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To all whom it may concern: o

Be it known that I, ALoNzo W. OLDS, of
Green Oak Station, county of Livingston,
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fence, of which the
following is a full, clear and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing making part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a transverse section of my im.
proved fence arranged with the sill and lower
rail near the ground, and Fig. 2 is a transverse
section with one end of the sill and the lower
rail elevated at some distance from the ground.

In the construction of fences, either portable
or stationary, it is frequently found desirable,
- and for many purposes sufficient, to place the
lower rail at considerable elevation from the
ground——as, for instance, when it is only need-
ed to turn cattle, or when it is built upon
ground which is liable to be overflowed by wa-
ter, where the fence would be swept away by
the current unless an unobstructed space were
left beneath for the passage of the water.

Under other circumstances it is found not
only desirable but necessary to substitute a
close-bottom fence, for surrounding a given
lot, for an open-bottom one without incurring
the labor and expense of entirely rebuilding.

The advantages resulting from such a con-
struction as will meet the several conditions
and requirements above indicated will be ap-
parent, particularly in localities where mate-
rial for fencing is scarce or difficult to obtain ;
and it is with a view to meet these conditions
and requirements that I have made this inven-
tion, which consists essentially in supporting
the horizontal rails of a fence upon a vertical-
ly-adjustable sill, one end of which is support-
ed upon a brace in such manner that the dis-
tance between the lower rail and the ground
is determined by the height of the point of
connection of the sill with the brace.

In the drawing, A is the adjustable sill, and
B the brace, which may be of any usual or de-
sired size, as. circumstances may determine.
One end of the sill is secured to the brace by
any convenient fastening device, which is con-
venient of adjustment or of removal and re-
placement for the purpose of effecting the ad-
Jjustment in height of said end of the sill, Or-

dinarily I prefer to use a short wire for this
purpose, said wire clasping the sill and brace
in loop form, with its ends twisted together -
or interlocked, as represented at A’ said de:
vice being cheap, easily applied, and at the
same time very secure, as it will “bite” into
the wood, and is therefore not liable to be dis-
placed ; but I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to any particular fastening de-
vice. O are the posts pinned to the braces, as
at ¢, and also, if desired, to the sill A, as at «.
C’ is a rib or slat pinned or wired to the post
O, between which and said post the rails D
are placed, as shown ; and said rails, being se-
cured in place by nails through the ribs or
slats C/, are prevented from wedging together,
and are held in any desired position, Where
the posts are not pinned to the sills, as above,
this manner of fastening the ribs or rails is
essential in order to keep the posts Cin an
upright position, as otherwise, with the posts
supported only by a pin pivoting it at the top,
the rails would be permitted to wedge together
and slide down the inclined sill. The rails,
however, may be held to the post C by means
of brackets, hooks, pins, or other devices, and
the wedging action thus prevented without
the use of the rib C’, though this is preferred.

In building this fence I usually first secure
the sill to the brace at the desired point, with
the two pieces at a more acute angle than that
represented, and afterward spread them to
make sure that the wire shall bite into them
and have sufficient grip to retain its position.
I then attach the posts C to the brace by a
pin at ¢, as explained, and, these swinging in-
to a vertical position, I place against them, 02
the sill, the lower rail, and secure to it and to
the post C, by a through-pin or a clamping-
wire similar to A’, the rib or slat ¢/, After
this is done and the posts and ribs are secured
in a proper upright position I put in the rails

| and space, and secure them at proper distances

apart by nailing, as described, or by the use of
intermediate spacing-blocks D/, as preferred.
‘Where the posts C are pinned to the sills A,
as at a, the fastening of the rails as explained
is unnecessary, as the tendency of the rails to
slide downward on the sill:is obviated ; but I
prefer the arrangement described, as it facili-
tates the adjustment of the sill upon the brace,
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and the fence is more readily converted from
a close to an open bottom fence, and vice versa;
whereas when the posts are pinned or other-
wise fastened to the sill any adjustmentia the
height of the sill requires a corresponding ad-
justment of the fastening of the point of con-
nection between the posts and sills. This may
be provided for, however, when preferred, by
perforating the posts, as shown at «'.

In the construction described and shown it
will be seen that an open-bottom fence may be
readily changed to a close-bottom one by drop-
ping the sill down and putting in more rails
after adding a short section to the bottom of
rib C/; and a close-bottom fence can be easily
converted to an open-bottom one by cutting
off or removing a short piece from the bottom
ofrib C/,removing the desired number of lower
rails, and correspondingly raising the upper
end of sill A by changing its point of attach-
ment to brace B. Where the fence is built on
uneven ground I prefer to place the brace on
the higher ground, for the reason that in this
case a brace that is made of the right length
for level ground will then always be of sufﬁ
cient lenoth .

£37,949

Aside from the fact that my fenee is readily
and easily adjusted, as explained, it has an
advantage in the fact that it is supported en-
tirely clear of the ground, except at the ends
of the sill and brace, and . is therefore better
protected from rot than if the entire sill rested
on the ground. '

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination of the sill A, brace B,
posts C, and rails D, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth

2. The adjustable sills A, braces B, and the
posts C, secured at their uppel ends to the
braces B in combination with the ribs C’ for-
fastenin g therails D and preventing the wedg-
ing of thie said rails and the lateml dlsplace
ment of the posts C, as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 31st day of December, A. D. 1872,

ALONZO W. OLDS.

Witnesses:
F. L. CLEMENTS,
C. S. CLEMENTS.




