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To att, whon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. CUNNING 

HAM, a citizen of the United States, residing 
in the city and county of Philadelphia, State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Bottle-Stoppers, which 
improvement is fully set forth in the follow 
ing specification and accompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to bottle-stoppers and 

their adjuncts; and it consists of a novel 
Construction of the same whereby the initial 
movement which occurs in opening a bottle 
will cause the bail thereof to contact with a 
recessed lug mounted upon the stopper and 
thus tilt the same to one side or the other, 
thereby greatly facilitating the act of open 
ing said bottle. 

It further consists of novel details of con 
struction, all as will be hereinafter set forth, 
and specifically pointed out in the claims. 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a bot 
tle-stopper embodying my invention and a 
portion of the neck of the bottle to which the 
same is applicable. Fig. 2 represents a ver 
tical sectional view of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 repre 
sents a side elevation showing the position 
the stopper assumes initially in the act of 
opening the bottle. Fig. 4 represents a plan 
view of the stopper. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in the several figures. 
Referring to the drawings, Adesignates the 

neck of a bottle, and B designates the rubber 
portion of the stopper seated thereupon. 
C designates the bail which holds the stop 

per in position and which can be supported 
and actuated in any suitable manner. 
D designates that portion of the stopper em 

bodying my invention, the same consisting of 
the body E, which has the neck F depending 
therefrom, to which latter is attached the 
flange G, which is adapted to be seated in the 
rubber portion B of the stopper. 
H designates upwardly - extending lugs 

which are mounted upon the body E and are 
hollowed or recessed, as will be evident from 
Fig. 4. 
J designates a passage extending through 

the neck F, which has passing therethrough a 
supporting device K for the bail C, said de 
Vice K consisting of wire which is bent at its 

lower portion so as to have the lateral feet L, 
which are held in position between the flange 
G. and the cavity in the portion B, while its 
upper extremities M are slightly curved or 
bulged, so as to form a seat for the reception 
of the bail C, as will be understood from Fig. 
2, said extremities M being contained within 
the recessed lugs H, as will be evident from 
Fig. 4. - 
N designates shoulders formed in said lugs 

H, against one or the other of which the top 
of the bail C will contact in the initial act of 
opening the bottle, as will be evident from 
Fig. 3, whereupon it will be seen that the gas 
contained within the same can readily escape 
and thus greatly facilitate the opening of the 
bottle. 
The operation is as follows: The initial act 

of opening the bottle tends to elevate the bail 
C, and the upper portion of the same will be 
caused to contact with one or the other of the 
shoulders N, and the stopper will be at once 
tilted or canted, as seen in Fig. 3, the effect 
of which will be evident. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 1. A bottle-stopper having a body portion, 
recessed lugs thereon, and a bail-support, the 
arms of which are in the said recessed lugs. 

2. A bottle-stopper consisting of the body 
portion B, the lug H rising therefrom, and 
provided with the shoulders N, the bail C, and 
the supporting device K therefor, the latter 
having feet L, and the curved extremities M. 

3. A bottle-stopper having a body portion, 
lugs thereon, shoulders on said lugs, and a 
bail-support having arms within said lugs. 

4. A bottle-stopper having a body portion, 
a bail-support suitably held, and lugs against 
which the bail is adapted to strike when re 
leased. 

5. A bottle-stopper having a body portion, 
aninclosing rubberthereon, lugs on said body 
portion, shoulders on said lugs, a bail and a 
bail-support within said body portion and 
held in place by said rubber. 

WILLIAM J. CUNNINGHAM. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
WM. C. WIEDERSHEIM. 
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