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(57) Abstract: Disclosed herein are devices, systems and methods for delivering reduced pressure to a load-bearing wound site. The
device can include a distal port configured to connect to a wound dressing positioned over the wound site; a proximal port located a
distance from the distal port and configured to connect to a reduced pressure source, and a conduit body having an inner channel ex-
tending between the distal port and the proximal port. When the distal port is applied to the wound dressing positioned over the
wound site the proximal port is positioned at a non-load bearing location remote from the wound dressing. The inner channel has a
non-circular profile having a width larger than a height of the conduit body.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group | (Claims 1-22) is drawn to a reduced pressure device comprising: a distal port configured to connect to a wound dressing; a
proximal port configured to connect to a reduced pressure source, wherein when the distal port is applied to the wound dressing
positioned over the wound site the proximal port is positioned at a non-load bearing location remote from the wound dressing; and; a
conduit body comprising an inner channel extending between the distal and proximal port, wherein the inner channel has a non-circular
profile having a width larger than a height of the conduit body.

See Continuation Sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
2

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continued from Box No. IH

Group 1 (Claims 23-41) is drawn to a reduced pressure device comprising: a conduit comprising an upper and lower surface, a
passageway therebetween, a support structure located in the passageway, an inlet and outlet opening; a port coupled to the upper
surface; a first porous tissue protection structure attached to the lower surface of the conduit.

Group Il (Claims 42-45) is drawn to a bridging device comprising: a flat conduit with a passageway containing a foam structure;
a port adhered to a proximal, upper surface of the flat conduit; a dressing attached to a distal, lower surface of the flat conduit; a foam
pad attached to a middle and a proximal lower surface of the flat conduit.

Group IV (Claims 46-48) is drawn to a method comprising: orienting a dressing with a pre-attached bridging conduit about a treatment
site; applying the dressing; positioning a first skin protection structure attached to an external surface of the bridging conduit in contact
with a patient, wherein a second skin protection structure is realeasably preattached to the bridging device .

Group V (Claims 49-58) is drawn to a tissue treatment device, comprising: an elongate body with an enlarged proximal end and a distal
end smaller than the proximal end, and a cavity therebetween; an elongate support structure located in the cavity and configured to
facilitate transmission of reduced pressure along the elongate body;a tubing connector attached to the enlarged proximal end of the
elongate body and in communication with a proximal opening of the elongate body; and a wound cover attached to the distal end of the
elongate body and in communication with a distal opening of the elongate body, the wound cover comprising a non-rectangular,
nonsquare, non-circular, non-oval shape.

Group VI (Claims 59-60) is drawn to a method comprising: attaching at least one wound cover to a treatment site, wherein a foam-
based conduit with a tubing connector is pre-coupled to the at least one wound cover; externally compressing the foam-based conduit;
attaching a vacuum source to the foam-based conduit; and activating the vacuum source after externally compressing the foam-based
conduit.

The inventions listed as Groups I-VI do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Groups |-Vl share the technical feature of a distal and proximal port, wherein the distal port is connected to a wound dressing, and
wherein a conduit extends therebetween, as shown by US 2009/0312728 A1 to Randolph et al. (hereinafter Randoiph). Randolph
teaches a distal and proximal port, wherein the distal port is connected to a wound dressing, and wherein a conduit extends
therebetween (para[0031]; Fig. 1; elbow port has a distal and proximal port, the distal end connected to a wound dress).

The inventions of Groups I-VI each recite a special technical feature above and beyond the shared technical feature and method. In
particular:

The special technical feature of Group | is the proximal port is positioned at a non-load bearing location remote from the wound
dressing; and a conduit body comprising an inner channel extending between the distal and proximal port, wherein the inner channel
has a non-circular profile having a width larger than a height of the conduit body, not required by the inventions of Groups II-VI.

The special technical feature of Group Il is a support structure located in the passageway, and a first porous tissue protection structure
attached to the lower surface of the conduit, not required by the inventions of Groups |, Il1-VI

The special technical feature of Group lll is a fiat conduit with a passageway containing a foam structure; and a foam pad attached to a-
middle and a proximal lower surface of the flat conduit, not required by the inventions of Group I-ll, and IV-V.

The special technical feature of Group IV is orienting a dressing with a pre-attached bridging conduit about a treatment site; applying the
dressing; positioning a first skin protection structure attached to an external surface of the bridging conduit in contact with a patient,
wherein a second skin protection structure is realeasably preattached to the bridging device, not required by the inventions of Groups |-
ll, V-vI.

The special technical feature of Group V is an elongate body with an enlarged proximal end and a distal end smaller than the proximal
end, and a cavity therebetween; an elongate support structure located in the cavity and configured to facilitate transmission of reduced
pressure along the elongate body; a tubing connector attached to the enlarged proximal end of the elongate body and in communication
with a proximal opening of the elongate body; andthe wound cover comprising a non-rectangular, nonsquare, non-circular, non-oval
shape, not required by the inventions of Groups I-1V, VI.

The special technical feature of Group VI is attaching at least one wound cover to a treatment site, wherein a foam-based conduit with a
tubing connector is pre-coupled to the at least one wound cover; externally compressing the foam-based conduit; attaching a vacuum
source to the foam-based conduit; and activating the vacuum source after externally compressing the foam-based conduit, not required
by the inventions of Groups I-V.

None of these technical features are common to the other groups, nor do they correspond to a special technical feature in the other
groups. Therefore, unity of invention is lacking because the groups do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature
making a contribution over the prior art. Therefore, unity of invention is lacking.
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