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teenths of an inch by seven-sixteenths of an 
inch. This opening is cut through the part 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN E. GOGLE, a citizen 
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of the United States, residing at Middleville, 
in the county of Barry and State of Michigan, 
have invented a new and useful Improvement 
in Seals, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to a new and im 

proved seal, and the invention consists in a 
lock seal made from a single piece of sheet 
metal or other suitable material, formed into 
suitable shape for sealing a freight car and 
locking the seal in position without the use of 
rivets, soldering, or other mechanical means, 
except the mere folding of the blank so that 
the same cannot be removed without break 
ing it; and the objects of the invention are, 
first, to form a cheap and efficient seal for 
freight cars and other similar purposes, which . 
can obviate the necessity of soldering or riv 
eting and which can only be removed by 
severing the strip of metal or material from 
which the same is made; second, to construct 
a seal in a simple and cheap manner which 
can readily be applied by hand. These ob 
jects Iaccomplish by means of the mechanism 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 shows a plan view of the blank 
cut in form for the seal, and preferably made 
from a thin piece of sheet metal, or other simi 
lar metallic substance. Fig.2 shows the body 
of the seal folded, and the hook at the end of 
the narrow part of the seal bent in position 
for insertion into the opening, which is shown 
by J in Fig. 2, thereby forming a complete 
seal. Fig. 3 shows the seal locked in posi 
tion as the same will appear when applied in 
sealing a freight car or other article. Fig. 4 
is a sectional view of the seal showing its 
parts in locked position. 

Referring now to Fig. 1, A represents a pro 
jecting locking point which is adapted to 
bend at its base where it is integral with a 
body portion B. This point A is preferably 
made triangular in form, as shown, but may 
be made in any suitable form, to engage with 
the opening K in a strap portion E herein 
after described. When the projecting point 
Aisbent over it substantially covers the rect 
angular opening G, which opening in an or 
dinary size of locking seal would be five-six 

B. The part B is folded on the perpendicu 55 lar lines Y Z shown in Fig. 1, which folding 
parts are designated by N and M. The parts 
N and Mare bent over on the lines Y and Z 
so as to rest upon the surface of the part B. 
The part or section B is bent over along the 
line R onto the part or section C, and the 
edges of the part C, viz: O and P, are bent 
over along the lines W and X so as to par 
tially cover the parts NM. Then the parts so 
bent, including A, B and C, are bent over on 6 
the line S-S, so that the slots H and I will 
register with each other. The part D is then 
bent on the line T-T so that its opposite 
sides will fold close together. The strap or 
part E which is integral with the part D is 
then drawn through the openings H and I as 
far as the part D will allow. 
K is an opening near the extremity of the 

strap E farthest from part D, which opening 
is preferably triangular in form, and strap 
E is bent on the line U so as to form a hook 
F. The seal now is in the form shown in Fig. 
2 and is ready to be applied to the car or other 
article designed to be sealed. 
The seal is applied as follows: Take hold 

of the strap or extension E and bend it in a 
circle in either direction so that the hook F 
on the strap E is inserted into the opening 
shown by J, the strap being inserted until the 
hook F drops into the opening G. Then by 
slightly pulling back, the hook F slips under 
B forcing down the point Aso that it engages 
and passes through the opening K, forming a 
complete lock and fastening within the box 
formed by the folded parts hereinbefore de 
scribed. 

I have described my preferred form, but it 
will be understood that changes may be made 
in the form without departing from the in 
vention. - 

When the seal is thus folded and locked 
thore is no Way to remove the same from the 
body to which it is attached except hy sever 
ing the strap E. 
The seal as thus constructed is composed 

of two parts, to wit: the binding strap E, and 
the body forming the lock which is composed 
of the folded sections and lock therein. 
I provide for convenience a notch or small 
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hole W in order to facilitate the breaking of 
the seal. This however may be dispensed 
With. 
In order to remove the seal after it has been 

applied it is necessary to sever the strap E 
at some point. The name of the railway com 
pany, station names, numbers, &c., may be 
printed on the strap E, and the patent mark, 
if desired, can be applied on the exposed side 
Of D. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim to have invented, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. A seal composed of a strip of metal hav 
ing a widened end folded transversely to form 
a body portion composed of a plurality of sec 
tions folded together and provided with slots 
and a locking projection, and a binding strap 
integral with and extended from said body 
portion and provided with a hooked and 
slotted end adapted to enter the slots of the 
body portion and automatically engage its 
locking projection, substantially as described. 

2. In a seal, the combination with a body 
portion provided with a locking projection 
and comprising a plurality of folded sections 
having slots that register with each other, of 
a hooked and slotted binding strap adapted to 

be passed through the slots in the body por 
tion and automatically engage its locking pro 
jection, substantially as described. 

3. A seal formed of a strip of metal, having 
a projecting point as A, sections as B, C and 
D, an extended strap as E, said section B pro 
vided with an opening G, and sections C and 
D provided with the slots H and I adapted to 
register with each other, also provided with 
the opening J for the insertion of the strap E, 
and the strap E provided with the opening K 
adapted to engage with the locking point A 
when folded in position, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. In a seal, the combination with a body 
portion composed of a plurality of folded and 
slotted sections having at one end an in 
wardly folded and pointed locking projection, 
of a binding strap having one end integral 
with said body portion and provided at its 
other end with a slotted hook adapted to enter 
the slots of the body portion and automati 
cally engage its pointed locking projection, 
substantially as described. 

JOHN E. GOGLE. 
Witnesses: 

MILTON F. JORDAN, 
ERED W, WALKER. 
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