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Ms. 

E. 
This is a continuation-in-part of mycopeilding 

application Serial No. 114,330, filed September 6, 
1949, now abandoned. 
This invention relates to safety accessories for 

gas stoves. Gas ordinarily used as fuel in domes 
tic cooking stoves is highly poisonous and infain 
nable and the dangers fronnia;2cidently escaping 
gas are well known. Eleakage of gas inay results 
from a variety of causes, the gas then cortinuing 
to flow to form a poisonous and possibly explo 
sive mixture with the surrounding air. Children 
too small to realize the danger may turn of a 
valve controlling the low of gas to a: burner and 
allow gas to escape. 
the fioW of gas' to a burner, one. Inay inadvertecitly 
not quite close the valve and the faine inay be ex 
tinguished with a resulting leakage of the gas. 
The general object of the invention is to pro 
vides an improved safety aceessory for gas stoves' 
which will prevent or at least greatly minimize'. 
the danger of a ceidental and dangerous leak 

Another objects of age of gas: from the burnerS. 
the invention is to provide a safety accessory of 
the type indicated which is single-in construction 
and inexpensive and which may be easily and 
quickly attached to a gas stove without the use 
of tools or at least without the use of any 
Special tools: 
The objects and advantages of the invention. 

Will becogne. more... apparent froin-the-fooWing 
description taken in connection. Withi the accom 
panying drawings, in which Fig. 1: is a front or 
face view of a Safety accessory constructed in ac 
cordance with the invention aid mounted in op 
erative position on a gaS Stove, a Srihall top por 
tion only of the stove being shown, Fig. 2 is a 
plan view of the safety accessory shown in Fig. 1, 
Fig. 3 a sectional view on the line. 3-3 of Fig. 1, 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a portion of a sheet 
metal base for Supporting the operative parts 
of the accessory, Fig. 5 is a partial front view 
similar to Fig. 1 but indicating a modified form 
of the safety accessory, Fig. 6... is a front. View 
of another form of the invention inguinted on a 
gas stove with the burner valves guarded, Eig. 
is a view similar to Fig. 6 out With the Valves line 
guarded and Fig. 8 is a sectional view oia, the 
line 8-8 in Fig. 6. 

Like reference characters indicate Similar parts 
in the different figures of the drawing. 
The invention as shown initigS. 1 to 5 inclu 

sive: includes.a. channei shaped, base' or Support 
formed of a thin flat back sheet or plate 

With an upper edge flange 3, a lower edge flange 
2 and end langes 34, ihe support, ) thus has 
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2. 
the form of a channel with all its edges bent to 
form an integral flange and is preferably formed 
of metal which may have an enamel or other' 
desirable finish 
The channel support has a series of open 

ingS 5 Spaced approximately along; the center 
line of its back plate. , the spaeing of these : 
openings f5* being approximaately that of the 
Steins 5 of the-valves, whichi control the fowl. 
of gas-froin the manifold 3 to the gas burners: 
9 of the stove. 
In the tisual construction of Fodern gas stoves, 

the stensi 6-of the valves i.eontrolling the flow 
of gas to the burners extend through spaced 
openings in the front 2s of the stove, the waive 
stems 6 being provided with: knobs or handles. 
2 for convenience in turning them. 
The channel support, F6 is placed against the 

front of the stove: with the valve stems. is ex 
tending through the openings F5 in the support. 
ihis is easily accohplished by renowing the knobs 
2, with the valve' Stenas if necessary, placing the 
channel Support in position against the front of 
the Stove; and replacing the knobs. 2; with the 
valve' Stenis. F8 extending through... the openings: 
5. Of the Support, the support being: retained 
and held in-place by the knobs; 23. These open 
ingS. 5 are preferably eforagated to accommodate. 
them to variations. iri: the spacing of the valve 
Stenas-01 to permit they accessory to be monited 
On Stoves. With differently spaced valve sterias, 
A lateh or guard 22 is positioned in front of: 

each gas valve; kaolo or handle'. 2: which it era. 
gages: When the valve is in closed position to pre 
vents accidental opening of the valve. The raod. 
eral gas valve. CO3tro: klebi: usually has:... a. disk 
shaped bases portion withi. as fiat projecting grip. 
portion as indicated in Figs, 1, 3 and 5. As in 
dicated in Fig. 1, it is assuraed that the waive. SF 
is closed when the grip portion of its control 
knob 2-E is in a horizontal position. Under these 
conditions; the guard 22 has its opposite sides. 
formed. With recesses to fit over the ends of the 
grip portion of its-kno) 2.É. to prevent turning 
of the knob and openiag, of its valve. These. 
guards 22 are formed of stiff wire with tie op 
posite Sides bent outwardly to provide-the-jnob. 
retaining recesses. The open lower' ends of the 
two sides of each guard are hook-shaped and 
passed loosely through two of a series of open 
ings 23 in the lower fiange of the support is, the 
guards thus being pivotally supported by this 
lower flange 2. A series of eiosely spaced open. 
ings is preferably provided to permit adjustment 
of the guards along the lower flange 2 to accom 
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3. 
modate them to the positions of the correspond 
ing valve knobs 2. 
Above each guard 22, a guard retainer 23 is 

