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This invention relates to a controlling and measuring
garment, and more particularly to a garment designed to
be fitted to-a figure for which a corset is to be made so
that the figure will be controlled or molded to the de-
sired form, and which garment will also facilitate the
taking of measurements after the form or figure has
been properly molded and controlled.

After measurements have been taken over the con-
trolling garment, the corset is made to the measurements
secured, and the figure of the wearer resulting from the
corset will be accurately predetermined by measurements
taken over the controlling garment.

The garment is used particularly by corsetieres and
fitters, and serves not only to mold and control the
figure but also is provided with measuring devices which
will greatly facilitate the taking of measurements by the
corsetiere. - Particular provision is made for a subject
which requires that one side or one portion of a gar-
ment be made larger or smaller than the corresponding
portion at the other side so that the two sides of the
resulting garment are not of identical shape or size. In
other words, it is desirable to bring the center line of
the front and back of the garment correctly to the center
line of the figure at the-front and back while at the same
time providing for a difference in measurement between
the center back and center front on one side and that
on the other side.

It is also desirable in a garment of this kind to pro-
vide for the fitting: and measuring of as great a range
of figures as possible.
that the corsetiere be able to employ one controlling
garment for figures of a great range of sizes. The present
garment has been particularly designed with this in mind
as well as the proper control of the figure and the ease

In other words, it is desirable -
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Fig. 2 is a sectional view on line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but showing the gar-
ment. in a different adjusted position;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is ‘a view similar to Fig. 1 showing a further

adjustment of the garment;
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Fig. 6 is a back view of the garment;

Fig. 7 is a detailed view of a portion of the back of
the garment;

Fig. 8 is'a view of a front panel of modified form suit-
able for use in connection with figures of certain types;
and

Fig. 9 is a rear elevational view of the upper portion
of the back of the garment showing provision for an
extension of the back of the garment.

To illustrate a preferred embodiment of the invention
there is shown in the drawings a garment having a back
section designated particularly by the numeral 10, side:
sections 11 and 12, and a front panel 13. Between the
front panel 13, which is of special construction, and the

... side sections 11 and 12 are front sections 14 and 15

25

30

35

40

which are of a special constructlon to be described here-
inafter.

These front sections are secured to the side sectlons
by lines of stitching as shown at 16 and 17 and secured
to the garment at these lines of stitching are adjustment
straps- 18 upon one side and corresponding straps 19
upon the other side, these straps extending forwardly and

‘being provided at their inner or forward ends with fasten- '

ing means of some type.such as the hooks or buckles
20 and 21. :

The front panel shown more especially in Figs. 1, 2
and 3 is provided at each side edge thereof with fabric
loops 22 and 23 to receive the buckles 20 and 21, and
it is understood these buckles are adjustable on the
straps I8 and 19 respectively so as to “take in” or “let
out” the garment with respect to its girth. This panel
is also conmstructed as shown in Fig. 2 in the form of
a pocket comprising front and back members 24 and 25.
These members are stitched together at their upper and
lower edges as shown at 26 and 27 but leaving one

-, front edge open as'shown at 28 to provide for the in-
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of taking measurements after the garment has been fitted .

to the figure.

One object of the present invention is to provide a
controlling garment which may be employed to confine
and shape the figure of the subject in order that the cor-
rect measurements may be taken, the garment being so
designed that it may be employed in connection with
figures of a wide range of sizes.

A further object of the invention is to provide a con-
trolling and measuring garment of the character de-

scribed- which may -not only be used to mold and con- .

trol the figures of subjects of a wide .range of sizes, but
will facilitate the taking of measurements after the gar-
ment has been fitted upon the subject.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
ﬁttmg and controlling garment which may be capable

of adjustment over a wide range of sizes and also be

capable of being correctly fitted to figures which may
not have the same measurements on one side of the body
that obtain upon the other.

To these.and other ends the invention consists in the

sertion therein of a flap or extension 29 which is sewed
to the front member 24 to form a continuation thereof.
The loops 22 and 23 are provided at each side edge of
the member 24. - )

As shown in Fig. 1, the panel 13 is used in its smallest:

" size or width, that is, with the member 29 folded into-

the pocket formed by the front and back members 24.
and 25, as shown in Fig. 2, and it will be seen that the-
edges of this front panel overlie the edges of the front:

.. sections ‘14 and 15. The straps 18 and 19 will be, of’
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. with these loops.

novel features and combinations of parts to be hereinafter

described and claimed.

