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My invention relates broadly to seats and more particu-
larly to a portable collapsible seat which may be readily
carried in a compact folded position and unfolded to pro-
vide an individual seat, garment protective means and
backrest.

This application is a continuation-in-part of my appli-
cation Serial No. 254,303, filed November 1, 1951, for
Collapsible Seat, now abandoned.

One of the objects of my invention is to provide an im-
proved construction of collapsible seat formed from rela-
tively inexpensive foldable material which may be carried
in folded position in a compact package and unfolded to
provide a protective seat, garment protective means and
backrest for use at athletic events, circuses, carnivals, fairs
and public gatherings generally.

Another object of my invention is to provide a con-
struction of collapsible seat which may be readily formed
on a mass production scale at low cost from reenforced
paper board which is scored along prefoldable seams
which readily permit the unfolding of the device into a
seat, garment protective means and backrest while pro-
viding substantial multiple-layered cushion effect beneath
the seat.

Another object of my invention is to provide a collapsi-
ble seat formed from relatively inexpensive flat sheet ma-
terial scored for folding into a seat portion with a garment
protective portion and a backrest, wherein the upper por-
tion of the backrest includes a handle means disposed
therein and adapted to coact with handle means formed
in the garment protective portion whereby the -device,
when folded, may be readily transported.

Still another object of my invention is to provide an
arrangement of carrying and fastening means for the fold-
able portion of a collapsible seat consisting of handle
means formed in the upper portion of the backrest of the
seat and coacting handle means formed in a garment pro-
tective portion coextensive with the seat of the device, the
said handle means interlocking to facilifate carrying of
the device in folded position.

Other and further objects of my invention reside in
the arrangement of interlocking parts forming a-carrying
handle for a foldable seat as set forth more fully in the
specification hereinafter following by reference to the ac-
companying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the portable collap-
sible seat of my invention shown in folded position and
illustrating the handle means for facilitating transporta-
tion of the device;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the collapsible seat shown
in unfolded position ready for use and illustrating .the
front vertical apron which connects with the seat portion
of the device and which serves as a protective means for
the garments of the user of the seat, the view also il-
lustrating the coacting handle means formed in the apron
and in the upper portion of the backrest;

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through the seat when
in use as a cover for a conventional stadium seat;

Fig. 4 is a plan view showing the flat blank from-which
the seat of my invention is formed;
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Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view illustrating -the seat
in folded position and taken substantially on line 5—5.of
Fig. 1; :

Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken through the
seat in folded position substantially on line 6—6 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 7 is a horizontal sectional view taken substantially

-online 7—7 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing the handle means

in the upper portion of the backrest and the handle means
in the protective apron in juxtaposition ready to be inter-

locked;

Fig. 9 shows the handle means in the backrest and the
handle means in the protective apron folded into inter-
locking relation;

Fig. 10 is a vertical sectional view through the inter-
locking parts forming the handle means taken substantial-
ly on line 10—16 of Fig. 9 and illustrating one of the in-
terlocking lugs in end elevation;

Fig. 11 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 11—11
of Fig. 9 and showing one of the interlocking lugs in ver-
tical section, the interlocking lugs maintaining the handle
means in coacting interlocked relation for purposes of
carrying;

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a modified form of col-
lapsible seat embodying my invention;

‘Fig. 13 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 13—13
of Fig. 12; and

Fig. 14 is a perspective view showing the seat of Figs.
12 and 13 expanded to open position and illustrating par-
ticularly the protective vertical apron and the handle

.means therein.

