in an 
initial position spaced from the vertical surface a dis 
tance within the reach of said cord, whereby the ball, 
when hit towards the vertical surface, strikes that sur 
face and rebounds to substantially its initial position 
where it may be hit again. 

6. A device resting on a plane surface for baseball 
batting practice in a restricted space, the device compris 
ing in combination: a frame; a ball; an upwardly ex 
tending surface of flexible material impervious to the 
passage of a ball therethrough and carried by the frame; 
a flexible non-stretchable cord connected at one end to 
the ball; and means to sustain the other end of said 
cord and hold the ball above the plane surface spaced 
from said surface of flexible material a distance within 
the reach of said cord. 
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