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This invention relates to display racks and 
more particularly to racks for holding columns of 
articles such as cigarette cartons and the like. 
A popular method of merchandizing packaged 

products involves the displaying of the products 
so that the purchaser may himself select and 
extract a desired product from among the Selec 
tion offered. In the case of self-service displays 
for cartons of cigarettes, the arrangement 
should be such that each of the several brands 
offered is identifiable. Further, the cartons 
should be so supported that a desired brand may 
be extracted from the display Without deranging the remaining cartons. 
To this end the present invention provides an 

improved display rack for cigarette cartons and 
the like which is fabricated from wire to pro 
vide a framework which is light in weight and 
relatively inconspicuous, but which is capable 
of supporting a large Supply of cigarette cartons. 
The rack is arranged, according to the inven 

tion, with hinged sides and shelves so that it may 
be folded flat to facilitate shipping, handling and 
storing. Front divider and shelf components are 
provided with simple hook means So that the 
sides of the unit may be held open and the Shelves 
Supported without the use of Special tools Or 
complicated fasteners. The front divider is pref 
erably supported by the side portions in a posi 
tion to afford additional support for the shelves. 
The basic structure is such that shelves may be 
provided in sufficient numbers to accommodate 
cartons of a large number of cigarette brands, 
each brand having one or more of its own shelves 
to avoid the necessity of stacking cartons of one 
brand directly on top of cartons of another brand. 
The invention, as Well as other features and 

advantages thereof may be better understood by 
referring to the following specification describing 
a preferred form of the invention and taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing in which 
Figure 1 is a view, in perspective, of a portion 

of a display rack unit in a stage of assembly; 
Figure 2 is a front divider portion adapted to 

be combined with the portion of Fig. 1 to form a complete unit; 
Figure 3 is a view, in perspective, of a com 

plete and assembled unit; and 
Figure 4 is a view, in perspective, correspond 

ing to Fig. 3, but showing the unit filled with 
cartons for display purposes. 

Referring to Figure 4, the invention is shown 
in the form of a wire rack 0 for Supporting a 
plurality of cigarette cartons C, the cartons being 
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Supported in double columns , 2, 3, 4 and 
5, with their ends contained in a common ver 

tical plane at the forward end of the rack. The 
respective double columns are supported by lower 
shelf portions fict, 2d, 3d, 4d, and 5a, and each 
column is divided by intermediate shelf portions 

b, 2b, 3b, 4t and 5b. If desired, one or 
more of the columns may be subdivided, as by a shelf portion 5c, for example. 
The unit is comprised of a back portion 6, 

Side portions and 8, and a front or column 
dividing portion 9, which is mounted just rear 
wardly of the forward plane of the exposed ends 
of the cartons. The cartons C in the lower 
halves of the respective columns may be iden 
tified by name plates (not shown) received in 
name plate holders 20, and the cartons in the 
upper halves may be identified by means of 
name plates received in holders 2. If desired, a 
large holder 22 for a display-identifying sign 
may be Supported at the top of the rack. 
As best seen in Fig. 1, the back portion 6 con 

prises a Series of horizontal or transverse men 
bers 23, which may be formed of heavy gauge 
Wire, and the ends of which are formed With 
hinging loops 23d. The horizontal members 23 
are attached, as by Welding, soldering or the 
like, to a series of vertical members 24, also 
formed of Wire. The outernost vertical men 
bers 24 may be extended upwardly to support 
the sign holder 22 and name plate holder 2. 
A diagonal member 25 may be attached to the back portion for purposes of rigidity. 
Each of the side portions and 8 is con 

prised of an inverted, U-shaped wire frame 26 
having depending vertical limbs or members 26a. 
Each frame 26 is hinged to the back portion 6 
by means of a vertical member 26 a received in 
the hinging loops 23a of the back portion. Each 
of the vertical members 26d. is formed at its de 
pending end With a foot portion 26b and a series 
of horizontal or transverse members 2 are at 
tached to the vertical members. Supplementary 
frame portions 28 may be secured Within the 
side portions 7 and 8 to provide reinforcement 
and, if desired, to provide side panels for hold 
ing additional Signs. Certain of the horizontal 
members 27 underlie and certain overlie the hing 
ing loops 23a of the back portion is so that the 
latter is Secured against vertical movement. 