adjustably secured to the upper flange 3. As 
shown in the drawing, these retainers are formed 
of spring wire secured in position by bolts 24 
passing through openings 25 in the upper flange, 
the openings 25 being preferably elongated to 
permit adjustment of the retainers along the 
flange. The lower ends of the retainers 23 are 
hook shaped to receive and grip the upper ends 
of the guards 22 and thus greatly minimize re 
lease of the valve knobs 2 and inadvertent Or 
accidental opening of the valves controlling flow 
of gas to the burners. 
As indicated in Fig. 5 where a modified forn 

of the invention is shown, it is assumed that the 
closed position of the gas valve corresponds to 
the vertical position of the grip portion of the 
control knob 2. The guard 22 is of simple 
U-shape with straight parallel sides to engage 
the vertical grip portion of the control knob 2 
when in position to close its valve. Otherwise, 
the construction indicated in Fig. 5 is similar to 
that already described and shown in FigS. 1 to 4. 
The arrangement of the invention shown in 

Fig. 1 is for use in connection with a series of 
four equally spaced gas burner valves but it is 
obvious that the device may be constructed for 
use in connection with any other desired number 
of valves. - 
The safety accessory has been described and 

illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5 with the guards pivoted 
to the lower flange and the retainers Secured to 
the upper flange, but it is clear that it may be 
assembled with the stove in the reverse position, 
if desired. 

In the form of the invention shown in FigS. 6, 
7 and 8, the flanged supporting plate f is Similar 
to that of Figs. 1 to 5 and is mounted and held 
in place on the stove in the same way by the 
knobs or handles 2. In this form of the inven 
tion, however, the guard is in the form of a cover 
or shield 26 connected to the upper flange 3 by 
a hinge 27. This cover or guard 26 may be held 
in closed position as shown in Fig. 6 by a Spring 
latch 28 which should have a Spring strong 
enough to prevent its release by Small children. 
It may be released without difficulty by an adult, 
however, to permit the guard 26 to be opened. 
as indicated in Fig. 7. With the guard 26 in 
open position, the valve control handles 2 are 
freely accessible and the gas may be turned On 
and off as desired. The guard 26 is shown as 
being provided with a spring 29 to open the guard 
28 automatically upon release of the latch 28. 
The guard 26 is preferably provided with Small 
openings 39 to improve the appearance of the 
device and to permit easy inspection of the valve 
handles 2i to determine their positions at any 
time. These openings 33 should, of course, be 
small enough to prevent Small children from 
reaching through them to turn the handles 2. 
An important advantage of the form of the in 
vention described in connection with FigS. 6, 7 
and 8 is that the guard or cover 26 need not 
engage the knobs 2 and this form of device may 
therefore be used in connection with knobs of 
any shape and design. 
The invention provides a simple, inexpensive 

and very effective arrangement for preventing or 
at least greatly minimizing the danger of leakage 
of gas from gaS StOWeS. 
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4. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a gas stove having a valve stem project 

ing from a wall of said stove, and an operating 
knob arranged on the projecting stem. So as to 
leave a Space between said Wall and knob, a. 
safety accessory comprising a Support member 
having an opening for accommodating the pro 
jecting valve stem, said support member extend 
ing in the Space between said Wall and knob and 
held in place against Said Wall by Said knob, 
guard means mounted on Said Support member 
for movement from a first position guarding said 
knob to a Second position permitting operation 
Of Said knob. With the support member held be 
tween Said wall and knob, and locking means for 
retaining the guard means in said first position. 

2. In a gas stove having valve stems projecting 
from a Wall of Said Stove, and operating knobs 
arranged. On the projecting stems So as to leave 
a Space betWeen Said Wall and knobs, a safety 
acceSSOry comprising a Support member having a 
plurality of Spaced elongated openings for accom 
modating the projecting valve stems, said Sup 
port member extending into the spaces between 
Said Wall and knobs and held in place against 
Said Wall by Said knobs, guard means pivotally 
mounted on Said Support member for movement 
from a first position guarding said knobs to a 
Second position permitting operation of said 
knobs With the Support member held between 
Said Wall and knobs, and locking means for re 
taining the guard means in said second position. 

3. In a gaS Stove having valve Stens projecting 
from a wall of said stove, and operating knobs 
arranged on the projecting stems so as to leave 
a Space between said wall and knobs, a safety 
acceSSOry Comprising a base plate, a pair of 
flanges on Said base plate having a plurality of 
Spaced elongated openings for accommodating the 
projecting valve Stems, said base plate extending 
into the Spaces between said wall and knobs and 
held in place against Said wall by said knobs, a 
COver pivotally connected to one of said flanges 
for movement from a closed position guarding 
Said knobs to an open position permitting opera 
tion of Said knobs with the base plate held be 
tween Said Wall and knobs, and a spring latch 
Secured to the other of said flanges for locking 
the cover in said closed position. 

4. A Safety accessory as claimed in claim 3, 
in which Said cover is provided with openings to 
permit inspection of Said operating knobs. 

ADOLPH MARX. 
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