My invention is directed to a construction of reenforced
cardboard collapsible seat which may be die-pressed and
scored on a mass production scale. The reenforced card-
board seats thus prepared may be shipped in bulk in a
single thickness enabling many hundreds of the preformed
seas to be shipped in a relatively small package, thus mini-
mizing transpertation costs and rendering the shipment
convenient for handling. Upon delivery the scored reen-
forced cardboard sheets are ready for immediate individu-
al'packaging by folding of portions of the blank along the
scored lines, the portions of ‘the seat being capable of

‘being conveniently fastened together or interlocked in com-

pact-individual carrying position. The blank from which
the collapsible seat of my invention is formed is scored
along a pair of spaced vertically extending lines dividing
the blank into a vertically extending central portion and a
pair of side portions. The central portion of the blank is
provided with transversely extending scorings, one of
which divides the blank into a backrest and a seat and the
other of which is disposed adjacent the front of the seat
and divides the seat into a front vertical apron and a
horizontal bottom portion. The substantially centrally
transverse scoring is formed by a pair of closely adjacent
parallel extending scorings to accommodate the thickness
of the material of the seat when folded. The side por-
tions of the blank are ornamentally curved at their edges
and are provided with angularly extending scorings to fa-
cilitate the folding and the unfolding of the device and
the securing of multiple folds beneath the horizontal bot-
tom portion. The superimposed layers provide a cush-
ioning for the seat and serve to protect the user against
the seepage or infiltration of moisture through the several
laminations.

The protective apron and the upper portion of the
backrest when aligned coact to form a handle for readily
carrying the device in collapsed position.

Referring to the drawings in detail, reference character
1 designates the preformed ‘blank ‘which is diescut ‘to ‘the

'shape shown in Fig. 4 and scored along a pair of spaced

vertically extending lines 2 and 3 dividing the sheet
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into a central portion 4 and a pair of side portions 5 and
6. The side portions 5 and 6 are ornamentally curved
along their peripheries as indicated at 5a and 64. The
blank is transversely scored along lines 7, 8 and 8. The
transverse scorings 7 and § are closely adjacent each other
and accommodate the thickness of the sheet material when
folded and serve to divide the blank into a backrest 10
and a seat 11. The transverse scoring © divides the seat
into a front vertical apron 12 and a horizontal bottom
portion 14.

The lowermost portions of the sides 5 and é are pro-
vided with diagonally extending scorings 5b and 6b which
enable the side portions 5 and 6 to be folded upon them-
selves and then folded around the vertical scorings 2 and
3 to a position beneath the bottom portion 14 as repre-
sented more clearly in Figs. 6 and 7. When thus folded
the horizontal bottom portion 14 is protected in the sup-
porting surface at least by two thicknesses of the material
comprising the seat so that a multiple lamination is formed
consisting of at least three thicknesses of sheet material
in the horizontal bottom portion as represented at 14, 14a
and 14p in Figs. 6 and 7. This laminated arrangement
is maintained by means of staples 17 and 18 which ex-
tend through the horizontal bottom portion 14 and the
folded portions 34a and 14b coextensive therewith. The
side portions 3 and § which are folded beneath the bot-
tom portion 14 overlap each other as represented at 5b
and 6b in Fig. 1, thereby increasing the cushioning effect
to five plys at the forward central portion of the seat. The
upper portion of the backrest 10 is centrally die-cut as
represented at 19, forming a hinged tongue 28 having a
pair of upstanding lugs 21 and 22 at opposite ends thereof
and leaving a corresponding set of aligned apertures in
the backrest 10 at 23 and 24 as shown more particularly
in Figs. 2 and 8. When the bottom portion is foided
into position against backrest 18 as illustrated in Fig. 5
the tongue 20 is projected through an aligned aperture
represented at 25 formed in the apron 12. The aperture
25 is provided with a pair of inwardly projecting end
portions 26 and 27 alignable with the lugs 21 and 22, re-
spectively, and forming an interlock therebetween as
represented more clearly in Figs. 1, 5,9, 10 and 11, there-
by maintaining the backrest 16 and seat 11, and the apron
12, in interlocked relation to facilitate carrying. In other
words the tongue 29 is hinged through a pair of folds 20a
and 20b, to the backrest 10, so that the tongue 26 may be
passed through the aperture 25 in the front apron 12 when
the front apron 32 is moved into position adjacent the
upper portion of backrest 1. After the tongue 28 has
been passed through aperture 25 the lugs 21 and 22 inter-
lock behind the projections 26 and 27 maintaining the
seat in folded carrying position.