In the accompanymg drawmgs

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a controlling and
measunng garment embodying our invention;

70

course, taken up to a greater extent for a smaller size:
figure and the buckles 20 and 21 adjusted thereon so as:
to effect a greater overlap of the adjacent adges of the::
front sections 14 and 15 by the center panel if necessary

. to fit the figure,’

If the size of the figure is such that the panel 13, as:
shown in Fig. 2, would not cover the space between the:
edges of the front sections 14 -and 15, the flap or exten-
sion 29 may be drawn out of the pocket and extended

. outwardly to the right, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. For

this purpose locps 39 are provided upon the ede of the
member 29 so that when this member is extended, as
shown in Fig. 3, the buckles 21 on the right-hand side of
the garment, as shown in the drawmgs, will be engaged
As shown in Fig. 3 of the drawmgs,
the front panel has been extended to its greatest size or
width.

It may sometimes occur that the figure is of such a
size that the extension of the flap or member 29 of.the
front panel is insufficient. It is noted that it is desirable: .
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to have 1n0 gaps | between the various sections of the gar-
ment in order that the flesh of the subject be properly
controlled and confined. In case the front panel when
extended will' mot span the -space between the edges of
the front sections 14 and 15, these sections also have
prov1sron for being extended as iy shown more especrally
in Fig, 4, in connection with: the sectrons 14. As the
section 15 is srmtlarly constructed a separate descnptlon
will not be necessary

As shown in Fig, 4, the section 14 copsists of a front
element 32 and a rear ¢lement 33, the two formmg be-
tween them a pocket having an open front edge 34 into
which may normally be folded a flap 35 wh1ch is a con-
tinuation of the member 33: On figures of ordmary size,

these front sections 14 and 15 are employed, as shown in

Fig. 4, with the section 35 folded into the pocket 34, and
this is illustrated in both Figures. 1 and 3. - However,
upon an exceptionally large figure, as shown in Fig. 5,
the flaps or extensions 35 may be pulled out of the
pockets and extended over the front of the subject below
the front panel 13. When the members 35 are extended
in this manner, it will usually be in connection with the
extension of the front pamel 13 sc that this papel will
consist, as shown in Fig. 5, of the two sections 24 and 29.

With this construction, it will be seen that a garment
will fit a large range of sizes as to girth and at the same
time will completely enclose the figure so as to properly
:control it.

In order to facilitate the taking of measurements, both’

front and back of the garment are provided with indicia
‘to indicate the length of the garment from the waistline
and also the girth. For example, as shown in Fig. 1,
the waistline is indicated at 37 and numerals 1 and 2 are
placed above the waistline to show measurements 1 and 2
inches thereabove. The corsetiere or fitter can then as-
certain the desired height of the garment above the waist-
line for this particular. figure without the use -of a tape
measure. Likewise numerals 5, 6, 7 and so.forth are
provided on the front panel 13 as well as on the side
sections” 11 and 12 so that the length of the garment
below. the waistline at the front and hips may be readily
.ascertained.

Likewise measurement of the girth of the garment is
facilitated by the employment of the straps 18 and 19 for
this purpose. For example, one side of the strap 18 is
provided with the indicia. 24, 25, 26 and so forth, which
indicia measure the entire girth of the garment from the
center line 40 of the front panel. In other words, if the
free end of one of the straps 18 is brought over the
front line 49 of the garment, as shown at the upper por-
tion of Fig. 1, and the numeral 25 appears over the line
40, this will mean that the ﬁcure measures 25 1nches at
the waist. Therefore, it is seen that the measurement is
automatlcally made by the’ adjustment of the strao 18 to
fit the sub}ect The only thing necessary to do is to bring
the ‘strap back over. the front of the garment to the line
40 as the figures are so provided on the strap that they
are measured from the line 40 as a zero point around the
garment. '

Likewise provision is made for measuring one, s1de of
the garment, that is from the center line of the back to
the center line of the front.. As shown in Fig. 1, the
backs of the straps 19 are provided with indicia 12, 13,
14 15, and so forth, which indicia measure from the
center of the back so that when this strap is brought over
the front panel 13 and the figures lined up with the center
line 49, the measurement upon one side of the corset can
be taken. When this is subtracted from the full meas-
urement that of the other side will be known. In this
way the center line 48 can be lined up at the center of
the front of the figure and likewise the center of the back
section can be Jineéd up at the center of the back of the
figure. and measurements upon each side can be gotten
sd.that ‘the garment made according to these measure-
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70

75

4

ments will fit properly and be centered at the front and
back notwithstanding the fact that the measuremeénts of
one side may not be the same as those of the other side.
These measurement indicia may, of course, -be placed
upon as many of the straps 18 apd 19 as are desired.

