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To all whowm it may concern:
Be it known that I, BENJaMIN F. FORD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New

- Castle, in the county of Lincoln and State of
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view of the same when open.

Maine, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Scissors or Shears; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to scissors and shears,
and more particularly a combination-shear,
having certain parts to perform various funec-
tions, which will be described.

The tool is primarily designed to be used
in earpet-laying and paper-hanging, but the
domestic utility thereof will be apparent.

I will first describe my invention with the
aid of the accompanying drawings, and will
then define the matter for which I desire Let-
ters Patent.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
the shears closed, and Fig. 2is a side obverse
Fig. 83 is a
detail sectional view showing the adjustable
rivet. :

In all of the views the same numeral indi-
cates the same part.

1 is the heavier blade of the shears, having
the bow 2 with the mortise-shoulder 3, the
stop-lng 4, the end 5 so formed as to present
an_L-square having the sides 6 and 7, a notch
in the side 6 to be used forraising or pulling
nails or tacks, a notch in the side 7 for the
same purpose, and an inch rule or scale 8 de-
lineated orengraved upon the inner face mid-
way of the blade 1. The other blade 10 of
the shears is pivoted to the blade 1 at 11 by
a rivet having a projecting portion forming
the punch or brad awl 13. The blade 10 also
has the bow 14 with the hammer portion 15
and the projecting screw - driver 16. The

mortise-shoulder17 of the blade 10 is adapted
to impinge the lug 4, stopping the opening
movementof the blades at a point where their

cutting edges are at right angles with each
other and form a try-square.

"The ends of both blades 1 and 10 are pro-
vided with points 18 to be used as compass-
points, the spread of said blades being con-
trolled by the rivet 12.

The rivet which holds the two blades to-
gether is screw-threaded at one end, and the
awl at the other end forms a shoulder with a
cylindrical portion intermediate said ends.
In assembling the parts said rivet is passed
through the aperture in one of the blades
and engages with the screw-threaded aper-
ture of the other blade, so that said blades
can be readily operated. When the tool is
used as a pair of dividers, the rivet is tight-
ened, so that the shoulder will engage with
one of the blades and press it against the
other, so as to increase the frictional contact
and hold the blades in any position to which
they may be adjusted.

Having deseribed my invention, what 1
claim is—

Inacombination-tool, the combination with
the blades having the notched and pointed
ends, the bows, the screw-driverand hammer-
head formed integral with one of said bows,

-and said blades formed with mortised shoul-

ders, of the rivet for holding said blades to-
gether screw-threaded at one end and the
other end provided with an awl formed with

“ashoulder and a cylindrical portion interme-

diate said ends, and said screw-threaded end
passing through one of said blades and en-
gaging with a serew-threaded aperture in the
other blade, the combination being such that
when said blades are opened to their farthest
extent the cutting edges thereof will be at
right angles to each other forming a square,
substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
BENJAMIN F. FORD.
Witnesses:
E. Ross,
CHARLES NORRIS.
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