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This invention relates to improvements 
in costumers or hall trees. - 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved costumer consisting 
5 entirely of metal and in which the upright 
post is firmly and securely held in the base 
portion so as not to be liable to come loose 
or to turn or to become wholly disconnected. 
More specifically, it is the object of this 

10 invention to provide a costumer of sheet 
metal construction with a panel post which 
is particularly well adapted for the posi 
tioning of the hooks at the top so as to 
prevent accidental turning of the same. 

It is also the object of this invention to 
provide an improved and efficient means of 
securing the post to the base by the spot 
welding process. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

20 vide such a costumer construction in which 
an upright post is formed from a single 
piece of sheet metal, thereby possessing a 
high degree of simplicity as well as perma 
nency of construction and also presenting 

25 a highly pleasing appearance. 
Other objects will appear from the foll 

lowing description and claims when con 
sidered together with the accompanying 
drawings. 
Fig.1 shows our improved costumer in 

side elevation with portions broken away; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of several 
parts showing their construction and man 
ner of assembly; Fig. 3 is an inverted plan 

35 view of the costumer with the base arms 
broken away; Fig. 4 is a sectional view tak 
en on line 4-4, Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a detailed 
sectional view taken on line 5-5, Fig. 1; 
and Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 

40 6-6, of Fig. 1. 
The base portion comprises the channel 

members 1 and 2 which are each formed 
principally of a single piece of sheet metal 
having the three sides, as clearly illustrated 

45 in Fig. 2. The channel member 2 has the 
cut-out portions 3 at opposite sides and mid 
way of the length thereof, and is provided 
also with the opening 4 through the base of 
the channel at the same point with respect 

50 to the length of the channel member. The 
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channel member 1 is formed with a cut-out 
portion midway of the length thereof, as 
indicated in Fig. 2, this cut-out portion 
extending substantially half way through 
the depth of the channel member, thereby 
providing an opening through the middle 
thereof. The cut-outportion in the channel 
member 1 is of such form and size as to re 
ceive the channel member 2 and to provide 
an interlocking engagement therewith, some 
what on the order of the familiar and well 
known egg crate partition structure. That 
is to say, channel member 2 is nested in the 
cut-out portion of the channel member 1 
in such a manner that the end edges of the 
receSS 3 will engage the outer surface of the 
side walls of the channel member 1, while at 
the same time the end edges of the cut-out 
portion of channel member 1 will engage 
the Outer surface of the side walls of chan 
nel member 2, and the opening through 
the two channel members will be in registry 
So as to afford an opening through the cen 
ter of the completed base. 
The ends of the channel members are pro 

vided with feet which comprise the foot por 
tions 5 of angular form, the two sides of 
which extend up between the side walls of 
the channel members and are provided also 
with reinforcing angular portions 6 ar 
ranged within the foot portions 5, as indi 
cated in Fig. 1. There are provided also 
the end plates 7, and all of these several 
parts are secured together by welding. The 
foot portions 5 are provided with suitable 
knobs 58 on their lower sides for resting 
upon the floor. 
The upright post is made up of a single 

piece of sheet metal and is given the par 
ticular form indicated in the drawings, al 
though it is to be understood that it may 
be of any other desirable polygonal or non 
circular form in cross section. In the pres 
ent case, this post has the four square corner 
portions 8 and the intermediate panels 9, 
this post being closed together by means of 
the joint 10, as indicated in Fig. 3. Ex 
tending the greater part of the length of 
the post and within the same there is pro 
vided the channel member 11 which serves 
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as a reinforcing means and also serves as a 
backing for the joint 10 which may be Weld 
ed. The lower end of this post projects 
into the opening, above described as being 
provided at the central point of the base 
member, and the locking or wedge mem 
bers 12 are placed in the panel portions so 
as to fit tightly between the same and the 
side Walls of the channel members, as indi 
cated in Figs. 3 and 4. All of these several 
parts are secured together by spot welding 
to the opposite sides of members 12. The 
spur ends 12 serve to limit the movement 
of these members in assembling the same 
and also ensure completely closing the space 
at these points, thereby adding to the ap 
pearance of the structure as well. 
At the upper end of the post, the hook 

members 13 are positioned in the panel por 
tions and are secured by means of screws 14 
which extend through the panel portions, 
and the channel member 11 as well as the 
supplemental, reversely arranged short chan 
nel member 11. The channel members 11 
and 11 serve as a backing means for the 
screws 14. The cap 15 is a cast metal mem 
ber and has a neck 16 which fits tightly in 
the upper end of the post. 
Thus we have provided a costumer which 

is of extremely neat and attractive appear 
ance, it being also possible to coat the cos 
tumer with any color of finish according to 
the style and dress of the rest of the furni 
ture. This costumer is also very durable 
since there is no danger of the post becom 
ing loose at the base portion, this durability 
and dependability being made possible by 
the provision of the non-circular form of 
post which engages in an opening of corre 
sponding form in the base portion. Further 
more, the parts are securely held against 
accidental separation because of the welding 
process used in securing the all-metal con 
struction together. - 
The base portions of the hooks 13 which 

fit into the panels 9 are prevented from acci 
dental turning, in case only a single screw 
14 should be used for each one, this being 
made possible by the engagement of the 
straight side edges of the base portion of the 
hook with the angular portions 8. - 
The angular portions at the corners of 

the post serve also to reinforce the same as 
well as to enhance the artistic appearance. 
Other advantages of our improved struc 

ture will be apparent to those who are skilled 
in the art. - 

Finally, it is to be understood that the 
principles of the present invention may be 
embodied in other and various specific forms 
of structure, the present disclosure being 
intended merely for purposes of illustration 
of the invention as here and now to be 
claimed. 

base of the fourth post channel and its two 
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What we claim is: 
1. In a costumer, a one-piece sheet metal 

post having at least two of its sides each 
provided with a longitudinally extending 
channel of generally irectangular cross di 
mension, a one-piece sheet metal reenforc 
ing member arranged within the upper end 
portion of said post and having at least two 
sides engaging the bases of at least two post 
channels, clothes supporting hooks having 
their bases arranged within and fitting the 
channels of said posts, and securing means 
for said hooks, said securing means passing 
through the bases of said hooks, said post, 
and said reenforcing member, thereby secur 
ing in assembly the post, the reenforcing 
member and said hooks. -- 

2. In a costumer, a one-piece sheet metal 
post having each of its four sides provided 
with a longitudinally extending channel of 
generally rectangiar cross dimension, a one 
piece sheet metal channel shaped reenforc 
ing member arranged within the upper end 
portion of said post and having its base and 
its two sides engaging the bases of three of 
the post channels, a second one-piece sheet 
metal channel shaped reenforcing member 
arranged within the upper end portion of 
said post and having its base engaging the 
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sides lying within and engaging the sides of 
said first mentioned reenforcing member, 
clothes supporting hooks having their bases 
arranged within and fitting the channels 
of said post, and securing means for said ' 
hooks, said securing means passing through 
the bases of said hooks, said post, and said 
reenforcing members, thereby securing in 
assembly the post, the reenforcing member's 
and said hooks. 
In testimony whereof we hereby affix our 

signatures. 
ROBERT F. CARENTER. 

THOMAS F, ANDERSON. 
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