The back of the garment is shown particularly in Figs.
6 and 7 from which it will be noted that the waistline is
shown at 431 and indicia above and below this line are
provided for ascertainment of the length of the back of
the garment. Moreover, in order that therg be adjust-
ment of the upper edge of the garment particularly at
the region of the lower portion of the shoulder blades
or just below the shoulder blades, the edges of the back
section are not stitched to the side sections 11 and 12
adjacent the top edges of the garment but are left dis-
connected at this point. The side sections are provided
with flaps or flies 42 which are overlapped by the upper:
portions 43 of the back section so that, while there will
be no opening in the garment at this point—that is the
flesh will be covered and: controlled at all points—never-
theless this will allow expansion. of the upper edge of
the garment as is necessary to accommodate the figure
of the subject. This necessary-expansion permitted by
the sliding of these flaps 42 within the upper portions 43
of the back sections may, of course, be different on one-
side. than on the other, and the position of the flaps may.
be indicated by the indicia consisting of the letters: A B
C, D and so forth, shown at 45 on. Fig. 7.

In Fig. 8 of the drawmgs we.have shown a front panel
which may be employed in place of the panel 13, shown.
in.Figs. 1, 3 and 5. In this instance the panecl 46 is
shaped, as shown at 47, particularly adjacent its lower
portion so that it will bulge outwardly or. forwardly: in
convex shape to a certain extent in order.-to accom-
modate figures havrng large abdomens It may be noted:
that this panel is provided at its side edges with loops: 48:
designed to receive the buckles 20 and 21 upon the straps: E
18 and 19, these loops 48 serving. the same function as
the loops 22 and 23 previously described: in connection
with that form of our invention shown in Figs. 1 to 7
The three loops 48 on each side of the panel 46 will be
connected to the upper three of the straps 18 and 19 of
the garment. In order that-the. lower- portion of the
panel 46 may be tightened - across thé abdoinen, eltherv
of the lower straps 18 or 19 of Fig. 1 may be connected
to loops at the ends. of the straps 49- and 50-provided.
upon the Iower front portion of the pariel 46 and secured:
thereto at 51. The ends of the straps 49 and ‘50 are:
loose so that they may assume an inclined position nec-
essary to accommodate the lower straps 18 and- 19:

It is sometimes found desirable to provide for an ex-
tension at the back of the garment in the event that a
corset or girdle with a longer or-higher back is'desired.
Such an arrangement is shown in Fig. 9 wherein the:
back section of the garment is. provided- ‘with -bone
pockets 53.and 54 open. at their ‘upper ends. ‘Bones- or
stays 55 may be inserted in these pockets and recerved»
in similar pockets on the inner face ‘of an extension
panel 57-which extends upwardly. above the e_dge of the
back section. Straps 58 may be secured at their ends
to this section and pass around the front of the body_
and under the arms in order to hold the section in its
proper position, The sectlon 57 is. ad]ustable to ome

pockets 53 and 54. and provrdes a surface upon Whlchh
measurements may be taken from the waistline 37 :when
the proper height of the back section_ has heen deter-
The section 57 also prov1des a
support to which a brassiere. may be secured ‘if desired,
the straps from the brass1ere passing’ around under the
arms to be secured to the extenston sectlon m place. of
the straps 58.

It will be apparent from the- above that _there . has
been provrded a comblnatlon of a control garment and
a measuring garment in that while the garment is pro-
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vided with its own measuring means, at the same time
it is a controlling garment in that it is not of skeleton
form but will enclose and confine the figure of the sub-
ject at all locations. It is also contemplated that the
garment will be useful not only in connection with the
fitting of corsets, but also in dress shops in connection
with the fitting of dresses as it may be employed as a
controlling and measuring garment that may be em-
ployed by a fitter in a dress shop in fitting and altering
a dress.

While we have shown and described some preferred
embodiments of our invention, it will be understood
that it is not to be limited to all of the details shown,
but is capable of modification and variation within the
spirit of the invention and within the scope of the claims.

What we claim is:

1. A body-encircling controlling garment comprising
back, side, and front portions, the latter portions having
free edges disposed in spaced relation and a front panel
spanning the space between, and adapted to overlie, said
edges, said panel consisting of two plies of material to
provide a vertically extending pocket open at one side
edge thereof, an extension member connected at one of
its side edges to the side edge of one of said plies to form
a continuation thereof and adapted to be folded over
said ply and inserted into said pocket, and means at-
tached to the side edges of the panel and to the garment
by which it is adjustably secured to the garment.