When the seat is to be opened and placed in use it is
only necessary to push the tongue 28 out of interlocking
engagement and through the aperture 25 in front apron 12
whereupon the seat is readily unfoldable along angularly
extending scorings 86 and 65 in the sides 5 and 6 and the
seat placed in use.

Figs. 12-14 show a modified form of my invention
wherein the upper portion of the backrest 18 and the
foldable vertical front apron 12 are both provided with
apertures shown at 30 and 31, respectively. These aper-
tures are formed by spaced parallei extending edges con-
nected at their ends by curved portions forming a slot
through which the fingers may be extended. The aper-
tures are elongated with their longitudinal axes extending
substantially parallel with the transversely extending sub-
stantially central scoring. When the seat is cellapsed to
carrying position, as represented in Fig. 13, the apertures
30 and 31 are transversely aligned and constitute a double
handle for supporting and carrying the seat. In this
form of my invention there is no interiock between the
handle means as provided in the form of my invention
illustrated in Figs. 1-11 and the parts of the seat are
maintained in collapsed position by their normal ten-
dency to remain in folded position and by the fingers
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of the hand which are passed through the aligned slots
while the seat is being carried.

The seat of my invention is highly practical as a cover
for conventional stadium seats as indicated at 28 in Fig.
3. Inasmuch as the front vertical apron 12 extends
over the front edge of the stadium seat 28 this serves
as a protector for the garments of the user preventing
the rubbing of coats, trousers, skirts, hose, etc. against
the rough possibly splintering front edge of the stadium
seat indicated at 28.

While T have described my invention in certain of
its preferred embodiments, I realize that mocdifications
may be made and I desire that it be understood that no
limitations upon my invention are intended other than
may be imposed by the scope of the appended ciaims.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is as follows:

1. A foldable seat formed from flat sheet material
having preformed scorings thereon including a pair of
spaced substantially longitudinally extending scorings and
a pair of transversely extending scorings one of which is
disposed substantially central and divides said sheet into
a backrest and a seat, and the other of which is disposed
adjacent the front of said seat and divides said seat into
a front vertical apron and a horizontal bottom portion,
said apron being movable downwardly into a plane sub-
stantially normal to the plane of said horizontal bottom
portion to form a front clothes shield along the front
edge of the horizontal bottom portion of said seat, said
longitudinally extending scorings also defining side por-
tions coextensive with said backrest and seat, the side por-
tions below said transversely extending substantially cen-
tral scoring having diagonzlly disposed scorings therein
extending from the junctions of said substantially central
scoring and said substantially longitudinally extending
scorings whereby the said side portions are foldable along
said diagonal scorings and arcund the longitudinally ex-
tending scorings to a position beneath the seat in a plane
substantially normal to the plane of said backrest for
forming a multiple ply bottom structure for said seat
and a rear abutment for said apron when said apron is
folded downwardly in a plane substantially normal to
the plane of the bottom portion of said seat, handle means
disposed in the upper portion of said backrest and co-
acting handle means formed in said frent vertical apron,
both of said handle means being transversely alignable
with each other when the plane of said front vertical
apron is flattened against the surface of the top of said
backrest for forming a carrying handle with said back-
rest and seat folded about said transversely extending
substantially central scoring in a position for transporta-
tion.

2. A foldable seat as set forth in claim 1 in which
said diagonally disposed scorings in said side portions
diverge symmetrically outwardly from opposite ends of
said substantially central transverse scoring in the di-
rection of the other of said transverse scorings and where-
in the side portions when folded beneath said horizontal
bottom portien overlap at the adjacent ends thereof with
the front edges thereof disposed in lineal alignment, and
means for fastening the overlapping ends of said side
portions through said horizontal bottom portion.
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