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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, TIMOTHY L. BEAMAN, 

of Knoxville, in the county of Knox and State 
of Tennessee, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Fare-Boxes, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My improvements relate to fare-boxes to be 

carried by street-railroad cars, omnibuses, or 
other vehicles, to receive the fares of passen 
gers, and have for their object to prevent ab 
Straction of fares from the box. 
The invention consists in certain novel fea 

tures of construction and combinations of parts 
of the fare-box, all as hereinafter fully de 
Scribed and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional elevation of 
a fare-box embodying my improvements. Fig. 
2 is a sectional plan view of the fare-box taken 
on the line a of Fig. 1, the sinuous pay-chute 
being omitted. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of the body of the fare-receiving hopper. Fig. 
4 is a perspective view of the pay-chute, and 
Fig. 5 is a sectional plan view of the upper 
part of the pay-chute and a part of the head 
block in which it is fitted. 
The present improvements relate exclu 

sively to an arrangement of a sinuous pay 
chute and a hopper which receives the fares 
therefron, and both positioned in the upper 
part of the fare-box. 
I represent the entire fare-box in Fig. 1 of 

the drawings, in order to give a correct idea, 
of the relative arrangement of the sinuous pay 
chute and the hopper with all other parts of 
the fare-box, many of which, not herein par 

40 ticularly described or claimed, form the sub 
ject-matter of another application for Letters 
Patent recently filed by me. 
The pay-chute A, which is fitted to the in 

ner top of the head-block B of the fare-box, 
45 has a flaring mouth, a, into which the passen 

gers in a horse-car or other vehicle carrying 
the box will drop their fares. The peculiarity 
of this pay-chute consists in the twisted or 
sinuous form of its inner portion, ct, which, 

So while not preventing the downward passage 
through the chute of coin or tickets deposited 
in the mouth of the chute, will prevent the 
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passage of a wire or other instrument through 
the chute to abstract fares from the box. 
To provide for putting the chute in place I 55 

make it in two parts, the inner twisted or sinu 
ous portion, ?t', above named, and the outer 
portion, a, which is fitted into the box head 
block B. To secure a firm attachment of the 
chute at the inside of the fare-box the side edges 6o 
of the parts a are left somewhat long, whereby 
they may be bent over at a right angle with the 
body part of the chute at the inner face of the 
head-block B, after the part at of the chute is 
passed into the mortise of the head block, to 65. 
form lugs C. Corresponding lugs, D, will be 
formed on the inner part, c, of the chute, 
whereby one screw at each side of the chute 
may be passed through holes E, made through 
the pairs of lugs CD and into the rear face of to 
the head-block. An angular plate, F, may also 
be fastened to the top of the part at of the 
chute and have a hole,f, through which a screw 
may be passed into the head-block, as shown in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. By thus securing the 
pay-chute at the interior of the fare-box its 
fastenings cannot be tampered with from out 
side the box. 

Fares deposited in the pay-chute A pass 
from it into a fare-receiving hopper, G, which 
is fixed in the upper part of the fare-box, be-. 
tween the pay-chute A and the lower fare 
rests, HIJ, which receive the fares from the 
hopper and from each other as they are tilted 
by lowering their levers hij, and from the 
lower fare-rest, J, the fares pass through an 
opening, K, past hinged doors L. M., into the 
final-deposit drawer N, fitted into or at the 
bottom of the fare-box. The doors LM are 
self-closing, to prevent passage of fares from 
the drawer N should the fare box beinverted, 
and as described in my prior application. 
I particularly describe the fare-receiving 

hopper G as follows: In the construction 
shown the hopper is formed. of a sheet-metal 
body portion, O, and an inclined glass plate, P, 
the latter receiving the fares directly from the 
pay-chute. The glass plate Pfits against the 
outer or driver's side or face of the fare box, 
and preferably against the glass R of the box, 
and the ends of the plate Pfit the oppositeside 
walls of the box. The upper part of the hop 
per-body is formed of an outer curved or side 
wall, o, and two inwardly-inclined end parts, 
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3. 

body is made as a closed structure, formed of 
the lower portion of the wall o, the opposite 
end parts, oo, and a wall, o', immediately 
over which the hopper-body has notches p p, 
into which the lower edge of the glass plate 
Pfits, while the face of the plate lies snugly 
against the edges of the end parts, o' o', of the 
hopper-body, as shown in Figs. 1. and 2 of the 
drawings. As the hopper - body O has an 
overlocking connection with the glass plate 
P, which is firmly secured to or in the fare 
box walls, the only necessary attachment of 
the hopper-body O to the fare-box may con 
sist of a couple of screws passed through per 
forated lugs S S on the hopper-body into the 
walls of the fare-box. If desired, the wall o 
of the hopper-body O may be made straight, 
as indicated by the dotted line in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 

It will be noticed that the contracted open 
mouth g of the hopper G, at the lower end of 
its body part O, stands entirely clear of all 

o' o', and below these parts o' o' the hopper 

'four side walls of the fare-box, and the top of 
the hopper forms a close joint with the walls 
of the box. Consequently, should the fare-box 
be inverted with nefarious purpose, the fares 
which may have been left on the untilted rests 
H, I, or J will fall into the space or pocket 
formed between the walls of the hopper and 
the side walls of the box, and cannot pass 
back through the mouth g of the hopper. It 
will also be noticed that the mouth (t” of the 
sinuous pay-chute A also stands clear of theside 
walls of the box; hence any tickets which may 
have been paid as fares, and which may stick 
to the glass plate IP or other walls of the hop 
per G, cannot be shaken back or outward 
through the pay-chute, and it will be impos 
sible to abstract the tickets by an instrument, 
as it will be quite impossible to insert an in 
strument through the pay-chute for this pur 
pOSe. 

It is obvious that the hopper G may be made 
with its parts OP in one piece, and of glass, 
metal, or any other suitable material, the con 
struction shown, and herein particularly de 
scribed, being at present preferred. 
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The drawings also show a mirror, T, ar 
ranged beneath the fare-rest H, to reflect to 
the driver the under side of the coin falling 
thereon from the hopper G, and show also a 
bell, U, to be rung by the driver to call for 
fares of the passengers; also the inner door, V, 
of the fare-box, which is held securely closed 
by the fare-deposit drawer N, and show, also, 
various details of a tongued and grooved con 
struction of the Walls or frame of the fare-box, 
allowing the outer glass, R, to be put in place 
after the parts of the box receive their final 
finish, and also allowing, easy renewal of the 
glass should it be broken. 
features of construction need no further ex 
planation here, as they are fully described in 
my prior application for Letters Patent above 
referred to. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A fare-box provided with a fare-receiv 
ing hopper dividing the box between the pay 
hole or chute and the fare-rests or final. de . 
posit drawer into upper and lower compart 
ments, and having a contracted lower end or 
mouth positioned clear of the side walls of 
the fare-box, and said hopper formed with a 
contracted body portion, O, and a plate, P, 
substantially as shown and described. 

2. A fare-box provided with a twisted or 
sinuous pay-chute having its lower end posi 
tioned clear of the side walls of the box, and a 
fare-receiving hopper placed below the dis 
charge end of the chute and dividing the box 
between the chute and the fare-rests or final 
deposit drawer into upper and lower compart 
ments, and having a contracted lower end or 

These last-named 
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mouth positioned clear of the side walls of the 
fare-box, and said hopper formed with a con 
tracted body portion, O, and a plate, P, sub 
stantially as described, for the purposes set 
forth. 

TIMOTHY IL, BEAMAN. 
Witnesses: 

R. J. RANKIN, 
C. POWELL, 
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