Hingedly attached to the lower horizontal 
member 23 of the back portion 6 is a lower shelf 
assembly including the individual shelf portions 
ta. . . . 5d. Attached to an intermediate hori 
Zontal member 23 is the intermediate shelf assem 
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bly comprising the shelf portions b . . . 5b. 
The shelf portions are comprised of a number of 
hinging members 29, the inner ends of which 
are looped about the horizontal members 23 of 
the back portion and the outer ends of which 
are attached to a pair of horizontal supporting 
memberS 39. Opposite ends of the horizontal 
members 30 are formed with downwardly open 
ing hooks 39a. The individual shelf portions 

a . . . Sa and b . . . .55 are attached to 
the horizontal members 3 and comprise U 
shaped elements, the closed ends of which are up 
turned to form vertical barriers for defining the 
positions of the lowermost cartons or for sup 
porting name plate holders if such are used. 
The single shelf portion f 5c may be hingedly at 
tached directly to a back member 23. 
The unit is completed by means of the column 

dividing portion 9 which comprises three hori 
ZOntal or transverse members 3 formed at their 
respective ends with downwardly opening hooks 
3 fa. The horizontal members are joined by a 
series of vertical members 32 which are spaced 
apart by a distance corresponding to the width 
of a double column. A support 32d may be pro 
vided at the bottom of the dividing portion to 
assist in handling and assembling. 
The unit is assembled by Swinging the side 

portions and 8 forwardly so that the dividing 
portion 9 may rest, by means of its hooks 3ia, 
On certain of the horizontal members 27 of the 
Side portions. The lower and intermediate shelf 
portions are at the Sane time swung down 
Wardly to rest on the horizontai members 3 of 
the dividing polition 9 and also so that the hooks 
3ta, thereof inay engage horizontal members 2 
of the side portions. Wire guides 33 may be at 
tached to the side portions to set the position of 
the divider at a point spaced slightly rearwardiy 
of the forwald ends of the shelf portions. The 
hinged, single shelf portion 5c, which subdivides 
the right hand coluinn into three parts, is sup 
ported by means of a shoulder 34 attached to 
One of the upright in embers 32 of the divider 
portion and by a second shoulder 35 attached to 
the side portion i. The unit may be knocked down by detaching 
the dividing portion 3, swinging the shelf por 
tions upwardly 90 degrees and swinging the side 
portions backwardly 270 degrees to engage the 
back Surface of the back portion 6. A flat unit 
results which may be conveniently shipped, 
Stored and the like. It will be understood that 
the unit may be quickly assembled without the 
use of Special toois or clanping fixtures into a 
light-Weight, rigid, quadrilateral structure hav 
ing a plurality of Shelf portions for supporting 
columns of packaged articles, such as cartons of 
cigarettes, for example. 
The cartons are stacked as best seen in Fig. 4 

in double columns which are so divided by the 
vertical members 32 that a large number of dif 
ferent brands Inay ge accornmodated and so that 
a carton of any particular brand may be readily 
extracted by a purchaser. 

it will be understood that the width of certain 
of the shelf portions Inay be increased to accoin 
modate cartons for large size cigarettes. Fur 
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4. 
ther, the number of shelves provided may be 
widely varied to suit particular needs. The in 
vention should not, therefore, be limited save as 
described by the following claim: 

I claim: A collapsible display rack comprising a pair of 
side portions having their respective peripheries 
defined by a wire bent into an inverted U Con 
figuration in which the depending ends of the 
vertical limbs are upturned to form foot-portions 
for the rack, transyerse Supporting membel'S 
bridging the vertical limbs, a back portion com 
prising a plurality of vertically spaced-apart 
horizontal Wire in enabers, the respective ends of 
at least Some of which are looped about the rear 
nost vertical limbs of the respective side por 
tions, whereby the side portions may be SWung 
between an inactive position in the plane of the 
back portion and an active position normal to 
the plane of the back portion, a diagonal mem 
ber and 3, plurality of vertical members attached 
to the horizontal members of the back portion, a 
plurality of shelf portions pivotally attached to 
horizontal members of the back portion and 
adapted to be swung between horizontal and 
vertical planes, said shelf portions including a 
pluraity of hinging members having their ends 
looped about holizontal members of the back 
portion, a plurality of horizontal shelf members 
joi:2ed to said hinging members and having 
downwardly opening hook portions formed on 
opposite ends thereof to engage the transverse 
Supporting linenbers of said side portions, a plu 
'ality of U-shaped shelf members attached to 
said horizontai shelf members and adapted to 
project forwardly in cantilever fashion beyond 
the foil Wardly disposed vertical limbs of the side 
portions, upturned end portions on said U-shaped 
shelf menhibers, and a front portion for anchor 
ing the Side portions in their active positions, 
for affording additional support for said shelf 
portions and for defining product receiving col 
Lions, Said front portion comprising a plurality 
of vertically Spaced-apart horizontal wire mem 
bers and a plurality of horizontaliy Spaced-apart 
vertically disposed wire meabers, said horizon 
tai members being formed with downwardly 
Opening hook portions to attach to the support 
ing members of said side portions, whereby said 
horizontal wire meinbers of the front portion 
underiie the shelf portions at points spaced in 
wardiy fronn the upturned end portions of the U 
shaped members of the shelf portions, said as 
Senabled rack being adapted to support product 
containers and the like stacked on said respective 
Sheif portions in columns defined by the verti 
cally disposed members of the front portion. 
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