2. A body-encircling controlling garment comprising
back, side, and front portions, the latter portions having
free edges disposed in spaced relation and a front panel
spanning the space between, and adapted to overlie, said
edges, said panel consisting of two plies of material to
provide a vertically extending pocket open at one side
edge thereof, an extension member connected at one of

" its side edges to the side edge of one of said plies to form
a continuation thereof and adapted to be folded over
said ply and inserted into said pocket, and means at-
tached to one side edge of the panel and to the free edge
of the extension member to adjustably secure the panel
to the garment.

3. A body-encircling controlling garment comprising
back, side, and front portions, the latter portions having
free edges disposed in spaced relation and a front panel
spanning the space between, and adapted to overlie, said
edges, means to adjustably secure said panel to the gar-
ment at the sides of the front thereof, and each of said
front portions comprising two superposed plies of mate-
rial having a vertically extending opening therebetween
at their front edges to form a vertically extending
pocket, one of said plies of each portion having a fold-
able flap secured thereto at the front edge thereof which
may be disposed in said pocket or may be extended
about said fold line to increase the width of said por-
tion, and dispose the free edges of said flaps beneath the
front panel.

4. A body-encircling garment as in claim 1 wherein
each of said front portions comprises two superposed
plies of material having a vertically extending opening
therebetween at their front edges to provide a vertically
extending pocket open at the free edge of said portion,
and one of the plies of each portion having an extension
flap secured at one edge to said portion and having an
opposite free edge foldable into said pocket.

5. A body-encircling controlling garment comprising
back, side, and front portions, the latter porticns having
free edges disposed in spaced relation and a front panel
spanning the space between, and adapted to overlie, said
edges, said panel consisting of two plies of material to
provide a vertically extending pocket open at one side
edge thereof, an extension member connected at one
of its side edges to the side edge of one of said plies to
form a continuation thereof and adapted to be folded
over said ply and inserted into said pocket, and verti-
cally-spaced-apart loops secured to the side edges of
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said panel, and straps secured to the front portions of
the garment and adjustably attached to said loops.

6. A body-encircling garment having back, side and
front fabric sections secured together, said front sections
having free edges lying in spaced relation, and a front
panel adapted to span the space between, and overlie,
said edges, horizontally disposed, adjustable straps se-
cured to certain of said sections and to the side edges of
said panel to secure the sections of the garment together
adjustably and to form an uninterrupted body-confining
garment, and certain of said straps having measuring in-
dicia thereon from which the measurement of the girth
dimension of the garment may be read, said indicia being
arranged to indicate the measurement around the gar-
ment from the center of said front panel.

7. A body-encircling garment having back, side and
front fabric sections secured together, said front sec-
tions having free edges lying in spaced relation, and a
front panel adapted to span the space between, and over-
lie, said edges, horizontally disposed, adjustable straps
secured to certain of said sections and to the side edges
of said panel to form an uninterrupted body-confining
garment, and certain of said straps having measuring in-
dicia thereon from which the measurement of the girth
dimension of the garment may be read, said indicia be-
ing arranged to indicate the measurement around the
sarment from the center of the back section to the center
of the front panel.

8. A body-encircling garment having back, side and
front fabric sections secured together, said front sections
having free edges lying in spaced relation, and a front
panel adapted to span the space between, and overlie,
said edges, straps adjustably secured to certain of said .
sections and to the edges of said panel to form an unin-
terrupted body-confining garment, said front panel being
of outwardly convex form at its lower portion to con-
form to the abdomen of the wearer and having securing
straps thereon at the convex portion thereof, and means
adjustably securing said last-named straps to the garment.

9. A body-encircling garment having back, side and
front fabric sections secured together, said front sections
having free edges lying in spaced relation, and a front
panel adapted to span the space between, and overlie,
said edges, straps adjustably secured to certain of said
sections and to the edges of said panel to form an unin-
terrupted body-confining garment, the adjacent edges of
said back and side sections being unsecured for a short
distance adjacent the upper edge of the garment below
the shoulder blades, and a fly on one of said sections hav-
ing a free edge extending under the edge of the other
section to permit spreading of said edges while closing
the opening therebetween.

10. A body-encircling garment having back, side and
front fabric sections secured together, said front sections
having free edges lying in spaced relation, and a front
panel adapted to span the space between, and overlie,
said edges, straps adjustably secured to certain of said
sections and to the edges of said panel to form an un-
interrupted body-confining garment, the adjacent edges
of said back and side sections being unsecured for a.short
distance adjacent the upper edge of the garment below
the shoulder blades, and a fly on one of said sections hav-
ing a free edge extending under the edge of the otheér sec-
tion to permit spreading of said edges while closing the
opening therebetween, and. indicia on said fly to indicate
the adjustment of said edges.
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